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Ant. I. The Conftitution of England, or an Account of the Englifo Go- 
vernment ; in which it is compared with the Republican Form of Go- 
vernment, and occafionally with the ether Monarchies in Europe. By 
].L. De Lolme, Advocate, Citizen of Geneva. 8vo. 10s, 6d. 
boards. Kearfly. 1775. 


HE reputation of this book, the French original of which 
T is known to many of our Readers, hath not been a little 
increafed by the great charater given of it by the celebrated 
Junius. He fpeaks of it more than once with high encomium, 
and has recommended it to the Public as a performance, deep, 
folid, and ingenious, Nor is it Junius alone who hath praifed 
it in the ftrongeft terms. It has been mentioned, with equal 
applaufe, by fome of the moft illuftrious members of the Bri- 
tith fenate; among whom, if we recollect aright, may be 
reckoned the names of a Camden and a Chatham. Thefe cir- 
cumftances cannot fail of exciting the attention, and raifing 
the expectation of thofe who have not read the original; and 
they will now have an opportunity of perufing Mr. De Lolme’s 
treatife with peculiar advantage. ‘This Englifh edition of it 
comes from the Author hirhfelf, and is not merely a tranfla- 
tion of his former production, but prefents itfelf td us much 
improved and enlarged. Three new chapters, including nearly 
an hundred pages, are added towards the clofe of the fecond 
book; ard there are feveral confiderable additions befides 
which are interfperfed through the body of the work. 

Mr. De Lolme obferves, in the Introdu@tion, that he is 
aware, that it will be deemed prefumptuous in a man who has 
pafled the greateft part of his life out of England, to attempt a 
delineation of the Englifh government. But to this he anfwers, 
that, though a foreigner in England, yet as a native of a free 


Country, he is no ftranger t¢ thofe circumftances which confti- 
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tute or characterize Liberty ; and that even the great difpro- 
portion between the republic of which he is a member and in 
which he formed his principles, and the Britifh empire, has 
perhaps only contributed to facilitate his political inquiries, 
He fuggefts, likewife, that the very circumftance of his bei 
a foreigner may of itfelf be attended, in this cafe, with a degree 
of advantage. * The Englifh themfelves, adds our Author, 
(the obfervation cannot give them any offence) having their 
eyes open, as I may fay, upon their liberty, from their firft en- 
trance into life, are perhaps too much familiarized with its en. 
joyment, to inquire, with real concern, into its caufes, Hay. 
ing acquired practical notions of their government, long before 
they have meditated on it, and thefe notions being flowly and 
gradually imbibed, they at length behold it without any high 
degree of fenfibility: and they feem to me, in this refped, to 
be like the reclufe inhabitant of a palace, who is perhaps in 
the worft fituation for attaining a complete idea of the whole, 
and never experienced the ftriking effe&t of its external ftruc- 
ture and elevation ; or, if you pleafe, like a man who, having 
always had a beautiful and extenfive fcene before his eyes, con- 
tinues for ever to view it with indifference. But a ftranger, 
beholding at once the various parts of a conftitution diiplayed 
before him, which, at the fame time that it carries liberty to 
its height, has guarded againft inconveniences feemingly in- 
evitable, beholding, in fhort, thofe things carried into execu- 
tion, which he had ever regarded as more defirable, than pof- 
fible, he is ftruck with a kind of admiration : and it is neceflary 
to be thus ftrongly affected by objets, to be enabled to reach 
the. general principle which regulates them.’ 

The firft chapter of the firft book begins with treating on 
the caufes of the liberty of the Englifh nation, and the reafons 
of the difference between the government of England and that 
of France. Mr. De Lolme is of opinion, that we have but 
vague and uncertain accounts of the government introduced by 
the Anglo-Saxons ; that it appears to have had little more affi- 
nity with the prefent conftitution than the general relation, 
common to al] the northern nations, of having a king anda 
body of nobility ; and that the real foundation of the Englifh 
conftitution is to be referred to the era of the conqueft. Thefe 
fentiments he endeavours to confirm in a note, the pofitions of 
which we do not entirely approve. However, we grant that a 
material change was, at the time of the conquett, effected in 
the government then exifting ; and that this change hath paved 
the way, in the iflue of things, for the eftablifhment of the 
prefent Englifh conftitution. 

Our Author makes fome judicious obfervations on the diffe- 
rent manner in which the feudal fyftem was eftablifhed in 
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France, and in England. The eftablifhment of the feudal fyf- 
tem was, in Eneland, an immediate and fudden confequence 
of that conqueft which introduced it. Befide, this conqueft 
was made by a prince who kept the greater part of his army 
in his own pay, and who was placed at the head of a people 
over whom he was hereditary fovereign: circumftances which 
eave a totally different turn to the government of that king- 
dom.—William afflumed the prerogative of impofing taxes: he 
invefted himfelf with the whole executive power of povernment, 
But what was of the greateft confequence, he arrogated to him- 
felf the moft extenfive judicial power in the eftablifhment of 
the court which was called Aula Regis; a formidable tribunal 
which received appeals from all the courts of the Barons, and 
decided in the laft refort on the eftates, honours, and lives of 
the Barons themfelves ; and which, being wholly compofed of 
the great officers of the crown, removable at the King’s plea- 
fure, and having the King himfelf for prefident, held the firft 
nobleman in the kingdom under the fame controul as the meanett 
fubject. 

‘ Thus, continues our ingenious Writer, while the king- 
dom of France, in confequence of the flow and gradual forma- 
tion of the feudal government, found itfelf to be in the iflue 
only a number of parts, fimply placed by each other, and with- 
out any reciprocal adherence; the kingdom of England, on the 
contrary, in confequence of the fudden and violent introduGion 
of the fame fyftem, became a compound of parts united by the 
ftrongeft ties ; and the regal authority, by the prefiure of its 
immenfe weight, confolidated the whole into one compact in- 
difloluble body. 

‘It is to this difference, in the original conftitution of 
France and Eng!and, that is, in the original power of their 
Kings, that we mutt attribute the difference, fo little analogous 
to its caufe, of their prefent conftitutions. It is this which 
furnifhes the folution of a problem, which, I muft confefs, for 
along time perplexed me; and explains the reafon why, of 
two neighbouring nations, fituated almoft under the fame cli- 
mate, and having one common origin, the one has attained the 
fummit of liberty, the other has gradually funk under the moft 
abfolute monarchy. 

‘In France, the royal authority was indeed inconfiderable ; 
but this circumftance by no means favoured general liberty. 
he Lords were every thing ; afd WHE bulk of the nation were 
ccounted nothing. All} thofe wars which were made on the 

ing had not liberty for their object; for of this their chiefs 
already enjoyed but too great a flare: they were the imcre effets 
of private ambition or caprice, The people did not engage in 
them as aflociates in the fupport of a caufe common to all : 
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they were dragged, blindfold and like flaves, to the flandard of 
their leaders. In the mean time, as the laws, by which their 
mafters were vaflals, had no relation to thofe by which they 
were themfelves bound as fubjects, the reliftance, of which 
they were made the inflruments, never produced any advanta- 
geous CX nf quence, in their favour 5 nor did it efiablifh an 
principle of freedom that could in any cafe be applicable to 
them. 

¢ The infericr nobles, who fhared in the independence of 
the fuperior nobility, added alfo the eitects of their own info- 
lence to the defpotifm of fo many fovereigns; and the people, 
wearied out by their fufferings, and rendered defperate by op- 
preflion, at times attempted to revolt: but, being parcelled out 
into fo many different ftates, they never could agree, either on 
the nature of their complaints, or the time of pieferring them, 
The infurre€ticns, which ought to have been general, were 
only fucceflive and particular, In the mean time the Lords, 
uniting to avenge their common caufe as matters, fell with ire 
refiftible advantage on men who were thus divided, The 
people were feparately, and by dint of arms, brought back to 
their former yoke; and liberty, that precious ofispring which 
requires fo many favourable circumftances to fofter it, was every 
where ftifled in its birth. 

‘ At length, when by conquefts, by efcheats, or by treaties, 
the feveral provinces came to be waited to the extenfive and con- 
tinually increafing dominions of the monarch, they became fub- 
jects of their new mafter, already trained to obedience. The 
few privileges, which the cities had been able to preferve, were 
little refpected by a foveretyn who had himfelf entered into no 
engagement to that purpofe; and, as the unions were made.at 
different times, the King was always in a condition to over- 
whelm every new province that accrued to him, with the weight 
of all thofe he already poffefled. 

‘ As a farther confequence of this difference between the 
times of the wuions, the feveral parts of the kingdom could en- 
tertain no views of affifting each other. When the one re- 
claimed its privileges, the other, long fince reduced to fubjec- 
tion, had already forgotten theirs, Befides, thofe privileges, 
by reafon of the difference in the governments under which the 
provinces had formerly been held, were alfo almoft every where 
different. The circumftances which happened in one place, 
bore, of courfe, little affinity to thofe which fell out in another. 
The fpirit of union was loft, or rather had never exifted. Each 
province, reftrained within its particular bounds, only ferved 
to inforce a general fubmiffien, and the fame caufes which had 
reduced that warlike fpirited nation to a yoke of fubjection, 
concurred alfo to keep them under it, 
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¢ Thus Liberty perifhed in France, becaufe it wanted a Ya- 
yourable culture and proper fituation. Planted, if I may fo 
exprefs m) felf, but jut beneath the furface, it prefently eX- 
panded, and fent forth fome large fhoots ; but having taken no 
root, it was foon plucked up. In England, on the contrary, 
the feed lying at a great depth, and being covered with an enor- 
mous weight, feemed at firft to be fmethered ; but it vegetated 
with the creater force; it imbibed a more rich and abundant 
nourifhment; its fap and juice became better affimilated, and 
it penetrated and filled up with its roots the whole body of the 
foil. It was the exceflive power of the King which made 
England free, becaufe it was this very excefs that gave rife to 
the fpirit of union, and of reculated refiltance. Poflcfled of 
extenfive demefnes, the King beheld himfelf independent. 
Vetted with the moft formidable prerogatives, he crufhed at 
pleafure the moft powerful Barons in the realm. It was only 
by clofe and numerous confederacies, therefore, that thefe 
could refift his tyranny. They even were compelled to afio- 
ciate the people in them, and really to intereft them in the vin- 
dication of public liberty.’ 

Mr. De Lolme goes on to point out the circumftances which 
led our anceftors to examine into the firft principles or fociety, 
and which occafioned the fpirit of liberty to defcend from che 
pofefiors of upper and inferior fiefs, to the freeman, and to the 

eafant. In coniequence of the diffufion of this fpirit, the 
ba the vaflal, the lower vaffal, all, at length, united again 
the tyranny of the crown. They even implored the affiltance 
of the peafants and cottagers ; and the haughty averfion, with 
which all over the continent the nobility repaid tie induft:ious 
hands that fed them, was, in England, compelled to yicld to 
the prefling neceffity of ‘etting bounds to the royal authority. 
The people, on the other hand,—inftruéted by the example of 
their leaders, {poke and flipulated conditions for themfelves. 
They infiited that, for the future, every individual fhould be 
entitled to the protection of the law: and thus thofe righis with 
which the Lords had ftrengthened themfelves, in order to op- 
pofe the tyranny of the crown, became a bulwark which was, 
In time, to reftrain their own, 

In the fecond chapter, our Author treats on another advan- 
tage Kngland had over France ; which was, that it formed one 
undivided ftate: and here he obferves, that it was in the reign 
of Henry the Firft, about forty years after the conqueft, that 
we fee the above caufes begin to operate. This Prince not 
only mitigated the rigour of the feu‘al law in favour of the 
Lords, but alfo annexed as a condition to the charter he 
granted, that the Lords fhould aliow the fame fre:dom to their 
felpective vaflals. Care was even taken to abolifa tuofe Jaws 
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of the conqueror which lay heavieft on the loweft clafs of the 
people. 

Under Henry the Second, liberty took a farther ftride; and 
the ancient tria/ by jury, a mode of procedure which is at pre- 
fent one of the moft valuable parts of the Englifh law, made 
again, though imperfectly, its appearance. But thefe caufes 
manifefted themfelves, at once, under the defpotic reign of 
King John. This Prince beheld a general confederacy formed 
againft him ; in which cafe it was highly and peculiarly advan. 
tageous to England that it was not, like France, an aggregas 
tion of a number of different fovereignties, It formed but one 
ftate, and acknowledged but one maiter, one general title. The 
fame laws, the fame kind of dependence, confequently the fame 
notions, the fame interefts, prevailed throughout the whole, 
The extremities of the kingdom, at all times, united to give a 
check to the exertions of an unjuit power.—No fooner was the 
ftandard fet up againft John, than his very courtiers forfook 
him. In this fituation, finding no part of his kingdom lefs ir- 
ritated againft him than another, having no detached province 
which he could engage in his defence, by promifes of pardon, 
or of particular conceffions, he was compelled to fubmit himfelf 
to the difpofal of his fubje@ts; and he figned at Running Mead 
the Charter of the Foreft, together with the famous charter, 
which, from its fuperior and extenfive importance, is deno- 
minated Magna Charta. 

‘ By the former, fays Mr. De Lolme, the moft tyrannical 
part of the foreft laws was abolifhed ; and, by the latter,’ the 
rigour of the feudal laws was greatly mitigated in favour of 
the Lords. But this charter did not ftop there. Conditions 
were alfo ftipulated in favour of the numerous body of the 
people, who had united to obtain it, and who claimed, with 
fword in hand, a fhare in that fecurity it was meant to efta- 
blifh. It was hence inftituted by the great charter, that the 
fame fervices which were remitted in favour of the Barons, 
fhould be in like manner remitted in favour of a]l their vaflals. 
This charter eftablifhed alfo an equality of weights and mea- 
fures throughout England. It exempted the merchants from 
arbitrary impofts, and gave them liberty to enter and depart the 
kingdom at pleafure. It even extended to the loweft orders of 
the ftate, fince it enacted that the villain, or bondman, fhould 
not be fubject to the forfeiture of his implements of tillage. 
Laftly, by the twenty-ninth article of the fame charter, it was 
enacted, that no fubjcct fhould be exiled, or in any fhape what- 
ever molefted, either in his perfon or efeéts, otherwife than 
by judgment of his peers, and according to the law of the 
land : an article fo important, that it may be faid to compre- 
hend the whole end and defign of political focieties ; and from 
that 
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that moment the Englifh would have been a free people, if 
there were not an immenfe diftance between the making of 
laws, and the obferving of them. 

« But though this charter wanted moft of thofe ‘fupports 
which were neceflary to infure refpect to it, though it did not 
fecure to the poor and friendlefs any fure and legal methods of 
obtaining the execution of it (provifions thefe which number- 
le(s tranfgreffions alone, could, in procefs of time, point out) 
et it was a prodigious advance towards the eftablifhment of 
public liberty. Inftead of the general maxims refpecting the 
rights of the people and the duties of the prince (maxims 
which ambition perpetually controverts, and fometimes 
even abfolutely denies) here was fubftituted a written law, 
that is, a truth admitted by all parties, which no longer re 
quired the fupport of argument. ‘The rights and privileges of 
the individual, as well in his perfon as in his property, were 
become fettled axioms, The great charter, at firft enacted 
with fo much folemnity, and afterwards confirmed at the be- 
ginning of every fucceeding reign, was, as it were, a general 
banner perpetually fet up for the union of all clafles of the 
people; and the foundation was laid, on which thofe equitable 
laws were to rife, which offer the fame affiftance to the poor 
and weak, as to the rich and powerful.’ 

The Author has fubjoined the following note : 

‘ The Reader, to be more fully convinced of the reality of 
the caufes to which the liberty of England has been here 
afcribed, as well as of the truth of the obfervations made at 
the fame time on the fituation of France, needs only to com- 
pare the great charter, fo extenfive in its provifions, and in 
which the Barons ftipulated in favour even of the bondman, 
with the treaty concluded between Lewis the Eleventh, and 
feveral of the Princes and Peers of France, intitled, ** A 
Treaty made at St. Maur, between the Dukes of Normandy, 
Calabre, Bretagne, Bourbonnois, Auvergne, Nemours; the 
Counts of Charolois, Armagnac, and St. Pol, and other Princes 
of France, rifen up in fupport of the public good, on the one 
part; and King Lewis the Eleventh on the other, October 29, 
1465.” In this treaty, which was made in order to terminate 
a war which was called the War for the Public Good, (pro 
bono publico) no provifion was made but concerning the parti- 
cular power of a few Lords. Not a word was inferted in favour 
of the people. This treaty may be feen at large in the Pieces 
fufi catives annexed to the A@emoires de Philippe de Comines.’ 

_ We have tranfcribed the preceding remarks, of our fenfible 
Foreigner, upon the great Charter, with peculiar pleafure ; be- 
Caufe-we have feen, with concern, that fome of our own coun- 
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trymen have not had a proper conception of the value of thag 
charter. Obferving that moit of its ftipulations related to the 
pofleflors of fiefs, they have been induced to think meanly of 
it; without duly confidering the actual provifions it made in 
favour of the fubject in gencral, or attending to thole prin- 
ciples cf Jaw and government contained in it, which, as cir- 
cumflances arofe, were calculated to cperate for the benefit of 
the people at large. | 

After curforily mentioning the long reign of Henry the Third, 
Mr. De Lolme haftens to the grand epoch of the reign of Ed- 
ward the Firft; and does juflice to this epoch, on account of 
the improvement which was then mace in the Englith laws, 
the legal admiflion that was given to the deputies of towns and 
boroughs into parliament, and the ftatute which was enacted 
de Tallagio non concedendo. This was a moit important ftatute, 
which, in conjunétion with Magna Chart2, forms the bafis of 
the Englifh conftitution. As the great Charter was the bulwark 
that protected the freedom of individuals, fo was the flatute in 
queftion the engine which protected the Charter itfelf, and by 
the help of which the Fnglith were thenceforth to make legal 
conquefts over the authority of the crown. | 

At this period our Author flops, in order to take a diftant 
view, and contemplate the different profpect which the reft of 
Europe then prefented: and, having given an ingenious repre- 
fentation of the operation of the feudal fy{tem abroad, he adds, 
¢ But in England, the fame feudal fyitem, after having fud- 
denly broken in like a flood, had depotited, and ftill continued 
to depofit, the nobie feeds of the fpirit of liberty, union, and 
deliberate refiftance. So early as the times of Edward, the tide 
was feen gradually to fubfide. The laws which proteét the 
perfon and property of the individual, began to make their ap- 
pearance. ‘hat admirable conftitution, the refult of a three- 
fold power, infenfibly arofe; and the eye might even then dif- 
cover the verdant fummits of that fortunate region, which was 
deftined zo be the feat of philofophy and liberty, which are in- 
feparab!e companions.’ 

Mr. De Lolme proceeds to ftate the progrefs of the contti- 
tution, to the reigns of Henry the Seventh and Henry the Eighth, 
when, through a peculiar concurrence of circumftances, the 
time feemed to be arrived, at which England muft fubmit, in 
its turn, to the fate of the other nations of Europe. But the 
remembrance of their ancient laws, of that great Charter fo of- 
ten and fo folemnly confirmed, was too deeply impreffed on 
the minds of the Englifh, to be effaced by tranfitory evils. 
Like a deep and extenfive ocean, which preferves an equabi- 
lity of temperature amidft all the viciflitudes of feafons, Eng- 
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tand ftill retained thofe principles of liberty which were fo uni- 
ffufed through all orders of the people, and thefe re- 
ly a proper opportunity to exert themfelves. 

d, befide, ftill continued to poflefs the immenfe ad- 
yantage of being only one fiate.—Even in the time of the lu- 
dors, there was but one aflembly before which the King could 
ay his wants, and apply for relief. _How great foever the in- 
create of his power was, a fingle parliament alone could furnifl 
him with the means of exercifing it: and whether it was that 
the members of this parliament entertained a deep lenfe of their 
ajvantaces, or whether private intereft exerted itfelf in aid of 
patriotifm, they at all times vindicated the right of granting, 
or rather refufing, fubfidies ; and, amidft the general wreck of 
every thing they ought to have held dear, they at leat clung 
obftinately to the plank which was deftined to prove the in- 
frument of their prefervation. 

After carrying on his view to the reign of Charles the Firft, 
our Author remarks, that here we muft obferve how different 
were the effects produced in England, by the ennihilation of 
the power of the nobility, from thofe which the fame event had 
produced in France. In France, where, in confequence of the 
divifion of the people and the exorbitant power of the nobles, 
the pcople were accounted nothing — when the nobles themfelves 
were fupprefled, the work was completed. But in England, 
where the nobles ever had vindicated the rights of the people 
equally with their own; in England, where the people had 
fuccefively acquired moit effectual means of influencing the 
government, and, above all, were undivided,—when the no-~ 
bles themfelves were caft to the ground, the body of the people 
food firm, and maintained the public liberty. 

Mr. De Lolme, having profecuted the fubjeét down to the 
time of the Revolution, and given a juft character of that great 
event, which was the third grand era in the hiftory of the 
conftitution of England, defcribes, in the next place, with pre- 
ciion and judgment, the legiflative and executive authority of 
this country, and then comes to the boundaries which are fet 
to the royal prerogative. ‘ In reading, fays he, the foregoing 
Cnumeration of the powers with which the laws of England 
have intrufted the King, we are at a lofs to reconcile them with 
the idea of a monarchy, which, we are told, is limited. The 
King not only unites in himfelf all the branches of the execu- 
lve power; he not only difpofes, without controul, of the 
Whole military power in the ftate; he is moreover, it feems, 
the mafter of the laws themfelves, fince he calls up, and dif- 
mifles, at his will, the legiflative bodies. We find him there- 
fore, at firft fight, invefted with all the prerogatives thar ever 
were claimed by the moft abfolute monarchs; and we are at a 
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lofs to find that liberty which the Englith feem fo confident 
they poflefs. 

¢ But the reprefentatives of the people ftill have, and that 
is faying enough, they ftill have in their hands, now that the 
coahiection is fully eftablifhed, the fame powerful weapon 
which has enabled their anceftors to eftablifh it. It is filj 
from their liberality alone that the King can obtain fubfidies ; 
and in thefe days, when every thing is rated by pecuniary efti. 
mation—in thefe days, when gold is become the great movin 
{pring of affairs, it may tafely be affirmed, that he who de. 
pends on the will of others, with regard to fo important an ar. 
ticle, is, whatever his power may be in other refpedts, in a 
ftate of real dependance.’ 

In continuing the account of the limitations which are fet to 
the royal prerogative, the Author points out one very great 
advantage enjoyed by England, which is, that of a periodical 
reformation. At the end of each reign, the civil lift, and con. 
fequently that kind of independence which it procured, are at 
anend. ‘The fucceffor finds a throne, a fcepter, and a crown, 
But he does not find power, nor even dignity; and before a 
real pofleffion of all thefe is given to him, the parliament have 
it in their power to take a thorough review of the ftate, and to 
correct the feveral abufes that may have crept in during the 
preceding reign: and thus the conftitution may be brought 
back to its firlt principles. 

In the following chapter, fome farther reftritions are con- 
fidered ; but it is juftly obferved, after feveral of them have 
been mentioned, that thofe laws which limit the King’s autho- 
rity, would not, of themfelves, have been fufficient. As they 
are, after all, only intellectual barriers, which it is poffible 
that the King might not at all times refpect; as the check 
which the Commons have on his proceedings, by a refufal of 
fubfidies, affects too much the whole ftate, to be exerted on 
every particular abufe of power ; and laftly, as even this means 
might, in fome degree, be eluded, either by breaking the pro- 
mifes which procure fubfidies, or by applying them to ufes dif 
ferent from thofe for which they were appointed, the conftitu- 
tion has befides fupplied the Commons with a means of imme- 
diate oppofition to the mifcondu& of government, by giving 
them a right to impeach the minifters. 

The manner of exercifing this right is ftated by Mr. De 
Lolme, and then he obferves, that it is an admirable expedient, 
which, by removing and punifhing corrupt minifters, affords an 
immediate remedy for the evils of the ftate, and ftrongly matks 
out the bounds within which power ought to be confined ; which 
takes away the fcandal of guilt and authority united, and calms 


the people by a great and awful act of juftice: an expedient, 0 
tha 
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_. cefpect efpecially, fo highly ufeful, that it is to the want 
pat re? Machiavel ib the ruin of his republic 

ire like, that Machiavel attributes the ru public. 

But all precautions would be vain, if the members of parlia- 
gt themfelves remained expofed to the efforts of the execu- 
. ower. ‘The laws, therefore, which fo effeCiually provide 
Ste fafety of the people, provide no lefs for that of the mem- 
ies, whether of the houte of Peers, or that of the Commons. 

Some other methods are {pecified, which the legiflators have 
opted for preventing the undue influence of the crown, and 
wt Author is of opinion, that the precautions which have been 
aeceffively taken, according as circumftances have fhewn them 
nbencceflary, are owing to caufes powerful enough to pro- 
iyce the eftablifhment of new ones, whenever circumftances 
hall point out the neceflity of them, : This opinion he con- 
fms, ina note, by an appeal to Mr. Grenville’s bill. 

The eighth chapter treats on private liberty, or the liberty 
individuals, which, according to the divifion of the Englifh 
lawyers, confifts, firft, of the right of property, that is, of the 
right of enjoying exclufively the gifts of fortune, and all the 
vatious fruits of one’s induftry; fecondly, of the right of perfo- 
nal fecurity; thirdly, of the doco-motive faculty, taking the word 
inits more confined fenfe.—One of the principal effeéts of the 
right of property is, that the King can take from his fubjects 
no vglhiges ag — eerie . “angi? “ — 
towhich this right may be expofed from individuals towards 
each other, it in aa thing, to obferve, that there is 
noman in England who can oppofe the irrefiftible power of the 
hws;—that the judges cannot be deprived of their employ- 
ments but on an accufation by parliament ;—and that the judges 
themfelyes have no power to pafs fentence, till the matter of 
ht has been fettled by men nominated, we may almoft fay, at 
te common choice of the parties. 

Mn De Lolme confiders the oppofition that was made to the 
introduction of the Roman law into England, and the refult of 
7 inquiry is, that, when the Englith lawyers attribute the 
iberty they enjoy to their having rejected this law, they mif- 
lake the effe@ for the caufe. It is not becaufe the Englifh have 
rejected the Roman law that they are free; but it is becaufe 
they were free, or, at leaft, becaufe they had among them thofe 
Caules which were, in procefs of time, to make them fo, that 
they have been able to reject the Roman laws,—What is, in 
general, the Jaw in civil matters, that has taken place in Eng- 
land, is ftated in the conclufion of the chapter. 

_ The three aft chapters of the firft book relate to criminal 
_ which our Author defcribes with the fame perfpicuity 
a — done the preceding parts of the Englith conftitu- 

* He introduces this fubject with fome obferyations, which 

are 
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are equally ingenious and juft, on the danger of the CXCCutive 
power’s degenerating into abufe; and concludes, therefore, a 
not only the fafety of the individual, but that of the nation ‘. 
felf, requires the utmoit precautions in the eftablithment of 
that neceffary, but formidable, prerogative of difpenfing punith. 

sents, Having pointed out thefe precautions, and offered fuch 
general confiderations as were thought neceflary, in order tg 
convey a jufter idea of the {pirit of the criminal judicature iq 
Eng'and, and of the advantages peculiar to it, he proceeds ty 
exhibir the particulars. This he hath done in a very difting 
and judicious manner, and, through the whole of what he ha; 
faid, he hath not only fhewn a proper knowledge, but a hich 
admiration, of the Enalith criminal law, and the trial by jury. 
© Such is the happy nature, fays he, of this inititution, that the 
judicial power, a power fo formidable in itfelf, which is to dif. 
pole, without finding any refiftance, of the property, honour, 
and life of individuals, and which, whatever precautions may 
be taken to reitrain i, muft in a great degree remain arbitrary, 
may be faid in England, to exift,—to accomplifh every intended 
end,-—and to be in the hands of nobody. ‘The confequence of 
this inftitution is, that no man in England ever meets the man 
of whom he may fay, ** That man has a power to decide on 
my death or life.” 

Inthe profecution of the fubje&, Mr. De Lolme takes no- 
tice, that what completes the fenfe of independence, which the 
Jaws of Enzland procure to every individual (a fenfe which is 
the nobieft advantage attendant on liberty) is the greatnefs of 
their precautions upon the delicate point of imprifonment: and 
here, among oiher things, he particularly defcribes and cele- 
brates the Habeas Corpus act, which is confidered as a fecond 
great Charter, and has defhnitively fupprefled all the refources 
of opprefiion. 

[To be concluded in our next.] K, 





Axt. Wo Chirurgical Ob/fervations relative to the Cataraé, the Po 
lypus of the Nef?, the Cancer of the Scrotum, the different Kinds of 
Ruptures. and the Mortification of ihe Toes and Fect. By Percival 
Port. FLR.S. &c. 8vo. 35s. fewed. Hawes, &c. 1775: 

~HE public owe thefe excellent obfervations to a delign 
formed by the Author’s bookfeller, of giving a complete 
edition of a'l that he had hitherto written, co!ledted into ont 
volume in gata; in which will be comprehended the prefent 

mifce!lanecus efflays. For the accommodation, however, ° 

thofe who are in peff fion of Mr. Pott’s former publications 

eéiava, the Author has thought proper to direct a feparate im- 

picfiion of thefe additional obfervations in the fame form. As 


they contain many ufeful remarks, we fhall give a regula" abe 
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ftratt 
in them. 
jn the 
yeral judici 
he fhews tha 


firft of thefe eflays, the Author prefents us with fe- 
us obfervations relative to the Catarad?; in which 
t the nature of that diforder has been greatly mif- 
ynderftocd, in ‘everal particulars; and that an erroneous prac~ 
tice has been the natural confequence of miftaken theory. 
He next enters upon a critical inquiry into the re{pective: 
merits of the two different methods of operating in this dif- 
empers—that of couching, or barely deprefling the cataract; and 
the more modern operation of extradting it, through an incifion: 
nade in the Cornea. He obdferves, that the firft mentioned mode 
of operating has, for fome years paft, been unjuftly reprobated 
and difufed; in confequence of groundlefs, or, at leaft, ex- 
ssgerated objections: while the latter has been highly exe 
tolled, almoft generally adopted, and, in fhort, has become 
Gfhionavle; on a fuppofition that the extraétion is always {ales 
ey, and fuccefsful. He impartially examines the merits and 
demerits of each of thefe methods; and from a feries of argu- 
ments, deduced from the refults of an extenfive public and 
private practice, and an attentive obfervation of the appeare 
ances, he concludes, and will probably convince the chirur- 
gical reader, that the greateft part of the objections to the ope~ 
ration of couching are invalid; and that the inconveniences 
and difappointments which attend both operations, are much 
greater, and, the latter particularly, more frequent, in the 
overation of extradzing the chryftaline, than in that of aepre/j- 
ing it: fuppofing each operation to be executed with the fame 


\ degree of judgment; and that the preference therefore is molt 


juitly due to the zeedle, 

In the following paper, the Author treats of the Polypus of 
the nofe, and accurately enumerates the particular and difcri- 
minating circumftances, which characterife that fpecies of the 
diforder, the extraction of which is either impracticable, or 
cannot be attempted without danger to the patient; either on 
account of its extenfive attachment to the fubjacent parts, or 
the malign nature of the tumor. He then defcribes the benign 
fpecies of this diforder, in which extraétion may be eafily per~ 
formed, and without pain, hemorrhage, or hazard of any 
kind, He condemns the ufe of efcharotics, as a dangerous 
practice; and declares that whenever a polypus, from large- 
hefs of attachment, malignity of nature, or any other caufe, 
cannot be fafely, or at all, extracted by the forceps; it is al- 
ways ftill more unfit for the cautftic. 

A very fingular difeafe, which has not been particularly 
aarted, or publickly ranked among the AZorbi Artificum,— 
Mough the London hofpitals prefent many inftances of it— 

called 
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called the Chimney Sweeper’s Cancer, and by them the Seat 
wart, forms the fubjec&t of the next eflay. It begins jn the 
inferior part of the /crotum, afluming the appearance of a fy. 
perficial, painful, ragged fore; and as it has feldom of neye 
been obferved, except in adults, it has too often unforty. 
nately been miftaken both by the patient and his furgeon fo, 
a venereal diforder; and being accordingly treated with mer. 
curials, the complaint is foon and confiderably exafperateg 
In its progrefs it attacks the teffis, runs up the {permatic pro- 
cefs into the belly, affects fome of the vifcera, and then ver 
foon becomes deftructive. According to the Author, a {peed 
extirpation of the diftempered part gives the patient the only 
chance which he has for life. 

This paper is followed by a pretty large and inftruGtive col. 
lection of obfervations and cafes, relative to the different kinds 
of bernie or ruptures; being an Appendix to the Author's 
general treatife on that fubject. Some of the principal doc. 
trines that may be deduced from thefe cafes are: — That 
omental herniz, both fimply confidered, and in their conf. 
quences, are far from being fo void of danger as has been 
imagined :--~ That, as the Author had before maintained, a 
portion of the omentum, however large, may be extirpated with 
perfect fafety; and that the tying it is not only unneceflary, 
but pernicious. Three cafes are here related, on which the 
Author originally founded this laft mentioned opinion; and 
in which, on diflection, no other caufe appeared, to which 
the deaths of the patients, whofe omenta had been tied, could 
be attributed, except the aforefaid ligature. In all the three 
fubjects, the inteftines and other vifcera were perfeétly found; 
but in one of them, the omentum was found in a highly in- 
flamed ftate, and, in the two others, was gangrenous through 
its whole extent :—That in inteftinal ftrangulated hernia, in- 
jections of the fmoke, or, if a proper apparatus be not at 
hand, of the infufion, of tobacco (made by pouring one 
point of boiling water on one drachm of the plant) are the 
moft powerful evacuants, and have even often produced the 
fpontaneous return of adifplaced inteftine, which had refifted 
al) attempts to reduce it by the hand. 

While he is treating of this fubjeét, the Author difcufles 
the queftion, whether the ftriClure made by the tendon, in an 
incarcerated hernia, be an original difeafe, or confequential 
only to a diforder in the inteftine: but for his remarks on 
this nice, and, in fome cafes, important queftion, the right 
folution of which may, in particular inftances, have great In 
fluence on the conduct of the furgeon, we muft refer to the 
work, as well as for his obfervations and cafes relating '0 


congenial and cyftic hernia. ‘This part of the work 3s pave 
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gated by a curious cafe of an ovarian hernia, of which the fol- 
lowing are the principal circumttances : 

A healthy young woman of the age of twenty-three was 
received into St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, on account of a 
fall, foft, moveable {welling in each groin. The tumors la 
ton the outfide of the tendinous opening in each of the 
oblique mufcles, through which they feemed to have pafled. 
All attempts to return them back through thefe openings hav- 
ao been ineffectual, their extirpation was agreed upon. On 
dividing the fkin and membrana adip:fa on one fide, a fine 
membranous bag came into view, which was found to be the 
warium, on which a ligature being made, it was cut off. The 
fame appearances attended the operation performed on the 
other fide. The young woman, who has enjoyed good health 
ever fince the operation, but who before had very large breafts, 
and menftruated regularly, entirely Joft her breafts, nor have 
the menfes ever appeared fince that time. 

The volume is terminated by the Author’s obfervations on 
aparticular and fingular fpecies of mortification, affecting the 
toes and feet, and fometimes extending to the leg ; and which, 
in fpite of all the aid of phyfic and furgery, and particularly 
even of the moft liberal ufe of the bark, has hitherto moft 
commonly deftroyed the patient. It appears to be a difeafe 
Jui generis, differing in its nature and appearances from all the 
other {pecies of mortification; from thofe particularly arifing 
from inflammation, from external cold, from tight bandage, 
or from any known or vifible caufe. 

Though no man, Mr. Port obferves, can entertain a higher 
opinion of the virtues of the Peruviam bark than he does, in 
all other cafes where it has been ufed or recommended; yet 
he is forry to declare that, in this particular difeafe, in which 
his experience feems to have been pretty extenfive, he has 
feldom, if ever, feen the exhibition of it attended with fuc- 
cefs, He has given it in the laryeft quantities, at the fhorteft 


“intervals, and in all kinds of forms, either alone, or come 


bined with various other medicines; he has at the fame time 
ufed it externally, in the different forms of fomentation, poul- 
tice, and dreffing :—* ftill the diftemper has continued its 
ty perhaps a little more flowly, but ftil! it has ended in 
eath,” 

Chance, however, at laft gave him an opportunity of dif- 
covering the falutary effects of another powerful drug in this 
difeafe, in the cafe of a patient who, either trom antipathy, 
odftinacy, or fome other caufe, could not be prevailed upon 
to take the bark. All the {mall toes were completely mor- 
tied ; and the difeafe was advancing with fuch hafty ftrides, 
that he fuppofed a very few days would determine the event. 

Merely 
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Merely to procure a remiflion from the great and continyal 
pain which the patient felt in his foot and ankle, he gave 
him opium in pretty large dofes. Finding a perceptible ad- 
vantage refulting from this practice, he at length increafed the 
quantity of the medicine to a grain given every three or four 
hours; watching, however, its narcotic effects, and keepin 
the body open by injections. The refult was, that the pro. 
grefs of the difeafe was foon {topped, the mortified Parts were 
caft off, the bones feparated, and a clean fore was left; dur. 
ing the healing of which the Author gradually diminithed, and 
finaliy left off the opiate. | 

Not caring to truft folely to the power of his new medi. 
cine, on the credit of a fingle inftance, the Author joined the 
bark with it in the next cafe that prefented itfelf, and had the 
pleafure to find the event equally fortunate. He faw no tea- 
fon, however, to afcribe any part of the cure to the bark; 
and therefore, in the next cafe, trufted to the opium alone; 
and ¢ fucceeded in the fame happy manner, though under the 
very difagreeable circumftances of feventy years of age, a 
broken diflempered conftitution, and the difeafe making a 
hafty progrefs.” Every opportunity which he has fince had 
of repeating the experiment has ftill more and more con- 
vinced him of the great efficacy of opium in this particular 
difeafe. With this medicine he declares that he has repeatedly 
given that afliftance to thofe afflicted with this deftrudtive’ 
diforder, which he verily believes is not to be obtained from 
any other quarter; and that it has never difappointed bim, 
except under fuch circumftances as, he thinks, would fairly 
account for the failure. 

On the whole, thefe chirurgical fragments are a valuable 
addition to the Author’s former publications, They are marked 
with that fpirit of obfervation, perfpicuity of reafoning, and 
candour in difcufling controverted points,—and, in fhort, 
with that good fenfe which diftinguifhes his other produétions. " 





Arr. Ill. 4 Treatife of Optics : Containing Elements of the Science; 
In two Books. By Jofeph Harris, Efq; late his Majefty’s Affay- 
Matter of the Mint. 4to. 14s, in Boards. White. 1775. 


HE ingenious Author of this treatife feems to have made 

the fcience of optics his peculiar ftudy: he had long 
employed himfelf in colleting materials with a view of pre- 
paring and publifhing a very extenfive and elaborate difcufion 
of this fubje&t, as we may judge by the outlines of the plan 
which he had adopted. ‘The whole work was to have beet 
comprifed in three books; the two firft of which were to con- 


tain an illuftration and proof of the elements of the fcience- 
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¢ Thefe (the Editor informs us) were finifhed and printed off, 
both plates and letter prefs, with uncommon care and cor- 
reftnefs.’—In the third book, it was his intention to have 
explained the theory and mechanifm of optical inftruments, 
under the general head of telefcopes and micrefcopes: but, as 
this part of his plan required a variety of accurate experi- 
ments, his other avocations interfered ; his health declined ; 
and though he refumed, at his leifure, the profecution of his 
defn, the public have now to regret, that he was prevented 
from completing it, and that his death was ‘ probably haft- 
ened’ by his intenfe application to this favourite ftudy. 

The treatife now before us, though a pofthumous publica- 
tion and long delayed, was finifhed by the Author himfelf, and 
firft printed under his own infpeétion: It is indeed, for the 
moft part, a compilation; but the materials that compofe it 
are ranged with great judgment and perfpicuity ; nor are there 
wanting illuftrations and remarks, introduced by the Author 
himfelf, which very much enhance the value of this publica- 
tion. As far as it extends, it is comprehenfive, clear, and fa- 
tisfactory ; and thofe who wifh to acquaint themfelves with 
the elements of this fcience will here find all neceflary inftruc- 
tion and afiiftance. 

The firft book contains the elementary part of optics: our 
Author begins with explaining the chief properties of light, 
and defining the terms that moft frequently occur in this {ci- 
ence: he proceeds to demonttrate the various laws of reflec- 
tion and refraction at plain and fpherie¢al furfaces. He then 
illuftrates the rationale and effe&t of denfes of different figures, 
and examines the aberration of rays from the geometrical 
focus, as it is owing to the figure of the Jens and to the dif- 
ferent refrangibility of the rays themfelves; he inveftigates 
the quantity of each in a variety of cafes, and fhews, in the 
refult, how extremely inconfiderable the former is, compared 
with the latter. Having laid down the theory of the reflec- 
tion and refraction of light, and propofed, with great accu- 
racy and in a very intelligible manner, the feveral cafes that 
occur, our Author goes on, in his fecond book, to explain the 
theory of vifion, He begins with defcribing the ftru€ture of 
the eye and determining the focus, both of paralle] and oblique 
rays, after pafling through its feveral coats and humours to 
the retina, where the image is formed; and, under this head, 
he gives us a quotation froth a manufcript of Sir Ifaac New- 
ton in his hands, explaining his hypothefis with refpe& to 
the manner of vifion. It was his opinion, that the fenfations, 
caufed by the impulfes of light upon the retina, are com- 
municated to the brain or fenforium, by the mediation of a 
fine ether: < Light (fays he) feldom ftrikes upon she parts of 
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grofs bodies, (as may be feen in its pafling through them,) 
its reflection and refraction are made by the diverfity of 
xthers; and therefore its effect on the retina can only be to 
make this vibrate; which motion then muft be either car. 
ried inthe optic nerves to the fenforium, or produce other 
motions that are carried thither. Not the latter, for water 
is too grofs for fuch fubtile impreffions ; and as for animal 
fpirits, though I tyed a piece of the optic nerve at one end, 
and warmed it in the middle, to fee if any airy fubftance by 
that means would difclofe itfelf in bubbles at the other end, 
I could not fpy the leaft bubble; a little moifture only, and 
the marrow itfelf fqueezed out. And indeed they that know 
how difficultly air enters {mall pores of bodies, have reafon to 
fufpect that an airy body, though much finer than air, can 
pervade, and without violence (as it ought todo), the fmall 
pores of the brain and nerves, | fhould fay of water, becaufe 
thofe pores are filled with water; and if it could, it would 
be too fubtile to be imprifoned by the dura mater and tkull, 
and might pafs for ether. However, what need of fuch fpi- 
rit? much motion is ever loft by communication, efpecially 
betwixt bodies of different conftitutions ; and therefore it can 
be no way conveyed to the fenforium fo entirely, as by the 
zether itfelf. Nay, granting me, but that there are pipes filled 
with a tranfparent liquor paffing from the eye to the fenfo- 
rium, and the vibrating motion of the ether will of necef- 
fity run along thither. For nothing interrupts the motion but 
refleling furfaces ; and therefore alfo that motion cannot ftray 
through the refle€ting furfaces of the pipe, but muft run along 
(like a found ina trunk) entire to the fenforium. And that vifion 
thus made is very conformable to the fenfe of hearing, which 
is made by like vibrations.’ Sir J/aac’s conjecture concerning 
the method whereby we acquire ideas of different colours, is 
grounded on this hypothefis. See his Optics: Query 13. 

Our ingenious Author proceeds in colle&ting and reciting 
the generally received folutions of the principal phanomena of 
vifion ; and he gives us a particular detail of fome experi- 
ments of his own for determining the minimum vifibile, or the 
angle fubtended by the leaft vifible obje&; and the conclu- 
fion he deduces from them is this, that a fimple object can be 
feen under a lefs angle than the parts of a compound ob- 
ject, and that this angle, in moft cafes, cannot be lefs than 
40°; and at amedium, not lefs than 2 minutes: He likewile 
infers from thefe experiments and his fubfequent reafoning 
upon them, that *¢a globular object lefs than gis inch In 
diameter, is, to the generality of cyes, totally invilible : and 
excepting in few cafes, an object cannot be feen that is lefs 


than ;‘> inch in diameter; an object of that breadth fub- 
ucnding an angle of 1 min, at the diftance of 8 inches a 
the 
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But an object, placed on a field differing infenfibly 
fom itin colour, is not perceivable under a lefs angle than 
hout 4 mine and in fuch ciicumitance the imalleft vifible 
sbiect is not lefs than 75s inch in diameter, At a medium, 
the breadth of the leaft globular object that is difcernible by 
the naked eye is perhaps about the ;o0 Of an inch.” 

He largely illuftrates the rationale of diftinct and indiftin® 
yifion: he fhews what defecis the eye is fubject to, whence 
they ufually arife, and how they are to be remedied by the 
afitance of glafles; this part ot his work is by no means the 
Jeaft curious. He then propofes feveral rules and cautions by 
which we are to judge concerning the apparent diftances and 
magnitudes of vilible objects. in the remaining part of this 
work, our Author treats of vifion by light, reflected from 
plane and fpherical fpeculums; of vifion through any given 
mediums; of pictures feen through convex lenfes; and the 
whole is terminated with a minute and accurate defcription 
of camera-obfeuras. Our Readers will be able to form fome 
judgment of the plan and compafs of this work from that ana- 
lyfis of its contents, which we have now given them, 

Some will probably apprehend, and not altogether without 
reafon, that the Author has purfued feveral fubjects to a de- 
ree of necdlefs and tirefome prolixity : others will difcover 
chafms and defeéts in the more important parts of this work. 
Thefe, however, we are ready to imagine, would have been 
fupplied in his third book, and in that feries of experiments 
which he had begun, but which is unfortunately left unfi- 
nifhed. We can only lament, that death has deprived the 
Public of that additional book, which, executed agreeably to 
the fpecimen now before us, would have rendered this treatife 
complete. As many of the Author’s papers are in the hands 
of the Editor of this work, we cannot help wifhing that fome 
perfons, acquainted with the fcience of optics, would under- 
take to revife and perfect them; more efpecially as he has 
given us reafon to think, that fome of the moft valuable ma- 
terials, though in a deranged and imperfe@t ftate, ftill remain 
in his pofleffion. Rs. 


she eye. 





Art. IV. Obfervations on feveral Paffages in the Book.of Proverbs ; 
with two Sermons. By Thomas Hunt, D.D. F.R. and A, SS. 
Jate Canon of Chrift Church, Regius Profeflor of Hebrew, and 
Laudian Profeffor of Arabic. 4to. 5:5. fewed. Oxford, Prince. 
Rivington, London. 1775. 


N Dr. Hunt we have an inftance, that a great reputation 
may be acquired in the literary world by a fmall number 

ef publications. His character, as an Orientalift, was raifed 
to the higheft pitch, by his Oration on the Antiquity, Elegance, 
X 2 and 
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and Utility of the Arabic Tongue, his Difcourfe on the Ufe of 
the Eaftern Diale&ls, and his Diflertation on Prov, vii, 22, 22, 
and he juftly retained this character to the clofe of his life, Jr 
is much to be regretted, that a peifon fo eminently qualified 
for it, did not engage in fome grand and critical work; and 
efpecially, that he did not complete his intended edition of the 
book of Job. But Icarned men are fometimes prevented } 

indolence, and fometimes by timidity, from exerting themfelves 
in the manner that might be defired and expeéted at their hands, 
The laft of thefe difpofitions was the characteriftic of Dr. Hunt, 
An hundred and twelve pages of the pre fent work were printed 
off long before his death: and the only true reafon why he 
himfelf did not finifh it, is,—that he was remarkably timorous, 
and diftruftful of his own judgment; and that, in his declinin 

years, he grew more and more fearfu! of the feverity of public 
criticifm. This, however, was a fear which he had as little 
caufe for as moft men. 

That the whole of the volume before us is the genuine pro- 
duction of Dr. Hunt, and by him equally intended for the prefs, 
is afcertained by the learned Editor, Dr. Kennicott, 

In the Introduétion, the Author hath made fome obfervations 
on the manner of explaining fcripture, and particularly the 
book of Proverbs, great part of which we fhall infert, as they 
cannot fail of plealing our difcerning Readers : 

‘ It has been well obferved by the Critics, that there is no better 
way, in general, to come at the true meaning of an Author, than 
10 compare him with himfelf. This obfervation is founded on a fup- 
pofition, that every Author has his peculiar method of exprefling 
himfelf, and that he every where acts confiflently with it: theefor- 
mer is true of every Writer, in general, and the latter of every good 
one. Men’s /yles are almoft as different as their faces. And as in 
the latter, there are fome peculiar lines and features, which ‘make 
up The Perfon, and diilinguifh him from every other; fo are there, 
in the former, certain modes of thinking, and turns of expreffion, 
a difcover their Author, and point out the pen from which they 

ow. 

* Whoever therefore fits down to any book, with a defign of read- 
ing it with profit to himfelf, or of explaining it with fuccefs to ano- 
ther, muft be particularly careful to cnter into the fpirit and genius 
of the writer; to acquaint himfelf with his manner; to ftudy his 
diction ; and weigh his fentiments: and thereby, at laft, to inf- 
nuate himfelf into a thorough intimacy and acquaintance with him. 
The eite&t of this familiarity with your Author will be, that he will 
open himfelf freely to you; lay out his whole mind before you ; and 
not fuffer you to go away with any difficulty, which your long 
friendfhip with him has entitled you to a folution of. 

‘ This is a method, which has always been found of great ufe 
for underftanding Profane Authors ; and it will equally hold in our 
itudy of the Sacred. They to, it is certain, are the bett expofitors 
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of themfelves ; and will be moft eafily underftood by thofe, who com- 

are them moft carefully, They likewife have their peculiar and 
jitinguifhing ways of exprefling them(elves ; by duly a to 
which, and fo in this fenfe comparing Spiritual things wit Spiritual, 
the careful Expofitor will In time contract fuch an acquaintance with 
them, as will enable him clearly to difcern their meaning, upon mott 
occafions ; and readily to account for difficulties in places of obfcu- 
rity, by having obferved their feveral methods in places lefs dark 
and intricate. ; 

+ As this is true of the whole Bible, in general ; fo, in a particu- 
lar manner, Of the book of Proverés. 'Thefe Proverbs, being for 
the moft part looie and independent leutences, are not capable of re- 
ceiving that help from the context, which many other paflages of 
feriptures are : confequently our way of itudying 74c/e cannot be the 
fame with that we make ufe of for underftanding 74e/. But then, 
this book has a method of its own ; and fuch a one too, as, if duly 
regarded, will ferve for a clue to conduct us through the intricacies 
of moft of thefe dark /ayings ; and to bring us to the kuowledge of a 
proverb, and the interpretation thereof. \f the Proverbs have not that 
advantage from the context, which the more ge egg ge of 
fcrinture have ; they can do without it. Each of them, if rightly 
divided and confidered, is a comment on itfelf; and the very ob- 
fcureit, when fet in a proper view, will thine by its own luftre. 

‘ For the clearer underitanding of what is here advanced; we are 
to take notice, that almoft all thefe ancient aphorifms are (like 
moft of the proverbs ufed in the Eaft at this day) divided into Two 
Parts, or verficles, or (as the Greeks call them) Hemi/fichs ; which, 
to make the divifion the more confpicuous, are, in Grabe’s edition 
of the Alexandrian MS. of the LXX. accordingly ranged under 
each other; both beginning with capital letters. Thefe two he- 
miftichs are generally connected together by the Hebrew particle 
vau; which, in our language, is rendered by Azd, or But, accord- 
ing as the fubjeci-matter of the proverb will admit. If the fubject- 
matter of both parts be the /ame; it is rendered 4zd, and denotes 
the agreement there is between them : if different, it is rendered But, 
and denotes the difagreement. In the one cafe, the latter hemittich 
is put by way of repetition and confirmation of the former; in the 
other cafe, by way of antithefis and oppofition to it. 

‘ In both thefe cafes, that is, whether one hemiftich be put by way 
of confirmation of the othtr, or by way of oppofition to it; they 
mutually explain each other: and when we underftand one, as we 
generally may, it is not often difficult to underftand the other. Where- 
fore, as this is the almoft invariable method of thefe fentences ; it will 
follow, that wherever a tranflation appears to depart from this me- 
thod, that is, wherever the hemiftichs are fo rendered as not to exe 
prefs this dependence on each other; we have great reafon to fuf- 
pet either the truth of fuch tranflation, or the purity of the prefent 
ext, 


The firft piece here publithed, is the diflertation on Proverbs 


vii, 22, 23, of which we need only obferve, that this is the 
fecond edition. 
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The remainder of the volume, from the thirty-firft page, jg 
entirely new; and this part of the work commences with a 
fermon on Proverbs xix. 2, which contains a number of excel. 
lent reflections on the importance of cultivating and improvin 
the underflanding, eipecially with regard to religious know. 
ledge. 

‘fhe diflertations, or obfervations, asthe Author hath rather 
chofen to call them, on account of the fhortnefs of the Greater 
part of them, are twenty-fix in number. They difplay, in a 
very advantageous light, the critical acumen of the Author, 
and his extenfive acquaintance with the Eaftern languages, 
Inftead of producing a differtation or two by way of {pecimen, 
we fhall do what will probably be more acceptable to our 
Readers : we fhail lay before them the refule of the whole; 
{tating firft, under each particular, the words as they appear in 
our Englifh tranflation, and then the verfion of them propofed 
by Dr. Hunt. For the criticifms on which the Doétor’s yer. 
fions are founded, we mutt refer to the work itfelf, 


Prov. i. 17. Surely in wain the net is fpread 
In the fight of any bird, 
‘* For in vain is the net ttrewed with grain, 
“* In the cyes of any bird.” 


D° xix. 10. Delight is not feemly for a fool: 
Much lefs for a Jervant to have rule over princes. 
‘* Tt is not feemly for a fool to hold the reins of government ; 
‘* Much lefs for a fervant to have rule over princes.” 


D° xix, 22. The defire of a man is his kindnefs: 
And a poor manis better than a liar. 
‘* The defirablenefs of a man is his kindnefs ; 
«‘ But a poor man is better than a man of deceit,” 


D° xix. 24. 4 flothful man hideth his hand in his bofom, 
And will not fo much as bring it to his mouth again, 
** A flothful man hideth his hand in the difh ; 
**¢ Even to his own mouth he will not return it.” 


De xxiv. 27. Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyfelf in 
And afterwards build thine houfe. | [the field : 
“* Prepare thy work without ; 
** And fit it up in the field : 
“* Go afterwards, and build thine houfe.” 


D° xxv. 13. As the cold of /now in the time of harvef: 
Soisa faitiful meffenger to them that fend him; for bé 
refreflcth the foul of bis mafters. 
“* As.a veflel of inow, in the time of harveft; 
‘¢ So is a truily meffenger to them that fend him: 
“* For he reviveth the {pirit of his maiiers.’” 


De® xxv, 23. Tbe north wind driveth away rain: 


So dcih an angry countenance a backbitine toponte 
gry ‘gf tang “The 
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«¢ The north-wind bringeth forth rain ; 
“‘ And a fecret tongue angry countenances.” 


A righteous man falling down before the wicked, 

Is as a troubled fountain, and a corrupt Jpring. 

«¢ A troubled fountain, and a corrupted fpring ; 

“«‘ So is the righteous man, {werving from juitice, in the pre- 
fence of the wicked.” 


poxxvi. 7. The legs of the lame are not equal : 
So is a parable in the mouth of fools. 
‘¢ The legs fail through lamenefs ; 
‘© And a parable in the mouth of fools.” 
D° xxvi. 23. Burning lips, and a wicked heart, 
Are like @ pot/berd covered with filver drofs. 
‘* Refined filver, {pread over a potfherd ; 
** So are ardent lips, and a wicked heart.” 


D° xxvii. 6. Faithful are the wounds of a friend: 
But the kiffes of an enemy are deceitful. 

‘¢ Faithful are the wounds of one, who loveth: 

“* But deceitful are the kiffes of one, who hateth,” 
De xxvii. 15. <4 continual dropping in a very rainy day, 

nd a contenticus woman are alike. 
‘* Continued is the dropping in a very rainy day ; 
‘¢ And a woman of contentions maketh herfelf like to it.” 


D° xxvii. 22. Though thou foouldef? bray a fool in a mortar among 
wheat with a péftil, yet will not bis foclifbne/s de- 
part from him, 

‘¢ Though thou threth a fool on the floor among corn with a 
threfhing-inftrument ; yet wilt thou not remove his folly 
from him.” 

D° xxviil. 3. 4 poor man, that oppreffeth the poor, 

Is like a fweeping rain, which leaveth no food. 
«¢ A man, who hath been poor, and oppreffeth the weak, 
‘“‘ Is a rain that fweepeth away, fo that there is no food.” 


D? xxviii. 11. The rich man is wife in his own conceit: 
But the poor that hath underftanding fearcheth him out,” 
** The rich man is wife in his own eyes : 
‘** But the poor man, that has difcernment to trace him out, 
will defpife him.” 


D? xxviii, 12. When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory: 
But when the wicked rife, a man is hidden. 
“* When the righteous prevail, there is great rejoicing : 
** But when the wicked rife [to power] men retire [in filence].” 


D° xxviii, 16. 4 prince, that wanteth underflanding, is alfo a great op- 
reffor : 
But be that hateth coveteou/ne/s fhall prolong his days. 
“ The prince, that wanteth confideration, is a great oppreffor : 
** But he, that hateth covetoufnefs, will wait fome days.” 


D° xxviii, 21. To have refpe of perfons, is not good: 
For, for a piece of bread, that man will tran/grefs, 
4 ‘*A maa 


D? XXV» 26. 
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«© A man, that hath refpect of perfons, is not good : 
‘« For, for a piece of bread, he will betray a man.” 
D° xxviii. 22. He, that hafteth to be rich hath an evil eye, 
And confidereth not, that poverty fhall come upon him, 
“© An envious man haileth to ect wealth : it.” 
‘© And knoweth not, the merciful man [ alone | fhall attain unto 
D> xxix. 5. Aman, t sat flattereth his neighbour, 
Spreadeth a net for his feet. 
«6 Fe, that layeth a net for his neighbour, 
‘© Spreadeth [2] for his own feet, 
D° xxix. 7. The righteous confidereth the caufe of the peer: 
But the wicked regaraeth not to know it. 
«¢ The riyhieous will confider the caufe of the poor: 
<< | But] the wicked will not regard [Ais] fuit.” 
D° xxix. 21. He that delicately bringeth up his Jervant from a child, 
Shall have him beceme his jon at the length. | 
‘© He, that is indulged from a child, fhall be a fervant: 
*¢ And his latter end thal) be miferable.” 
D° xxx.15. The horfeleach hath two daughters ; 
Crying, Give, give. 
‘¢ The horfeleach hath two daughters ; 
“« Give, give.” 
D° xxx. 17. —And defpifeth to obey his mother —— 
«¢ —- that difhonours the o/d-age of his mother.” 
D° xxx. 23. For an odious woman, when fhe is married: 
And an handmaid, that is heir to her miftrefs. 
‘** For the hated woman, when rettored to the power of a wife: 
‘** And an handmaid, when fhe hath difpoflefied her miftrefs.” 
D° xxx. 27. The locu/'s have no king : 
Yet they go forth all of them by bands. 
“¢ The locait hath no king : 
“« But goeth forth to war, on the alarm of its whole army.” 


For the fake of fuch of our Readers as may have forgotten, 
or not have feen the diflertation on Proverbs vii. 22, 23, We 
fha!] add Dr. Hunt’s verfion of that paflage : 

** He goeth after her ftraightway, 

** As an ox goeth to the flaughter: 

** Or as an hart bounde:h into the toils, 
“Till a dart ftrike through his liver: 

“* As a bird hafteth io the fnare, 

** And knoweth not that it is for his life.” 


The work before us is concluded with a fermon, on Mat- 
thew i. 23, which exhibits a learned comment upon the text, 
and a judicious defence of its prophetical application to the cha- 


racter of our Saviour. 
K ° 
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Agt. V. Anatomia Uteri Humani Gravidi, &c. The Anatamy of the 
Human Gravid Uterus, exhibited in figures: by William Hunter, 
phyfician Extraordinary to the Queen, Profeflor of Anatomy 


« 


in the Koyal Academy, and Fellow of the Royal and Antiquarian 
cocieties. Fol. Imp. Paper, 61. 6s. Birmingham, Bafkerville, 

Sold by Cadell in London. 1774. 

S the nature of this fplendid and celebrated publication, 

which folely confifts of engraved plates, accompanied 
only with explanations of the figures contained in them, 
recludes us from enlarging upon its contents ; the propereft 
method by which we can convey to our readers a juft idea of the 
nature of the work, will be, to give the hiftory of the under- 
taking, as we colleét it from the author’s preface; and to 
fubjoin a fhort defcriptive catalogue of the different fubjeéts 
contained in this collection. 

The cultivation of that part of Anatomy which forms the 
fubject of this publication, had not, for obvious reafons, kept 
pace with the improvements and difcoveries made in the other 
branches of that fcience. Opportunities of diflecting the hu- 
man pregnant uterus, at leifure, as the author obferves, very 
rarely occur. It was not till the year 1751, that a favourable 
opportunity prefented itfelf to him, of profecuting, on the hu- 
man fubject, his refearches into utero-geftation, which had 
before, in a great meafure, been confined to brutes. The 
body cf a woman who died fuddenly near the end of pregnancy, 
and in a feafon of the year favourable to diflection, then fell 
into his hands. The injection of the blood-vefiels proved fuc- 
ce(sful, This fubject furnifhed ten capital drawings, which were 
made by that able draughtfman, in this branch of defign, M. 
Rymfdyk ; and were engraved by Strange, Grignion, Ravenet, 
and other capital artiits. 

The author originally propofed to have immediately pub- 
lifted thefe ten plates, as an illuftration of an intended anato- 
mical defcription of the gravid uterus, and as a ground-work 
for further improvements in this part of anatomy. Two other 
lubje&ts, however, having come into his poffeffion, he enlarged 
his plan, in hopes of being enabled to give the public a more 
extenfive work, by diligently availing himfelf of thofe opportu- 
nities with which his refidence in a populous city, and the 
a of his numerous friends, might furnifh him for that 
purpoie, 

The prefent work is the joint refult of the author’s good for- 
tune in thefe refpects, and of the fkill and diligence with which 
he turned it to account. It contains a feries of engravings 
taken from no lefs than thirteen different fubjects, who died in 
Vatlous periods of pregnancy; from the term of five weeks, 
0 that of nine months, Thefe engravings are contained in 
thirty-four 
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thirty-four plates ; in which each figure is an exa& reprefenta, 
tion of nature, or a faithful copy of the object (firft properly 
prepared for the purpoic by the author) as it appeared to the 
painter, without prefenting to the view any parts thrown in 
from memory or the imagination, Although fome advantages 
may undoubtedly be derived from a temperate and judicious 
exercife of the fancy, by exhibiting, in the fame fizure, the 
refult of a variety of ftudies after nature, and what could not 
pofhibly be feen, at one view, in the fame fubject : yet the more 
rigid method adopted by the author has, as ke juftly obferves, 
this very effential advantage; that, ¢ as it reprefents what was 
actually feen, it carries the mafk of truth, and becomes almoft 
as infallible as the object itfelf.’—It is likewife a capital advan. 
tage attending this work, though it is acknowledged, that the 
price of it is hereby confiderably enhanced, that all the figures, 
with a very few exceptions, are exhibited as large as the life; 
fo that the fmaller component parts are reprefented diftindly 
and without confulion. 

It remains that we give a general view of the contents of the 
work. The firft ten plates reprefent the fubject abovementioned 
in various fituations. In the firft of them, a front view is 
given, without any other preparation than acrucial incifion and 
the removal of the integuments. “Two different fide views 
follow. In another plate, the uterus is reprefented opened, 
and the foetus, in /itu, brought into view, in a highly finithed 
engraving, by Mr, Strange. Views of the internal furface of 
the uterus and its appendages, and of the contents of the abdo- 
men, which come into view after its removal, conftitate the 
fubjects of the remaining plates of this feries. 

The rath, rath, 13th, r4th, and r5th plates exhibit views 
of the uterus alone, or with the foetus included, taken from four 
other females who died likewife at the full time. The fucceed- 
ing plates, from the 16th to the 2oth, prefent views of the 
womb, &c. in a fixth fubjeét, who died at the period of eight 
months, The three firft of thefe principally exhibit the diftii- 
butions of the uterine veflels. 

In plate 21ft, the uterus is reprefented as laid open in a 
feventh fubjeét, who died in the feventh month. ‘The 22d 
reprefents a fection of the pelvis in the fame fubje&t. In this 
very inftructive drawing, the form, fituation, &c. of its contents 
are Clearly exhibited. : 

Plates 23d and 24th contain drawings made from an eighth 
fubje& at fix months. The following plates, from the 25th t 
the 29th, prefent various figures from three other fubjects who 
died in the fifth month. In the 26th particularly, are fhewa 
the circumitances of a retroverted uterus, and a bladder enor 
moutfly diftended. ia 
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In the goth, art, and 32d plates, drawings are given of the 
yerus and its contents, in the fourth and third months of preg- 
nancy ; and in the 339 and 34th plates, are reprefented fizures 
of diferent abortions and conceptions, at different periods, from 
gine to three weeks. . 

We fhall only further add, with refpect to this capital pro- 
juction, that it every where carries marks of the author’s {kill 
and attention, both in the previous preparation, and in the 
judicious difpofition, of the different {ubjects, for the purpofe of 
furnifhing diftinct and inftructive views of all the parts; and 
that the execution of it, both with reipect to the drawing and 
engraving, i general, perfectly corr{ponds with the known 
gorrectnels of the author, and does credit to the different 


artifts employed in it. B-y. 


—_—_— 





Art. VI. 4 Philofophical Differtation on the Diving Veflel projeZed by 
" Mr, Day, and funk in Plymouth Sound, &¢ To which is added am 
Appendix, foewing the varicus Methids of I7 eighing Ships in general, 
—IIluftrated with two Copper Plates. by N,. D. Falck, M. D. 

Quarto, 2s.6d. Law, &c. 1775. ) 

AD the body of the late unfortunate Mr. Day been a 

pure mafs of molten gold, or had he even defcended into 
the deep, in the A@arza floop, Jaden with a cargo of diamonds, 
Dr. Falck could not have exerted himfe!f with more zeal and 
unremitting induftry, than are difplayed in this account of his 
reiterated and expenfive attempts to bring him up to the furface, 
and convey him and his veffel to dry land. His principal and 
avowed motive was, however, of a nobler and more dilinterefted 
kind, 

‘ There is,’ as the author himfelf obferveth in his preface, 
* a predominant paffion reigning in the brealt cf every man, 
which, ‘* like Aaron’s ferpent, fwallows up the refi ; ’—mine is that 
of benefiting mankind.’ Our exalted philanthropift further ob- 
ferves, that his firft and principal object was no lefs than a pro- 
fpect * of reftoring life to a man, whofe death he prefumed not 
to be real, but a mere ceflation of the animal functions, and 
whofe congealed mafs of blood would remain a confiderable 
tine, in fo cold a region, before a chance of putrefaction could 
take place ;” —-and who * was fecure from becoming food for 
the fith.’ 

Our author, neverthelefs, was not in a condition to begin his 
benevolent and falutary operations, in favour of the fubmarine 
Philofopher and gambler, till fix weeks afcer his fubmeriion ; 
and, on their failure, had got every thing in readinefs with a 
view to refume them, even after an interval of above four months. 
Even at the firft of thefe periods, Dr. Falck muft, to ufe his 
own words, have been greatly ‘ blinded Ly philanthropy,’ if he 
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entertained the moft diftant hopes of the revivifcence of this 


unfortunate diver ; unlefs he might found them on the popular 


opinion concerning the f{wallow, which is fuppofed to lie 
torpid, during the winter, at the bottom of ponds or lakes, and 
to be reftored to life on being brought into the air, and fe. 
ceiving its warm and vivifying infuence.—Be this as it may, 
the author’s  fecond motive was, the pleafure of clearing UD to 
the philofophical world, the true caufe of the failure of this ex. 
periment, and to difcover tuch tacts as might prove of future 


advantage to the world,’ 


We mutt refer the reader to the pamphlet itfelf, for the au. 
thor’s defcription and delineation of Mr. Day’s diving veffel ; 
and the account which he gives of his various, apparently well 
coficerted, though unfuccelsful endeavours to | weigh and bring 
it to fhore. We mult, however, take the liberty to obferve, 
that Dr. Falck appears to much greater advantage in the prac- 
tical department, than in that of philofophical theory. Though 
from his very minute and fatisfactory defcription of the me- 
chanifm of the diving vefiel, and his relation of the cir- 
cumftances attending the execution of Mr. Day’s experi- 
ment, an intelligent and well-informed reader cannot be at a lofs 
to aflizn many probable caules of its failure; the principal of 
which are pointed out by the Author: yet he will not readily 
adopt Dr. Falck’s fingular opinions, either with refpect to the 


© prodigious cold’ of the region into which Mr. Day 


defcended ; 


or the equally prodigious effects which he fuppofes this cold 
muft necefiarily produce on the air which he carried down with 
him: nor will he readily join the Dotor in his very obfervable 
hydroftatical heterodoxy ; which, as philofophical inquifitors, 


we cannot poflibly pafs unnoticed. 


‘ To me, fays Dr. Falck, it appears probable that the air 
with which Mr. Day defcended would be fo diminifhed by the 
cold of the circumambient water at that great depth, as to ren- 
der the chamber comparatively a vacuum.’—Nay, fuch are Dr. 
F.’s notions of the more than antarctic cold which, he fup- 
pofes, rages in the fubmarine recions, at the depth of 22 
fathoms ; that he affirms that “Ir. Day * muft, as it were, have 
been thunder/iruck with cold 2. the end of his fatal and fudden 
defcent ; fo as to exhauft all vivifying warmth of the animal 


automaton.’ 


On coming ¢ to aconclufion on this head,’ the Author adds, 
that ‘ if it has fo happened that the chamber’ (in which Mr. 
Day defcended) * has been burft in by the preffure of the wa- 
ter, the violence could neither proceed from the denfity of the 
water at that depth 5 zor from the weight of the column of water 
preffing upon the objec? ; but from the prodigisus coldne/s of the cit 


cumambient water, contracting the inclofed air in the chambet 
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(y as to render it comparatively a vacuum, not only unable to 
refit, but even by an attractive force to invite the circumam- 
rent cold and condenfed fluid to prefs in its walls, fimilar to 
an exhaufted vial in the receiver of the air pump, when the 
jr is Jet ing which, on account of the vacuum within, is 
crufhed by the weight of the atmofphere.’ 

In this and other paflages Dr. Falck treats the well known, 
and certainly well founded, bydroffatical paradox, as it has been 
called, very cavalierly. He declares it to be a gro/s philofophi- 
alerror, © although it is generally adopted—to attribute the 
reflure to the weight of the column of water above ;’ and ftig- 
matifes this doctrine, as a propofition * incompatible to common 
ferfe, and the nature of things.’ 

What ComMon SENSE, inher great wifdom, but unenlightened 
byexperience, might fay, if fhe were confulted on this matter, 
we fhall not inquire. For our parts—though fhe is undoubredly 
avery refpectable good old lady—experiment, and reafoning, 
induce us to fy in her face on this occafion, and refolutely to 
maintain, againft all her, and her advocate’s, fuggeflions to the 
contrary, that the Maria, or any other iloop, lying in 22 fa- 
thoms of falt water, muft undoubtedly fuflain, on all fides, a 
preflure at leaft equal to the weight of four atmofpheres, 

Overlooking thefe and other theoretical muziakes, which are 
not intitled to a regular or formal confutation, we fhall only 
add, that thofe whofe curiofity is directed towards the fubject of 
this performance, will here find it gratified with an authentic 
detail of all the circumftances relating to the very fingular 
tranfaction recorded in it. It contains likewife various obfer- 
vations and practical dirc&tions refpefting the art of weighin 
veflels, which appear to be judicious. We apprehend that the 
Author has likewife the merit of being the firft (as far, at leaft, 
as our reading enables us to {peak to this matter) who has 
treated of this ufeful art; which has hitherto, we believe, been 
depofited, and locked up, in the beads of certain adepts, who 


derived their knowledge of it folely from praétice and tradition. Pa. .ve 





Art.VII, Four Difcourfes. 1. On the Duty of a Chriftian Minifter 
under the Obligation of conforming to a national Religion efta- 
blifhed by the Civil Powers. II. On the Queftions, What is 
Chritianity ? and, Where is it to be learned? III. On the true 
Meaning of the Phrafe, Tue Inrexesrs or Reticion. IV. On 
the original Principles of the First Protestants. Delivered to 
the Clergy of the Archdeaconry cf Cleveland, in the Years 1767, 
1769, 1771, and 1773. By Francis Blackburne, M.A. Arch- 
deacon of Cleveland. “8vo. 3s. fewed. Wilkie, 1775. 


HE mafterly Writer of thefe Difcourfes has introduced them 

id with a long preface, in which, befide ftating, in gene- 
» the defign of each difcourfe, he confiders certain collateral 
queftiogs, 
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queftions, arifing from the fubjects which he has treated. The 
point moft largely difcuffed by him is, the objection that hag 
been made to the condu@ of certain clergymen, who are dif. 
fatistied with the fub{cription, and other matters required by the 
Church of England, for ftill continuing to exercife their mj. 
niftry in that Church. Our Author, having here done juftice 
to the integrity and character of Mr. Lindfey, proceeds to aj. 
lege a number of confiderations that merit attention, in favour 
of fuch of the clergy ‘* as may continue to minifter in, or 
communicate with the Church, though they may think fome. 
thing or other may be made better, and more adapted to the 
ends of religion and the interefts of Chriftianity.” 

Part of what hath been advanced by Mr. Blackburne, ig as 


follows : 

‘ Bat as their fyftem (fpeaking of the firft framers of our efta. 
blifhed forms) continues to be bound apon us by the laws of a ciyi 
eftablifhment, and is not likely to be reduced, in the prefent age, 
to a more liberal ftandard of conformity, and is yet adhered to by 
fo large a majority of our fellow-chriftians, and has in it fo many 
excellent things which may be turned to the ufe of edification, with- 
out any efpecial refpe&t to the abftrufe and fcholaitic doétrines, that 
are held up as the fhibboleth of the Church, (which after all allows 
us to bring them to the teit of the fcriptures) it may be worth the 
confideration of a ferious minifter of the gofpel, how far he may be 
juftified, upon the whole, in leaving his ttation, where he hath f 
many fair occafions of being profitable to the people under his care, 
and exchanging it for another, where the very circumftance of his 
having a new foundation to lay, muft make his fuccefs in the prace 
tical and far more important part of his duty, extremely precarious, 

‘ Itis, | freely own, 2 mean and difingeauous part in any cler- 
gyman of the eftablifhment to glofs over the faults and blemishes of 
it, and to defend all the forms in ufe, merely for the purpofe of ex- 
culpating himfelf for continuing to officiate in the church ; but I will 
not fcruple to fay, that no man has a right to charge another with 
hypocrify and duplicity, who fairly and openly declares his fenti- 
ments on thefe defects, and not only withes, but ufes his beft en- 
deavours to have them reformed. 

‘ A fenfible man who has objections to the forms and ordinances 
received in the relivious fociety with which he is in communion, may 
have reafons of confcience inducing him ferioufly to deliberate 
whether he is obliged to feparate from it on account of tof objec- 
tions? There have been, both in former and latter times, many wile 
and good men who have thought it a matter of no little confequence 
‘to feparate from a fociety profefling itfelf a Chriftian Church, aod 
adopting the feriptures as the only authentic rule of the faith and 
duty of its members, even though it fhould have adopted fome very 
exceptionable principles and practices into its eftablilhed conftiu- 
tion. The fenfe that one man has of the Church’s deviations from 
ker acknowledged rule, would not probably juftify him in feparating 


{rom communion with her; at the jame time that another mae 
coniiaers 
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confiders her deviations in another view, may think his feparation 
fom her, not only juitifiable, but necefiary. Both may agree that 
he does in fat deviate from her rule; but a queftion {till remains 
between them, what thofe deviations are, and how far they make 
conformity to her ordinances finful and criminal ? 

‘| do not apprehend, that the moit zealous defenders of the efta- 
blithed Church are fo perfectly agreed in the fenfe of particular 
{criptures, as to pronounce with united voice, how far any reli- 
gious fociety of Proteftants among us, deviates from this capital 
rule in every inftance. We muft therefore neceflarily differ, both 
with refpect to the initances wherein even our own Church is fup- 
ofed to deviate, and with refpect to the degree of blame, or if you 
will, of guilt, imputable to the Church for perfifting in fuch de- 
viation. 

Our ingenious Archdeacon farther obferves, that thofe who 
have their fufpicions, or even a ftrong perfuafion, that many 
things in our ecclefiaftical forms and ordinances are wrong, 
and ought to be reformed, may ftill have fubftantial reafons for 
not leaving their ftation in the Church, ¢ and I will venture, 
fays he, to name for one, the impofhibility of their being in any 
degree fo ufeful in any other. 

‘It feems to be a matter of indifference with thofe zealous and 
difinterelted cenfors, who would have every clergyman to leave the 
Church, unlefs he is perfectly convinced that the Church wants no 
reformation, that many hundreds by fuch feceflion might want bread 
toeat, and raiment to puton. They would probably tell the fuf- 
ferers, that they are not to look at the temporal confequences of 
their felf-denial,: but leave their future provifion to providence. 
Such fuggeftions come with great eafe from thofe who are not to 
be at the expence of maintaining thefe outcafts. But though shat 
may be none of their concern, it certainly would become their can- 
dur and their charity, to point out the provinces in which thefe ho- 
neft feparatiits might be equally ufeful, though not fo fat and well 
liking, as they are in the church of England. 

‘ In the mean time, the faét.is, that numbers of our brethren re- 
main in the church (whatever their motives may be) who have very 
different conceptions, concerning her eftablifhed dostrines, and the 
forms by which the law obliges them to officiate. Concerning thefe, 
or at leafta majority of them, I am perfuaded, they may do much 
more fervice in their refpedtive ftations, in a hundred inftances, 
Where neither the church nor the ftate would interfere with them, 
than they can do harm by their conformity, or than, they can do 
good by feparating from the church. And to theic, I would willingly 
hope a few intimations to that purpofe may be neither ufelefs nor 
impertinent ; leaving the reft to every man’s confcience, and con- 
fding that our fuperiors will in no long time be convinced, that fo 
much of our church fyftem as is worth fupporting, will never be 
hurt by being eftablifhed upon more equitable conditions.’ 

he Author hath given a long and curious note, in which 
the cafe of Father Paul is particularly examined. Bithop Be~ 
dell, 
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dell, in a fermon preached from Revelations xvili. 4, undertakes, 
among other things, to apologife for fome who continued in 
communion with the Church of Rome, in which Bifhop Burnet 
** did not doubt but he had his friend Padre Paulo in his thoughts,” 
¢ The whole citation, fays Mr. Blackburn, 1s well worth the peru- 
fal, if it is but asa matter of curiofity. ButTI fhall only feleé& one 
paflage, which, if it will apply in the cafe of Father Paul, the bene- 
fit of it may a fortiori be claimed by the Conformits to a lefs ex. 
ceptionable Church, ‘* Neither, fays the Preacher, let the hard 
term of Aypfocrife be ufed of the infirmity, and fometime of humble 
and peaceable carriage of fome that oppofe not common errors, nor 
wreftle with the greater part of men, but do follow the multitude, 
referving aright knowledge to themfelves ; and fometimes (by the 
favour which God gives them to find where they live) obtain better 
conditions than others can.” 

The latter part of this quotation, which 1s repeated, by our 
Author, in the courfe of the note, may poffibly have been re- 
cited by him as capable of @ diftiné? and peculiar application. He 
wifhes to have it underftood, that the inftances of Father Paul, 
Erafmus, and others, are not brought to furnifh any fort of 
men with apologies or expedients of exculpation, to which they 
may pofhbly have no title; but to reftrain that fpirit of judging 
one another, where the verdiét neither is nor can be fupported 
by fufficient evidence: and above all, to fuggeft, with all due 
deference to our fuperiors, that the fame fort of exadtions which 
gave offence and difquiet to wife and good men in communion 
with the Church of Rome, can never do honour to a Proteftant 
Church, 

Without afferting that we are completely fatisfied with the 
whole of what has been alleged, by this able Writer, in de- 
fence of continuing in minifterial conformity, where the Con- 
formifts have great objections to the eftablifhed fyftem, we 
muft fay, that it appears to us to have much weight in it; ef- 
pecially with regard to thofe perfons who may be fo happy as 
¢ (by the favour which God gives them to find where they 
live) to obtain better conditions than others can.” We do by 
no means approve of the cenfures which are fometimes thrown 
out, either by bigoted Churchmen or zealous Diflenters, The 
Jatter are precluded, by their education and fituation, from 
having any proper conception of the difficulties which a worthy 
clergyman fecls, who is diflatisfied with many things in the 
public forms, and yer is bound down, by almoft irrefiftible ties, 
to his prefent ftate. Indeed, the propriety of any individual’s 
remaining in the Church muft depend on a variety of circum- 
ftances. If fuch a one fhould happen to think, that the ftated 
worthip of the eftablifhment derogates from the honour which 
is due to the one God and Father of All, and, at the fame 
tume, doth not * find that favour, where he lives, to pec 
etter 
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better conditions than others can,” his cafe is, undoubtedly, 


of avery ferious nature. 

From that part of the preface which relates to the fecond 
gifcourfe, we fhall make a fmell extract, for the fake of its fine 
concluding refleGtion. Mr. Blackburne has been {peaking of 
the notion of Chriftianity entertained by Algernon Sidney. 

‘ | might indeed have given Gregory Nazianzen’s definition, Chrif- 
tianity is the imitation of the divine nature. Buta profefled difputant 
would have known his bufinefs very imperfectly, if he had omitted 
to alk, what was meant by the @évine nature ? which might have led 
to a difcuffion of ten thoufand opinions of philofophers and fathers, 
into which I have neither time nor inclination to enter. 

‘St. James’s definition was much nearer at hand. Pure religion and 
undefiled before God even the Father is this, to vifit the fatherle/s and 
widows in their affliGion, and to keep himfelf unfpotted from the world. 
If any one fhould tell me, that the charitable vifitation and fpotle/s 
life here mentioned, are only the fruits of religion, and that we are 
till left to inquire by what doétrines or principles they are brought 
forth, I would chufe only to anfwer, Go thou and do likewife, and 
thou foatt know more of the doGrines, both with refpe¢t to their origin 
and real meaning, than the greateft divine upon earth can exhibit, 
with all his definitions, axioms, and criticifms.’ 

The firft of thefe difcourfes took its rife from a fufpicion 
that the younger, and the lefs capable part of the clergy, ftu- 
dious and attentive to difcharge their duty according to the due 
order of the Church, might fometimes overlook what the Holy 
Scripture requires of us towards making fu'l proof of cur minifiry. 
Accordingly, it is the principal defign of our Author, to ex- 
hort the clergy to the ftudy and preaching of the facred wri- 
tings, and to fhew that this is their firft and chief obligation. 
In the profecution of his fubjec&t, he makes many important 
obfervations on the nature and views of civil eftablifhments, 
and other concurrent matters: but we fhall only give a few de- 
tached extracts, as, indeed, we muft do with regard to the 
whole of the prefent performance; becaufe a regular account 
of every object deferving ef attention would carry us beyond 
our limits. 


The following delineation of the purpofes of our Lord, in 


~ choice of his apoftles, merits the notice of the Chriftian 
eader : | 


*‘ And therefore, as our Lord came into the world to Sear witnels 
unto the truth, and to preach and propagate the gofpel of truth 
among people of all ranks and denominations, without any regard 
to the carnal prejudices or the political interefts of the powers of this 
world, He chofe his preachers and miniftcrs out of a fort of men who 
Were ftrangers to the intrigues and refinements of human policy, and 
who, though they were full of the expectation of a temporal Mef- 
fah, would be the more eafily weaned from this prepofleffion, in 
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confideration, that perfons in their low condition, and of their flen. 
der accomplifhments, could form no very fanguine hopes of bein 
much more diftinguifhed, or much better provided for, in confe. 
uence of any national revolution, than they were in their prefent 
Tieadiee. Their adherence to this miftaken expeétation fo Jon : 
appears to have been occafioned by their fuggefting to themfelves, 
that, being chofen by Jefus to be his difciples and intimate friends, 
in preference to others of more eminent talents, they might have 
pretenfions to honours and rewards in this new kingdom, to which 
they could not have afpired, under the government of any perfon 
with whom they had no fuch conneétion, and from whom their fta. 
tion and circumftances fet them at a greater diftance. They were, 
however, eafily cured of this prejudice, when they came to under. 
‘ftand, that they were the companions, not of a triumphant, but of 
a fuffering Meffiah, whom the powers of this world would treat with 
contempt and cruelty, and in the event with capital execution; 
and would be much fooner reconciled to their difappointment, than 
men whofe converfation and acquaintance with the world at large, 
had taught them to put a greater value upon the honours and pro- 
fits of a fuperior ftation 
« At the fame time that they had this account of the humiliation 
of their Lord and Mafler, they were told, that they were to fucceed 
to his miniltry with the fame fufferings in their view, and with the 
fame enmity from Kings and Magilftrates, and the ruling powers of 


this world, wherever they fhould be called or allotted to difcharge 


their commiffion, 

* Our Saviour's inftructions to them, with refpect to their preach+ 
ing and propagating his gofpel, prepared them for thefe trials, and 
their conduét and practice afterwards fhewed,. that they had profited 
by his admonitions. And thus all conneétion of this new difpenfa- 
‘tion with the political views and interefts of fecular authority, were 
entirely broken. The preachers of the gofpel were not to ftay for 
the permiffion of civil governors to enter upon their province, or 
to take directions from them what doétrines they fhould teach, or at 
what times or places, or under what reftritions. The maxim that 
God, in thefe things, was to be obeyed, and not man, was a full ex- 
emption from this kind of dependence. And leit this appeal from 
human authority might give occafion to ftigmatife them with the 
imputation of factious and feditious defigns, their commandment was 
to be the fervants of all, to recommend the word of truth to the uni- 
verfal acceptance of the whole race of mankind by their own inDo- 
cence and humility, by their difinterefted charity, their unwearied 
diligence in preaching peace and love, as well as truth, and finally 
to fhew by their example as well as doétrine, that the kingdom to 
— they were employed to gain fubjeéts, was not a kingdom of thit 
worid. 

* In whatever other refpects the paftors of Chriftian churches in the 
prefent times, may be called the fucceffors of the apoftles, they cer- 
tainly fucceed them in this part of their obligation, that is to fay, 
an the obligation to preach the word of God in truth and in fincerity, 
unawed by the powers of thie world, and uninfluenced by thé a” 
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or fear of prefent reward or punifhment; the fame word which Chrift 
himfelf preached, and his difciples have recorded, unadulterated with 
the fubtile refinements and fictitious comments of vain and interefted 
men, and without any other refpect to the ordinances of man, than 
as they tend to promote the common edification of the Chriftian bro- 
therhood, and to anfwer the original defign of the preachers’ office, 
of bringing all men to the knowledge of the truth, and by that means 
to everlafting life.’ 

Agreeable to the fpirit and defign of the preceding remarks, 
are the fubfequent exhortations : 

‘ Upon whatever terms, or by whatever authority we receive our 
ofice, if we take it upon us willingly, and of a ready mind, we 
fhould confider ourfelves as under an indifpenfable obligation to that 
heavenly Mafter whofe ftewards we are, prior to any ftipulations 
with any particular fociety which calls itfelf Chrittian. No fuch 
fociety indeed can, upon its own principles, juftly require either 
more or lefs in matters of religion, than our fovereign head and go- 
vernor hath prefcribed in that revelation of his will, which his pro- 
vidence hath handed down to us in the Holy Scriptures, To this 
doétrine the Church of England bears her teftimony in feveral of 
her folemn forms, and in that particularly, by which our office is 
conferred. 

‘ In thefe circumftances, to be influenced in our public miniftra- 
tions, by the hope of pleafing, or the fear of difpleafing the powers 
of this world, muft fubje&t us to an account which we cannot think 
of giving with joy and fatisfaction, if the apoftles of Chrift have 
faithfully and truly {tated the conditions on which they received their 
commiffion.’ 

Mr, Blackburne, with great truth and juftice, takes notice, 
that it is much to be regretted, that they who undertook to 
eftablifh Proteftant Churches in different countries of Europe, 
by civil fanctions, fhould not have been.a little more attentive 
to the nature and genius of the Chriftian religion, which their 
own principles, if adhered to, would have fuggefted to them, 
was then the moft efficacious, when profefled and praQifed with 
its native moderation, and in its native fimplicity : 

‘ The beginnings, continues he, of the Reformation were indeed 
attended in all thefe countries with great difficulties, and violent 
ftruggles with powerful adverfaries, But calmer times fucceeded, 
when, if due regard had been paid to the healing dictates of Chrif- 
tianity, many of thofe evils and fcandals might have been avoided, 
which give a ferious reader of thofe hiltories pain and difgutt. 

_ © The civil powers who efpoufed the Proteftant religion, feem, 
in their provifions for peace and order in their refpective Churches, 
to have been too apprehenfive of the difturbances which they fup- 
pofed a more enlarged toleration of private judgment would have 
Produced. They did not forefee that the eftablifhment of one fyttem 
of doétrine, and one mode of worlhip, with fo undue a preference, 
and fo many fuperior advantages above the reft, would neceflarily 
foment thofe divifions which they intended to avoid ; and drive them 
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at length, in their purfuit of an ideal uniformity, into thofe ve 
unchriftian meafures of coercion which had been the objets of their 
abhorrence in the Church of Rome, and none of the leaft juftifiable 
motives they had for coming out of her. 

« Experience, and the free difcuffion of the grounds of Chriftian 
liberty, has given us a more diftinct view of the miftakes of our 
predeceflors, fome of which have accordingly been rectified. But 
more ftill remains to be done, and it is to be feared will remain, til} 
the civil powers feel the inconveniences of confining Chriftian edj- 
fication by political covenants, which prevent even the ftate from 
receiving the benefits that a more diffufive encouragement of the con. 
feientious principle among its fubjects, would unqueftionably derive 
upon it.’ 

"io conclufion, the Author, with equal ferioufnefs and good 
fenfe, obferves, that it is in the endeavours of the clergy to 
revive the influence of the power of godline/s upon the heart, 
that they muft expect their fincerity and perfeverance will be 
put to the utmoft teft. 

‘ It is, fays he, an undertaking next to defperate, to attempt to 
bring back a carelefs and diflipated people to the pure and uncor- 
rupted fountains of evangelical truth and piety, where fo many hy. 
pocrites and plaufible profeffors teach them to put fo high a value 
upon mere formalities, ; 

* But it is a work indifpenfably annexed to our calling, and there- 
fore to be undertaken at all events ; and though in the progrefs of 
it, we fhould fall upon expedients that may grate upon the fecular 
and political accommodations, to which fome parts of our eftablifhed 
fyfiem may feem to give countenance, let us remember, that the 
avifdom which is from above, is without partiality, that it is our efpe- 
¢ial commiflion to inforce the power of godlinefs, and that wherever 
this is Our aim, as it is always our duty, it will be of very little con- 
fequence to our final account, what becomes of thofe forms of it, 
by whatever precedents or examples they are recommended, which 
derive not their authority from the word of God.’ 

The fecond of thefe Difcourfes refers to an objeAion made 
to the Chriftian religion, on account of the uncertainty of its 
doctrines, as they are differently reprefented by many eminent 
divines who have undertaken to explain them. It has been ob- 
ferved, that if you fhould afk a Jew or a Mahometan concerne 
ing their faith refpectively, each of them,wou!ld give a clear 
and fatisfactory account of his religion, and for the moft part 
confiftent with what another Jew or Mahometan would give; 
in anfwer to the queftion, What is Judaifm? or what is Ma- 
hometifm ? Whereas were you to afk the two firft Chriftians 
you meet, one after the other, What is Chriftianity? You 
would have two anfwers as different from each other, as the 


anfwer of the Jew or the Mahometan would be from either of 
them. 


But 
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But it is fhewn, by our learned Writer, that this is a re- 
fection which moft probably was never jutified by a fair experi- 
ment ;. and that we might fafely deny the fact, if the trial fhould 
be made in fimilar circumftances. Leaving, however, thefe 
comparifons out of the cafe, the queftion, Vbat ts Chriftianity 2 
js a queftion of importance, particularly to the teachers of it, 
and a queftion which they ought frequently to put to them- 
felves. This, therefore, is the point here difcufled; in doing 
which many pertinent refletions are made on the complex ar- 
tificial explanations that have been formed of particular points 
of doctrine, and on the enforcement of them by the civil power. 
Juftice is done, in the courfe of the charge, to the character 
and conduct of Gallio ; and the Author hath delivered his own 
fentiments of the temper with which religious eftablifhments 
ought to be conducted, in'the following paffage : 

¢ Eftablifhments of religion, for public worfhip, and other good 
purpofes of mutual edification, are doubtlefs highly expedient, and 
in the prefent ftate of things, even neceflary. But whén the edifica- 
tion of a Chriftian people is the object of them, great care fhould be 
taken that they go not beyond the bounds prefcribed by the nature 
of the difpenfation on which they profefs to be founded, which in 
this cafe, the fcriptures exhibit with fufficient perfpicuity and preci- 
fion. Whenever men have acted in fuch cafes without their proper 
warrant, error, mifchief, and tyranny have been the certain confe- 
quences, of which popery ftands as a deplorable inftance, and an 
awful warning to all future times. So far as eftablifhments of reli- 
gion are either neceflary or expedient they are neceffary and expe- 
dient for every ferious and fincere Chriftian. Can then thofe eita- 
blithments be good, can they be righteous, can they be Chriftian 
eltablifhments, which exclude from Chriftian privileges numbers of 
pious and ferious Chriftians, by prefcribing conditions of commu- 
nion, which neither Chrift nor his apoftles have authorifed, or fo 
much as mentioned.’ 

In this difcourfe, Mr. Blackburne hath made fome proper 
ftriGtures on the effay upon eftablifhments, and on Dr. Balguy’s 
fermon at the confecration of the Bifhop of Llandaff; after 
which he fpiritedly adds, ) 

* What kind of reprefentations of Chriftianity are thefe? What 
could tempt men of fenie and learning to defend eitablithments upon 
thefe licentious principles, at the expence of almott every evangeli+ 
cal duty, and every benevolent end, injoined and propofed by our 
Lord and his apoitles in this gracious and heavenly difpenfation, - for 
the inftruction and reformation of a degenerate race of mortals, lying 
in darknejs and the fhadow of death, without hope, and even with- 
out God in the world ? 

* The only inference I would draw from thefe particulars is, the 
neceflity we are under to confider for ourfelves, what is Chriftianity ? 
To be going back frequently to this queftion, when we meet with 
men or books, which either through a falfe zeal, or a worfe motive, 
are attempting to lead us into plaufible fyitems and theories, adapied, 
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not to the difcovery of the truth, or the conviction of falfehood, 
but merely contrived to fupport and continue things in their prefent 
ftate whatever it may be, and to difcourage all examination into the 
grounds and principles on which they are eftablifhed.’ 

We cannot refrain from inferting the admirable conclufion 
of this difcourfe; 

‘ Finally, it is not only material for our own information ta‘learn 
what true Chriftianity is, or where it may be found, but material for 
the information of thofe who are committed to our care and over. 
fight, as minifters of the gofpel. ‘I'he common people are fubje& 
to delufions in matters of religion of various kinds, but more parti. 
cularly to thofe which arife from the prejudices they contract in fa. 
vour of the fyftem in which they have been educated, and by which 
their principles are inftilled as it were mechanically, without fuf. 
ficient pains taken with them by their inftrudtors, to thew them how 
what they profefs, is connected with or related to the true foundation 
of their Chriftian faith and worfhip. 

* Our province requires us not only to lead our people into:the 
way of truth, but, as muchas poflible, to infpire them with the love 
of it, to fhew them the comfort and advantages of Chriftian know- 
ledge, to prevail with them to fearch and examine the f¢riptures for 
themfelves, and to bring every thing that is taught them to that teft; 
fo that they may not only be ready to give a proper anfwer to thofe 
who afk a reafon of the hope that is in them, but may likewife have 
a fufficient ftock of this facred treafure to apply on all occafions, for 
confolation in adverfity, for fupport under every trial, and for fted- 
faftnefs and refolution in the courfe of their Chriftian practice, wherein 
they will meet with fo many temptations, fo many bad examples to turn 
them out of the way of truth, fo much oppofition, fcorn, and con- 
tempt to difcourage their perfeverance, and fo much plaufible fo- 
phiftry to allure them into the ambitious, avaricious, and fenfual 
purfuits of worldly good ; and all from thofe who profefs the fame 
religion with themfelves ; but would pretend tq improve it by max- 
ims of prudence and decency, which, in the event, make a confor. 
mity to the world a more indifpenfable qualification of a Chriftian, 
than that renewal of the mind which is oppofed to it by the apoftle 
Paul, as the means of proving or difcerning more perfeétly the will 
of God, in the difpenfation of the gofpel. 

* Nothing, in our prefent fituation, can be more unworthy of our 
minifterial calling, than to take the advantage of any perfonal 
efteem we may have from our people, or of any wrong notions they 
may entertain of peculiar gifts and privileges belonging to the cleri- 
cal character, to inculcate our own private opinions and fentiments 
on difputable points of doctrine, as matters of faith to be believed 
on the peril of their falvation. We may, and we ought freely to 
psofefs our fentiments, and, with a becoming modefty, give our rea- 
fons why we adopt them ; but to fay to the multitude, thus and thus 
ye muft believe, or be fhut out of the kingdom of heaven, may amaze 
and terrify the ignorant and the fearful, and procure an outward 
affent to what is advanced with fuch affurance; and in certain cif- 


¢umftances, may ferve perhaps to gain over numbers to neat . 
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fect or a party, but will not add one grain of Chriflian knowledge or 
Chriftian edification to the reafonable mind of the humble hearer, 
who, whatever may be pretended, is as much intitled to the know- 
ledge of the truth, as the ableft of his teachers. 

‘True Chriftianity f{peaks. another language. Search the fcrip- 
tures, whether thefe things are fo.— Believe not every /pirit, but try the 
firits whether they are of God. Beware of fale prophets. Why even 
of yourfelves judge ye not what ts right. I /peak, {ays the great apo- 
file of the Gentiles, as to wife men, judge ye what I fay. 

‘ Be thefe our rules in our teaching, and be thefe our in- 
frudions to our hearers. Let us be cloathed with the fame mo- 
deration and with the fame humility, and, as far as poffible, 
prevail with our people to make themfelves judges from their 
own diligent fludy of the fcriptures, what trne Chriftianity is. 
And let us be affured that the more we fucceed in thefe exhor- 
tations and endeavours, the more fincere believers, and the more 
true fervants of God we fhall find among them; and what is ftill 
more, we fhall find mcre agreement in opinions, more union of af- 
fetions, and more edification every way, among ourfelves, than 
ever yet was produced, or ever will be, either by the terrors or al- 
lurements invented by the wifdom of the world to inforce unifor- 
mity of faith and worfhip, or by the peremptory decifions and fen- 
tences Of particular teachers, pretending with unabafhed affurance, 
to fupernatural illuminations. ‘The glory cannot be great in either 
cafe, when the numbers that are added either to an eilablithed fyf{- 
tem, or to a fect or party deviating from it, are merely the profelytes 
of ignorance and credulity.’ 7 

We could, with equal pleafure, produce fome extra&s from 
the remaining part of the work ; but we muft refer our Readers 
tothe book itfelf; only remarking, that, at the clofe of the 
fourth difcourfe, the Author has unaniwerably refuted the pofi- 
tions advanced by Dr. Balguy in his charge, and proved them 
to be entirely contrary to the true principles of a Proteftant 
eftablifhment. 

It is no more than doing juftice to this publication, to fay, 
that it is replete with ingenuity, piety, and learning. Mr. 
Blackburne poffeffeth fo accurate and extenfive an acquaintance 
with ecclefiaftical hiftory, and hath fo much fagacity in his 
judgment of circumftances and characters, as enables him to 
convey his obfervations with peculiar force and fpirit, and to 
enter admirably into the temper of the times and the men whom 
he occafionally defcribes: and he appears to have employed all 
his talents for the laudable purpofe of promoting Chriftian and 
Proteftant knowledge, purity, and liberty. How greatly fupe- 
ror is the character of fuch a clergyman, to that of thofe men 
who make every thing bow to the firine of worldly intereft, and 
the contracted views of human policy ! 
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Art. VIII. 4 Defeription concerning fuch Mechani/m as will afford a 
nice, or true Menfuration of Time; together with fome Account of the 
Attempts for the Difcovery of the Longitude by the Moon: as alfo an 
Account of the Difcovery of the Scale of Mufic. By John Harrifon, 
Inventor of the ‘Time-keeper for the Longitude at Sea. 8vo, 35, 
Jones. 1775- 3 ; 

H E curiofity of the Public may perhaps be raifed in ex. 

pectation of having the principles of Mr. Harrifon's ces 
lebrated time-keeper fully explained, the many curious contri. 
vances in his machines clearly defcribed, and their ufes pointed 
out by the inventor himfelf. We are forry to fay the Public 
will be difappointed. Any one who reads but a fingle page of 
this pamphlet will be convinced that Mr. H. is utterly unqua- 

Jified to explain, by writing, his own notions, or to give a tos 

lerable idea of his own inventions, even when he chufes to do 

it; buthe is in fome places purpofely obfcure. He often means 
to conceal (the only thing uleful) the particulars of the ma- 
chines he has aQtually made ; and deals much in abftra& prin- 
ciples, obfcure hints, and general intimations of what might 


be done, See the note in page 32, note in page 39, and the top of 


Page 476 ;' 

Much of this work is taken up in fhowing the defeéts of Mr, 
Graham’s efcapement d rcpos or dead feconds, as requiring oil, 
and having an improper force on the pendulum, both ia refpe& 
to its whole quantity and the law of its variation, Mr. H, 
dwells largely on the advantages of his own efcapement ; but 
there is no diawing or defcription of this efcapement, and none 
will he give, bis encouragement not having fuited (note in p. 27); 
however, out of his grace and favour, he does promife.to fhow 
the Royal Society, not only the drawing, but alfo the palets 
themfelves (p.54). We apprehend this efcapement is of the 
fame kind with that of the three great machines, made by Mr. 
Hi. and now at the. Royal Obfervatory. We find many vas 
luable obfervations relating to aftronomical clocks ; viz. on the 
applicaticn of cycloidal cheeks as propofed by Huygens, and 
by himfe!f, on the neceffity of a large vibration of the pendu- 
Jum, and the advantage that may be made of the refiftance of 
the air, of the neceflity of a firm fufpenfion af the pendulum ; 
and above all Mr. H. ftrongly inculcates that grand doétrine, 
that the auxiliary force, (as it has been called *) though it 
ought to be confiderable in refpect of fri€tion or other caufes 
that may make it vary; fhould yet be fmall-in refpect of the 
original force of gravity on the pendulum. : 





—_) 


* See Thoughts on the Means of improving Watches, by Thomas 
Mudge. * Mr, Cumming calls this, the mgintaining power, Effay on 
Clock-work, : 
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Mr. H. alfo fhows how the feveral advantages in the con- 
fruction of his clock, take place in his marine watch for find- 
ing the longitude. He tells us his laft improvement was made 
in 17729 he being then in his 80th year, and that he had made 
, drawing of it, &c. (p. 44), but gives no defcription of this, 
nor of the propofed alteration in the fhape of his diamond pa- 
Jets (note in Dp. 44), nor of any other improvements made of 
propoted fince 1765. ‘The greater part of thefe new defigns 
he fays are put into execution, but not the laft and niceft part; 
and he now finds the watch keeps time to a fecond in a forte 
night (p. 60 and 103). He alfo gives an account of his difco- 
very of the fcale of mufic. Thefe accounts and obfervations 
are {cattered up and down the work without any order, and 
are interfperfed with fome curious anecdotes of his life+. The 
whole pamphlet abounds with invectives againft the Cambridge 
and Oxford Profeflors, and continual railing againft the lunar 
method of finding the longitude, and its patrons. Mr. H. goes 
fo far as to attack one Profeflor by name, who, asche is not 
only Profeflor of Experimental Philofophy at Cambridge, bute 
alfo Mafter of Mechanics to his Majefty, we cannot but /uppofe 
muft know fomething more than that one wheel may turn another 
(note in p. 42). Mr. H. is alfo very angry at the Parfons ; in- 
deed the ciyilleft thing he fays of them is, that they are /lrange 
things! (p.102). As Mr.H. complains fo much of extreme 
ill treatment (p. 58) we will give our Readers a fhort view of 
his claims, and the grants that have been made to him by the 
Public. 

The act of Queen Anne for. providing a reward for fuch as 
fhould difcover the longitude at fea, being obtained by the im- 
portunity of Mr. Whifton, was probably framed with a parti-+ 
cular view to his method by bombs, and is therefore very defec- 
tive, confidered as a general act refpecting all other methods, 
The enajng part, taken exclufively of the preamble, feems to 
confer the whole reward on the accidental fuccefs of one trial. 
If an adventurer fhould take with him a grofs of watches, and 
fail to the Indies *¢ in a fhip, and to a port affigned by the 
commiffioners ;” and any one of thefe watches fhould ever hap- 
pen to be right during his ftay at the port, he wou!d (as fome 
interpret the act) be entitled to the whole 20,0001. Nor 
would the commifiioners have power to. examine the watch at 
its return, though nothing can be more reafonable than to in- 
quire whether the watch had kept its time within the ftated 


a 





t The Reader will find the better part of this Gentleman’s life in 
the Biographia Britannica. See Art. Harrifon, 
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limits in coming from, as well as in going to, the Indies ¢, 
Accordingly Mr. H. after the laft trial of his watch in 1764; 
would not fuffer it to be publickly examined at its return from 
Barbadoes, although it had been fo examined after the former 
trial at Jamaica in 1762.—But Mr. H. had not then been 
taught to rely on the fophiftry of cunning lawyers, rather than 
the merits of his caufe; to which indeed he bimfelf was inclined, 
The a& of Queen Anne does not formally oblige the author 
of the difcovery to explain the means neceflary to enable others 
to find the longitude as well as himfelf; and accordingly Mr, 
H. utterly refufed to difcover the conftruction of his watch to 
the commiffioners in 1764. The commiffioners however con. 
ftrued the act differently, and were of opinion that fuch an im. 
perfect difcovery as this, could be of no public utility, and 
therefore not fuch a one as defcribed in the preamble to the a& 
of Queen Anne, and for which alone a public reward was pro- 
vided. Yet they thought the fuccefs of Mr. H. very great; 
that his labours merited a reward, and his abilities encourage- 
ment. An application, was therefore made to parliament for an 
act to explain that of Queen Anne, and to fettle the meanin 
of this wonderful word difecvery. This new a& (5 George Ill. 
cap. 20.) paffed in 1765, and affigned to Mr. H. the fum of 
10,0001. for what he had done, provided he fully explained 
the conitruction of his watch. It alfo promifed to him or his 
executors, &c. 10,0001. more, when other watches of the fame 
kind, and of fufficient exactnefs, fhould be made either by him- 
felf or others. Mr. H. after boggling fome time about difco- 
vering the principles of his watch in the terms of the act, and 
finding, as himfelf fays, he /hould get nothing if he did not *, did 
at laft fully explain its conftruction and principles ; and in con- 
fequence received the firft 10,0001. 

It now remained for Mr. H. to make-out his title to the 
other 10,0001. The Board of Longitude was fo indulgent, as 


— 





To know whether a watch will determine the longitude of a port 
in the Indies, the longitude of that port muft be firft fettled by fome 
other method. ‘This, whatever that method be, is a matter of fome 
trouble and fome uncertainty. But to examine how far fuch a watch 
hath kept its time at the return from the Indies, is a matter of no difh- 
culty and no uncertainty. If the time be determined by the fame aftro- 
nomical initruments unaltered, both at the going out and return, 
no material error can be made, even though the pofition of the in- 
ftruments fhould not be nicely adjufted to the meridian, as their p0- 
fition will be the fame in both cafes. Inftruments muft be provided 
for a public examination at going out, and it does not look well to 
decline the fame public examination at the return ; though it be net 
required by the exprefs words of the act of parliament. 

* Remarks on Mr. Makkelyne, page 21. 
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to declare they would be fatisfied if only two other fuch watches 
were made ; and the words of the act would not permit them 
to difpenfe with fewer. They alfo ordered one of thefe 
two to be made at their own expence, by another watchmaker, 
Mr. Kendall, They appointed a fhort and eafy mode of trial 
at home, without requiring any voyage to the Indies.—But Mr. 
Harrifon’s tutors foon found a readier way to get the other 
10,0001. than by making watches, and fubmitting to trials, 
namely, by renewing their former clamour about the act of 
Queen Anne, and the hardfhip in conftruing that act by the 
new one of 1765, although this new act pafled with Mr. H.’s 
confent (for we never heard of his petitioning againft any part 
of it) and he had aétually received 10,0001]. by virtue of its 
authority. Such was the tendernefs of the legiflature in a claim 
of a private fubject upon government, that notwithftanding the 
difpute had been fairly compromifed (and generoufly too on the 
part of government) by the act of 1765, yet in a /nug money- 
bill of 1773 (13 George III. cap. 77) the fum of 8750]. was 
directed to be paid to Mr. H. without fo much as ftipulating 
on the part of the Public that they fhould be acquainted with 
the improvements made in eight years fince 1765. This fum 
with 12501. before paid to Mr. H. in 1753, as fet forth in the 
at of 26 George IJ. cap. 25, makes the other 10,000 I. + 
Several a¢ts of parliament have been mad? principally, and 
one folely on Mr. H.’s account; this is the act of 1763 
(3 George III. cap. 14) for encouraging him to publifh his in- 
yention for finding the Jongitude. It has been Mr. H.’s con- 
fant complaint that the Commiffioners of longitude having feats 
at that, board by virtue of the public offices they hold, or as 
being profeffors of abftract fciences in the univerfities, are not 
competent judges of improvements in practical mechanics.— 
Well, the Commiffioners of 1763, were not the board of lon- 


a 





a 


+ The a&t of 1773 fets forth that the remaining part of the 20,00>1. 
was paid to Mr. H. becaufe he had applied himfelf with unremitting 
indufiry for the fpace of 48 years, to the making an infirument for afcer- 
taining the fongitude at feaa—Of what ufe to the Public are his lait 
eight years unremitting labours, if the Public is to know nothing of 
what he has done? 

Mr. H. fays, that when he made the explanation of the principles 
ofhis watch in 1765, there was on his behalf fome miftakes concerning 
fome of the contrivances in the fame: fee note in p. 27. Ought he 
hot in juftice nozqw to rectify thofe miftakes ? No! the Public foall not by 
bim be better inftrudted, the remaining and flild more valuable part of the 
difcovery foall Seep, until he be more genteelly rewarded, being now paid 

ort: note in p. 28. Yet page 60, he tells us that ow (viz. now 
— got all he can get, the whole 20,c001.) he does not mind the 
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gitude, but others appointed purpofely ; being noblemen and 
gentlemen of the firit rank, practical mechanicians of the firg 
reputation, (if we except two obfcure watchmakers nominated 
by Mr. H. himfelf) and only one parfon among them t, But 
what was the refule? Mr. H. refufed to difcover his invention 
in fuch a way as feven out of ten of thefe very competent judges 
thought reafonable and neceflary ; and he offering no other 
mode that was fatisfactory, the Commiffioners broke UP r¢ ime 
ela S, 

We fhall now give fome account of Mr. Harrifon’s feale of 
mufic. 

Much pains have been taken by the writers on harmonics, 
to determine what fyftem of founds is beft fitted for mufical 
purpofes. It is confefled that were only one key to be ufed, al] 
its 8 notes fhould be tuned perfect confonances according to the 
diatonic feale. Butfuch a fyftem admits of no modulation into 
other keys, cither for variety or a change of pitch. For if any 
other note but the fundamental, be made the key-note, the reft 
will not all of them have the proper relation to the new key- 
note; that is, will not be in tune with it. ‘To remedy this, it 
has been found neceflary to interpolate each of the whole tones 
in the diatonic or natural fcale, with an artificial note called a 
fharp or a flat, and taking its name from that note for which 
it is fubftituted in pafling into the new key. By this means 
the ociave inftead of 8, will now confift of 13 different founds; 
making 12 intervals ufually called femitones, being each nearly 
equal to a femitone in the diatonic fcale. But this remedy is 
by no means complete. The fyftem of 8 founds belonging to 
the new keys, (conilifting partly of the old founds, and partly 
of the new interpolated ones) will not yet be perfec confo- 
nances to the key-note according to the diatonic feale. It 
feems therefore to be agreed on by all, to abate fomewhat of 
the rigour of ftri@ tuning in the natural key, and to- allow alt 
the other keys to depart more or lefs from a perfect conformity 
to the diatonic {cale ; fo that by diftributing the errors among 
the feveral keys, their quantity in each may be leflened. Thus 
inftead of a perfect fyftem of one key only, a tempered fyftem 
that allows of many keys has been introduced ; the departure 


— 





t The commiffioners were Lord Charles Cavendith, the Earl of 
Morton, Lord Willoughby of Parham, G. Lewis Scott, E{q; Mr: 
James short, Rev. J. Michell, al/ Fellows of the Royal Society, Alek 
ander Cumming, fhomas Mudge, William Frodfham, Andrew 
Dickie, and James Green, watchmakers, , 

* The minority were the two watchmakers Green and Frodhham, 
and Mr, Harrifon’s champion the late Mri Short.—-Mr, Dickie having 
declined acting. ~vas abfent, 
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fom frit tuning in the feveral confonances, being called tem- 
sraments OF bearings.. What the quantity of thefe temperaments 
hould be in the feveral confonances, has been a matter of much 
gifpute. Some will have all the 12 femitones in the octave equal. 
Huygens divides the octave into 31 equal parts, afligning to fome 
of the femitones 3, to others 2 of thefe parts*. Others are for 
increafing the number of interpolated founds ; this is one of 
Dr. Smith’s f{chemes f. But all feem to agree that tempera- 
ments are admitted out of neceflity, and are a departure from 
perfect harmony for the fake of variety, for the fake of that 
pleafure which arifes from modulating out of the principal key 
into a variety of fubordinate ones. Mr. H. we believe, is the 
only perfon who would not have the fimple fyftem of 8 notes 
perfectly in tune ; and who thinks that 3ds, 5ths, or other con= 
fonances fimply confidered (the oftave excepted) are more 
agreeable, either in fucceffion or together, when out of tune than in. 
He feems indeed to he forced into this by the principle he has 
adopted. The interval of the perfect fharp 3d, happens to be ta 
that of the octave nearly as the diameter of the circle to the cir- 
cumference. Mr. H.’s grand principle is, that this confonance 
(to make true melody) fhould be fo tuned, as to be to the octave 
wxaétly in. the ratio before mentioned. He would alfo. have the 
interval of atone be to that of the octave, as the radius of the 
circle to its circumference ; for no other reafon we can find, 
but a fanciful analogy to the geometrical properties of the circle. 
Nor does Mr. H. offer any argument in fupport of his favourite 
fyftem. . He does indeed certify, avouch, and affirm that the-cir- 
cumference, diameter, and radiys of a circle are the foundation 
of all melody, which he has verified by experience on his viol 
and monochord (p. 73, 77-) The temperaments in Mr. H.’s 
fale, though not founded. on any principles of harmonics, ac- 
cidentally fall in with Dr. Smith’s fyftem nearly J.—And as 
much may be faid for Mr. H.’s fyftem as for that of Dr. Smith, 
or any other puritanical reformer of the eftablifhed fcale of 
mufic. Thefe ftiff mathematical rules produce only a dull fame- 
nes in the feveral keys ufed in mufic. They who are accuf- 
tomed to tune, make the natural keys moft perfect, the others 
lefs and Jefs fo, till they come to the extreme keys. By this 
means every key has a character and effect peculiar to itfelf, 





* The names of the 13 founds in the ogtave, with the number of 
thefe parts in each interval are as follows: C. 2. Cx. 3. D. 3. 
D.3.Eb.2. E.3. F.2. FX. 3. G. 2. Gk. 3. As 3- Bb. 2. BY. 3. Ce 
See Huygen’s Cyclus Harmonicus, 

t The Temple organ built by the celebrated Father Smith in 1687, 
Da oe Interpolated notes between G and A, alfo two between 

ndk, . 
} See Smith’s Harmonies, preface, p. xis 
well 
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well known to compofers of mufic. Keys in the tharp 
abounding with flatted notes, are folemn and majeftic ; abound. 
ing with fharped notes, are light and airy. Keys in the flat d 
of the former fort, fuggeft deep tragic woe, if of the latter for: 
they fuggeft the plaintive paftoral complaint. The compofi. 
tions of great mafters in proper keys do in turn fupport and 
eftablith their feveral characters ; fo that in tuning the harpfi. 
chord, they who have tafte, alter the temperaments till all the 
keys have their wonted effe&t. ‘Thus what was called an im. 
perfection, and admitted out of neceflity on one account, brings 
with it another and unforefeen advantage in the variety of cha. 
racters it gives to the feveral. keys in mufic. Some mathema- 
ticians, would indeed throw out the remote keys for not being 
perfe& ; and reform the reft, till they become alike infipid; 
and for the fame reafon they may profcribe 2ds and 7ths in 
compofition. The truth is, Mathematics, though an ufeful 
handmaid to the finer arts, will prove but a formal and tyran- 
nical miftrefs. | 
- Let us now return to Mr.H.’s Defeription of his Mechami/m, &c, 
and proceed to give a paflage or two as a fpecimen, together witha 
Tranflation; for, ob{cure as he is, he is feldom without a meaning, 
Text. Page 59, * Had it been poffible that the profeffors 
of arts or fciences at Cambridge and Oxford, as from their 
high algebra, &c. could have been able to have difcovered or 
to have comprehended fuch mechanifm to have been in nature, 
as Iam now, by the bleffing of God, matter of, viz. for time- 
keeping, and I to have been apprized of it, (viz, of their know- 
ing that) and ftill, or as notwithftanding, to have come out of 
the country from where I did come, and as with a fcheme or 
defcription for finding the langitude by the moon, and as when 
the ufe of which muft, and as even at the beft, or feldom op- 
portunities ftand, or rather turn upon fuch tickle points or un- 
certainties as it muft do, and of which the profeffors mut 
hardly, or prefumptuoufly be faid to be ignorant ; what a fool 
of a fellow muft I then have been! yea even fo, as neither to 
have been heard to fpeak to Mr, Graham, nor to any body elfe, 
viz. of any underftagding in the matter; but however, be it 
now as it will, if it fo pleafe Almighty God, to continue my 
life and health a little longer, they the Profeffors (or Priefts) 
fhall not hinder me of my pleafure, as from my laft drawing; 
viz. of bringing my watch to a fecond in a fortnight, I fay! 
am refolved of this, though quite unfuitable to the ufage I have 
had, or was ever to expect from them; and whenas Dr. Brad- 
ley once faid to me, {not but that I underftood the fame with 
out his faying it) viz. that if time-keeping could be to 10 fe 
conds in a week, it would, as with refpeét to the longitude, 
be much preferable to any other way or method, And fo, . 
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d do not row mind the money, (as not having occafion fo to do, 


and withal as being weary of that) the Devil may take the 

efts; for Dr. Bradley owned to me, that as otherwife in the 
matter, there might be always error in the tables; always er- 
or, viz» in fome refpeé& or other in the making or preparing 
an inftrument ; always error in the obferving ; and always er- 
ror from the refraction ; and as moreover owned, that as ftill 
inthe whole, a little variation from the truth, (and as without 
wking any notice of what was to come from the performance 
of acommon watch, its fetting, &c.) might be of extremely 
ill confequence in the affair; and yet it feemed that, for the 
love of money, he could even have broke through all ! And now 
the Parfons ftill want to prefer fuch the fame method for the 
longitude, &c.’ : 

TRANSLATION. * Had it been poffible for the profeflors of 
fciences at Cambridge and Oxford, by virtue of their fublime 
algebra and geometry, to have difcovered, or even compre- 
hended the poffibility of making fuch a time-keeper as I by the 
blefling of God have made; had 1 been apprized of this their 
knowledge, and yet had come out of fo diftant a country, as I 
did, with no better a fcheme for the longitude, than their de- 
fe€tive and uncertain one by the moon (of which defects and 
uncertainties the Profeflors can hardly be faid to be ignorant) 
what a fool of a fellow muft I have been ? (that is fuch a fool as 
thefe i rafilfrs mow are; who deat on their own defective method, 
though they are apprized of my perfec? one )—not fit to have fpoken 
to, or been taken notice of by Mr. Graham, (as J was) or any 
one elfe that had underftanding in the matter.—Be that now as 
it will, yet if it pleafe God to continue my life and health a 
little longer; thefe Profeffors (or rather meer Priefts) fhall not — 
hinder me (as they have done) of the pleafure of bringing my 
watch to keep time, to a fecond in a fortnight, by means of 
the improvements in my laft drawing. I fay I am refolved on 
this, though the ufage I have had, or could ever expeét from 
them, is no encouragement to go on in making improvements. 
And Dr, Bradley, one of thefe aftronomical Profeffors, once let 
itout to me (not but I knew it as well as he did) that if a 
watch could be made to keep time to 10 feconds in a week, the 
method of finding the longitude by fuch a time-keeper would 
be preferable to any other. And fo now, (as I do not mind 
money, having no occafion now I have got the 20,0001. and 
being wearied of my former attendance in getting this money) 
I care not for the Priefts—whofe {chemes are of no value. For 
Dr. Bradley owned to me, there might be always error in the 
lunar tables, error in making or adjufting the inftrument for 
ebferving lunar diftances, error in obferving, error in allowing 
for the effects of refraction, He moreover owned, that a little 
Variation 
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variation from the truth in the whole, compounded of fo man 

parts each liable to error, might be of extreme ill confequence, 
(not to mention the errors of a common watch in Carrying og 
the time) yet it feemed that for the love of money the Doo 
would have broke through all this, and preferred the lunar me. 
thod to mine! And now the Parfons want to do the fame, &¢.” 

To conclude, when Mr. H. made the difcovery of the prin. 
ciples of his timekeeper, in 1765, two memoirs were given in to 
the Board of Longitude, by the two univerfity Gentlemen ap. 
pointed to be prefent at that difcovery. One of thefe was publithed 
at that time, and we now prefent our Readers with the other: 

‘«¢ Mr. Harrifon took his watch to pieces, fhewed us all the parts, 
and explained the ftructure, manner of making them, and the rea. 
fons upon which he had fo formed them, with great apparent cam 
dour, opennefs, and ingenuity. 

‘© We had only two flight difputes with him, one was in relation 
tothe drawings and explanation delivered to the Commiffioners in 
writing, which he did not care to part with out of his own cuftod 
for us to examine by ourfelves, which we thought the moft likely 
method of having every thing fuggeited, that it might be at all ma- 
terial for us to afk; but as we took fome time farther to recolle& 
what had occurred from the courfe of our examination, and examined 
the drawings and written explanation over a fecond time, I think it 
is not probable that any thing material efcaped us that could have 
been fuggeited by our examining the drawings by ourfelves, 

** The other difpute with Mr. H. was about a reafon he faid he 
had for giving a greater velocity to the balance, and which, he faid, 
obtained likewife with regard to pendulum clocks. What this rea- 
fon was he did not care to declare: at the fame time however he 

ave us other fufficient reafons for the practice. ‘Whether this ought 
to be confidered as any principle of the watch, or as what may en- 
able others to make it better, is what it is impoflible to fay without 
knowing what it is; but being challenged upon his oath, he de- 
clared he did not think it neceffary. 

‘¢ With regard to the general mechanifm of his watch, he feems 
to have been aware of all the caufes of irregularity that are hitherto 
known, and fome that perhaps hardly any body but himfelf was 
aware of. Some of thefe he has found from reafoning upon the-fub- 
ject without any experiment, and others from what occurred in the 
courfe of his experiments, and in thefe he feems to have fheivna 
great deal of fagacity in unravelling the caufes, a3 well as inge 
nuity in applying remedies to them. Some of the ereater irregula 
rities that common watches are fubject to, are corrected by the keep- 
ing the watch going whilit it is wound up, the winding up a {mall 
{pring every eighth part af a minute, and the provifion for heat 
and cold which he calls his thermometer. ‘There are befides thefe, 
two other fources of error, from the dificrence of denfity of the alt, 
and the difference of friction occafioned by the different itate of the 
oil ufed in his watch, and the lait of thefe being the ‘leaft manage 
abie of the two is made to affect the going as little as poflible by 
making ufe of as large a balance, and as creat a degree of -—: 
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‘y it as poflible; and the errors that refult from thefe two caufes, 
found by experiment (as they are I think in fome degree mixed to- 
gether) are in a great meafure corrected by the form of his pallets, 
gad what he ealls his cycloid, both which feem well contrived for 
this purpofe. , . | 

« How far the watches made upon this plan may anfwer the fpe- 
cimen he has exhibited, experience only can fhewe The road he 
has pointed out, bids fair to do much more than any thing elfe of 
the watch kind hitherto conflru&ted can pretend to. But it will re- 

uire that the parts upon which many of thefe minute correétions 

depend fhould be conftructed by a perfon who knows the ground 
upon which they are built, nor can they be done even by fuch a one, 
but with a great deal of care and many trials; this will probably 
make it fome time before many watches upon this conftruction will 
be made with the fame degree of accuracy, that they may obtain 
under Mr. Harrifon’s hands, .M.” 

It may not be amifs to inform our Readers that an act pafled 
the laft year (14 George III. cap. 66.) by which all former 
acts relative to the longitude are repealed, except fuch parts as 
relate to the appointment of Commiffioners, and the printing of 
the Nautical Almanac. The feveral rewards of 50001. 75001. 
10,000]. are again held out to all future difcoverers of the 
longitude. Some conditions are required by the act, but much 
is left to the difcretion of the Commiffioners. Encouragement. 
is alfo given to fuch as fhall make any ufeful difcovery relative 
to the longitude, or to navigation; though not fo important as 
toentitle the Author to any of the greater rewards before men- 
tioned, 

*,* Erratum in part of the impreffion of this Article. P. 325, 1.7, for, © this 


ison of Dr. Smith’s fcbemes ;° read, ¢ this is part of Dr. Smith’s /cheme,’ 
"3 





Art. IX. Conclufion of the Account of Bryant’s New Syfiem, or Analy/fis 
of Ancient Mythology. See our lait Volume, p. 475. 


UR learned Author, having difpatched the reputed heroes of 
antiquity, proceeds to the confideration of the deluge, and the 
memorials thereof in the Gentile world. The principal circum- 
ftances of this wonderful occurrence he ftates from the account of 
Mofes, and juftly obferves, that they are of fuch a nature, as, one 
might well imagine, would be long had in remembrance. We may 
reafonably fuppofe, that the particulars of this extraordinary event 
would be gratefully commemorated by the Patriarch himfelf; and 
tranfmitted to every branch of his family: that they were made the 
fubje&t of domeftic converfe ; where the hiftory was often renewed, 
and ever attended with a reverential awe and horror: efpecially in 
thofe who had been witneffes to the calamity, and had experienced 
the hand of Providence in their favour. In procefs of time, when 
there was a falling off from the truth, we might farther expec that 
a perfon of fo high a charaéter as Noah, fo particularly diftinguithed: 
by the Deity, could not fail of being reverenced by his poiterity: 
and, when idolatry prevailed, that he would be one of the firit among 
the fons of men, to whom divine honours would be paid. Laftly, 
We might conclude, that thefe memorials would be interwoven in 
Rev, O& 17>: Z the 
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the mythology of the Gentile world: and that there would be con. 
tinually allufions to thefe ancient occurrences in the rites and myfie. 
ries; as they were practifed by the natiors of the earth, | 

In conformity to thefe fuppofitions, Mr. Bryant endeavours to 
fhew, that thefe things did happen: that the hiitory of the deluge 
was religioufly preferved in the firlt ages: that every circumftance 
of it is to be met with among the hiilorians and mythologiits of dif. 
ferent countries ; and that traces of it are particularly to be found ip 
the facred rites cf Egypt, and of Greece. 

It will appear, from many circumiances in the more ancient wri. 
ters, that the great Patriarch was highly reverenced by his potterity, 
They looked up to him as a perfon peculiarly favoured by heaven; 
and honoured him with many titles; each of which had a reference 
to fome particular part of his hittory.—Among the people of the 
Eatt his true name was preferved: they called him Noas, Naus, and 
fometimes contracted Nous: and many places of fanctity, and many 
rivers, were denominated from him. Anaxagoras of Clazomenz, had 
been in Egypt; and had there obtained fome knowledge of this per- 
fonage. He fpoke of him by the name of Noas or Nous; and both 
he and his difciples were fenfible that it was a foreign appellation: 
yet he has well nigh ruined the whole of a very curious hiftory, 
which he had been taught, by taking the terms in a wrong accept. 
ation, and then making inferences in confequence of this abufe— 
Suidas has preferved, from fome ancient author, a curious memorial 
of this wonderful perfonage (Noah) whom he affects to diftinguith 
from Deucalion, and fliles Nawaxo;, Nannacus.—-Stephanus calls 
this perfon Annacus; and, like Suidas, makes him of great anti- 
quity, even prior to the reputed era of Deucalion.—Annacus and 
Nannacus relate to Noachus, or Noah. And not only thefe, bat the 
hiftories of Deucalion and Prometheus have a like reference to the 
Patriarch. 

As the Patriarch was by fome reprefented as a King called Naa- 
chus and Navachus; fo by others he was ftiled Inachus, and fuppo- 
fed to have reigned at Argos.—By Inachus is certainly meant Noah: 
and the hiftory relates to fome of his more early defcendants. His 
name has been rendered very unlike itfelf, by having been Jength- 
ened with terminations; and otherwife fafhioned according to the 
idiom of different nations. But the circumflances of the hittory are 
fo precife and particular, that we cannot mifs of the trath. 

He feems in the Eaft to have been called Noas, Noafis, Nufus, 
and Nus, and by the Greeks his name was compounded Dionafus, 
The Amonians, wherever they came, founded cities to his honour: 
hence places called Nufa will often occur.— Though the Patriarch’is 
seprefented under various titles; and even thefe are not always umi- 
formly appropriated : yet there will continually be found fuch pecu- 
liar circumftances of his hiftory, as will plainly point out the perfon 
weferred te. ‘The perfon preferved is always mentioned as preferved 
in an ark. He is defcribed as being in a ftate of darknels ; which 
as reprefented allegorically as a ftate of death. He then obtains & 
new life, which is called a fecond birth; and is {aid to have his 
youth renewed, He is on this account looked upon as the firlt-born 
ef mankind: and both his antediluvian and poftdiluvian flates are 
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commemerated, and fometimes the intermediate alfo is fpoken of — 
We are aflured by Philo, that Deucalion | was Noah : and that he 
was unduly adjudged by the people of Pheffaly to their country 
folely, may be proved from his name occurring in different parts of 
the world ; and always accompanied with fome hiiory of the de- 
luge.—Jofephus fays, that this great occurrence was to be met with 
‘n the writings of all perfons, who treated of the firit ages. He 
mentions Berofus of Chaldea, Hieronymus of Egypt, who wrote 
concerning the antiquities of Phenicia; alfo Muafeas, Abydenus, 
Melon, and Nicolaus Damafcenus, as writers, by whom it was ree 
corded : and adds, that it was taken notice of by many others. 

As we proceed towards the Eaft, we fhall find the traces of this 
event more vivid and determinate than thofe of Greece; and more 
conformable to the accounts of Mofes. LEufebius has preferved a 
molt valuable extract to this purpofe from Abydenus; which was 
taken from the archives of the Medes and Babylonians.—But the 
moft particular hiftory of the celuge, and the neareft of any to the 
account given by Moles, is to be found in Lucian. 

The relations of this event, which occur in the Gentile world, 
though varied indeed, and in fome meafure adapted to the preju- 
duces of thofe who wrote, contain, neverthelefs, all the grand cir- 
cumftances, with which that cataftrophe was a‘tended. The ftory 
had been fo inculcated, and the impreffions left upon the minds of 
men were fo firong, that they feem to have referred to it conti- 
nually ; and to have made it the principal fubject of their religious 
inftitutions.—Part of the ceremony in moft of the ancient mytlleries 
confifted in carrying about a kind of fhip or boat. Of this cuftom, 
and other fimilar emblematical reprefentations, our able Writer pro- 
duces niany inftances; and he thinks it pretty plain, that they all 
related to the hiftory of the deluge, and the confervation of one fa- 
mily inthe ark.—Both fhips and temples received their name from 
hence; being ftyled by the Greeks, who borrowed largely from 
Egypt, Nav, and Neos, and mariners, Navrz:, Nautz, in reference 
tothe Patriarch, who was varioufly ftyled Noas, Naus, and Noah. 
A number of other circumfances' are infifted upon by our Author, 
which we have not room to enumerate ; all of them exhibiting me- 
morials of the deluge, and particularly of the ark, The hiftories of 
Danie, Danaus, and the Danaides, he looks upon as fragments of 
hiftory, which relate to the fame event. The whole of the article is 
replete with uncommon learning. 

In the profecution of his defign, Mr. Bryant confiders fome parti- 
cular titles and perfonages ; fuch as Janus, Saturnus, Phoroneus, 
Pofeidon, Nereus, Proteus, Prometheus: and here he remarks, that 
though the hiftory of the Patriarch was recorded by the ancients 
through their whole theology, it bas been obfcured by their deferib- 
ing him under fo many different titles, and fuch a variety of charac- 
ters, Among all the various perfonages, under which he may have 

een reprefented, there are none wherein his hittory is delineated more 
plainly than in thofe of Saturn and Janus. This our eminent Writer 
endeavours particularly to evince; and then proceeds to fhew, likewife, 
that Phoronens, Pofeidon, Nereus, and Proteus, are all to be found 
in Noah, The Romans made a diftingtion between Janus and Sa- 
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turn; and fuppofed them to have been names of different men: bug 
they were two titles of the fame perfon, At the clofe of the differta. 
tion, the Author informs us, that, when it 1s faid in the early hiffo. 
ries, which Thales and other Grecians copied, that all things were 
derived from water, he doth not believe, that the ancient mytholo. 
gifts referred to that clement, as the va», or material principle ; but 
to the deluge, as an epocha, when time, and nature, and mankind. 
were renewed. Plutarch mentions it as an Egyptian notion, that 
all things proceeded from water; but at the fame time tells us, 
that Ofris was Oceanus, Hence the dottrine amounts to no more 
than this; that all were derived from Ofiris, the fame as Pofeidon, 
the fame alfo as Dionufus, the father of mankind. 

‘he ideas of Mr. Bryant, concerning the memorials of the deluge, 
are fill farther purfued, under the words Noah, Noas, NYz; NOY:, 
and Nufus; which, thoagh formerly mentioned feveral times, are 
now made a difinét article. ‘Fhe miftakes of the ancients, con. 
cerming thefe terms, are reciificd ; and the true hiftory found to be, 
that Noah was charatierized by them. When writers mention Sa. 
turnds quali Satcr Nov;, and Dionufus, dios Novgs and finally, when 
they defcribe Prometheus, [1 2oandevs Nous, and T1zop7feus Tos arbowsois 
é Neus, the purport in thefe infances is the fame. The original 
hifory was undoubtedly meant to fignify, that Saturnus, Cronus, 
Dionufus, and Prometheus, were different titles of the Patriarch who 
was called Noos, Nous, and Nufus.—Our Author is of opinion, that 
she royal triad, fpoken of by fome philofophers, related to the three 
fons of Noah, andthe three families from whom all mankind pro- 
eecded; and he thinks that the triad of Plato and his followers had 
no allufion to the doctrine of the Trinity. If we collate what thefe 
writers have added by way of explanation, we fhall find that they 
had no idea of any fuch myfery; and that the whole of what they 
have faid is a refinement upon an ancient piece of hiftory. 

The next article, which is of confiderable length, is intitled 
JONAH, Pysy’, Chaldvorum: a continuation of the Gentile hif- 
tory of the dciuge. ‘This article, befides a great difplay of learning 
as ulual, contains a furpriiing number of inftances, in which there 
appear to be references tv the deluge, in ancient hiftory and mytho- 
logy. After fo many proots of allufions to this grand event as have 
already been given, it may be fuppofed, fays Mr. Bryant, that ‘ the 
hiltory of the Dove, znd of the Iris, could not fail of being recorded, 
where the memory of the other circumftances was fo carefully pre- 
ferved, The latter was an emblem of great confequence, having 
been appointed as a token of a covenant between God and man: 
aid it will be found to have been held in uncommon regard for 
ages. Thedove, which returned to Noah with a leaf of olive, and 
brought the firit tidings that the waters were affluaged, was held in 
anany nations as particularly facred. It was looked upon asa pe- 
culiar meflenger of the Deity; and an emblem of peace, and good 
fortune.’—Accordingly, our ingenious Writer produces many evi 
dences Of the regard paid to doves, and recites feveral ftories con- 
cerning doves and p geons, that occur in the Pagan mythology : after 
which he introduces the following curious obfervations ; < The 
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¢ The ancient and true name of the dove was, as I have fhewn, 
Jinah, and lonas. [t was a very facred emblem, and feems to have 
been at one time almoft univerfally received. For not only the 
Mizraim, and the reit of the line of Ham, efteemed it in this light ; 
but it was admitted as an hieroglyphic among the Hebrews: and 
the myftic dove was regarded as a fymbol, from the days of Noah, 
by all thofe who were of the church of God. The prophet, who was 
fent upon an embafly to the Ninevites, is ftyled lonas: a title pro- 
bably beRowed upon him, as a meffenger of the deity. The great 
Patriarch, who preached righteoufnefs to the antediluvians, 1s by 
Berofus and Abydenus ftyled Oan, and Oannes, which is the fame as 
jinahe The author of the Apocalypfe is denominated in the like 
manner: whom the Greeks ftyle Iwawz;, Joannes. And when the 
reat forerunner of our Saviour was te be named, his father in- 
duftrioufly called him Iwawyzs, for the fame reafon. ‘The circum- 
flances, with which the impofition of this name was attended, are 
remarkable: and the whole procefs, as defcribed by the Evangelitt, 
well worth our notice. And it came to pafs, that on the eighth day 
ihey came to circumcife the child: and they called him Zacharias, after 
the name of his father. And bis mother anfwered and faid, Not fo; 
but he foall be called ‘fobn. And they faid unto her, There is none of thy 
tindred that is called by this name. And they made figns to his father, 
bow he would have him called. And be afked for a writing table; and 
avrote, faying, bis name is John. And they marveled all, 'The reafon 
of this name being fo particularly impofed may be inferred from the 
character given of the perfon: dud thou, child, fhalt te called the 
prophet of the Highe/?: for thou fhalt go before the face of the Lord te 
prepare his ways, And in another place we are told that John was 
a prophet, and much more thana prophet. or I fay unto you (they 
are the words of our blefled Saviour) among thofe that are born of wo- 
men, there is not a greater than Joebn the Baptif?. ‘This name, which 
we render John, | have fhewn to be no other than Iona. It figni- 
fesa dove: but means likewife an oracular perfon ; by whom the 
voice of the Moft High is made known, and his will explaincd. —— 
‘ The Patriarch Noah feems to have been the firit who was in 
the Gentile world typified under this emblem. He was a great pro- 
phet: and it was foretold at his birth, that he fhould bring peace 
and comfort to mankind. The purport of his name was Reit from 
Labour.x—Hlence the dove became an emblem of peace, as well as 
of the perfon, through whom it was derived to the earth. He was 
in confequence of it called Oan and Ounes, by Abydenus and Alex- 
ander Polyhiftor, analogous to the Iwann; of the Greeks: both of 
which names were derived from the Ionah and Jénas of the Chal- 
dees: and the terms were undoubtedly fo expreffed in «he original 
language, from whence the hiftory is borrowed by the Greels.— 
We find then, that the dove was a truly facred fymbol ; and fo ac- 
knowledged in the times of the moft pure worthip. But the fons of 
Ham perverted that, which was intended to be only typical; and 

Carried their regard for it to a degree of idolatrous veneration.’ 
The Author exhibits numerous proofs of the truth of this affertion. 
Among other things, be fhews that Semiramis was no more thana 
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divine emblem under the figure of a dove or pigeon; and that hence 
we need not wonder at the etymology of her name, and the circum, 
{tances of her hiftory, as they are tranimitted by the Grecian wri. 
ters. As Semiramis was Sema-Ramis, she token of the Moff High; fg 
Semele, the fuppofed mother of Niobe, was Sema-El, and of the 
like purport.—The term Ionah is fometimes found compounded ; 
and exprefled Ad, or Ada lonah, Regina, vel Regia Columba; 
from which another deity Adiona was conitituted; and particular 
rites were fuperadded.— Venu; was no other than the ancient lonah, 
and we fhali find in her hillory numberleis circumflances relating to 
the Noachic dove, and to the deluge.— In the hicroglyphical fculp. 
tures and paintings where the deluge was reprefented, the dove 
could not well be depicted otherwife than hovering over the face of 
the deep. Hence it is that Dione or Venus is faid to have rifen 
from the tea. Hence it is alfo fhe is faid to prefide over 
waters ; to appeafe the troubled ocean; and to caufe, by her pre. 
fence, an univerfal calm: that to her were owing the fruits of the 
earth; ard that the flowers of the field were renewed by her in- 
fluence.—Mr. Bryant imagines, that the f.uvie of the Mundane egg, 
and of ‘Typhon, related io the deluge —It appears from repeated 
evidences, that the hiftory of this great event came to Greece in 
great meafure from Syria and the Euphrates. It was derived from 
that part of the world, which was neareit to the place of defcent, 
and to the fcene of thofe occurrences, which were fub/equent to the 
deluge. It is on this account that the Mundane egg and the hiftory 
of Typhen are referred to the Puphraies, ana the regions of Aram.— 
Thefe feveral] pofitions are largely illuftrated and confirmed by our 
Auther; and the conclufion drawn by him is, that all the myiteries 
of the Gentile world feem to have been memorials of the deluge, and 
of the events which immectately fecceeded. The fame mythology, 
and the fame hieroglyphics, which took their rife from it in other 
parts of the carth, are proved to have been carried as far as China 
and Japan; where they are to be found at this day. 

The inquiry into the Icnah Chaldxorum is followed by a hhort 
differtation on Da, the Chaldaic particle for J4e, which is fhewn to 
enter into the compoiition of many words. In treating of Danang 
and Danae our ingenious Writer had furmifed that they were not the 
names of perfons, but ancient terms which related to the facred 
fhip; and to the rites which were introduced by the Jcnim, and Do- 
rians from Egypt. Some obfervations of the like kind are here 
made; and we learn, among the reft, that the river Danube was 
properly the river of Noah, exprefled Da-Nav, Da-nauos, Da-Na- 
vas, Da Naubus. Herodotus culls it plainly the river of Noah with- 
out the prefix; but appropriates the name oaly to one branch.— 
Diana is a compound of De lana, and fignifies the goddefs Jana 
She was probably the fame as Dione. | 

Under the head of Juno, Iris, Eros, Thamuz, farther evidences 
are produced of allvfions to the hiftory of the deluge. As June 
was the fame as Icnah, we need not wonder at the Iris being het 
concomitant. This was no other than the rainbow, which Go 
made a fign in the heavens; a token of his covenant with man. 


This circumitance is apparently alluded to by Homer, in a refe- 
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rence to that phenomenon; where he {peaks of it as an appointed 
fign.—As the peacock in the full expanfion of his plumes difplays 
ali the beautiful colours of the Iris; it was probably for that rea- 
fon made the bird of Juno inftead of the dove, which was appro- 
priated to Venus. The fame hiftory was variovfly depicted; and 
confequently as varioufly reprefenied,— Mr. Bryant hath introduced, 
under the prefent article, fome very curious remarks on the god 
Eros, the God of Love ; from which it appears how different the 
original reprefentations of him were from thofe we have of the more 
modern Cupid. 

The next fubject of examination, is Baris or Barit, the Barith of 
the fcriptures: Beroe of Nonnus, lib. 41. We.read in very early 
times of a deity, Baal Berith in Canaan’; who was worfhipped by 
the men of Shechem, and of no fmall repute. This, our Author 
thinks, was no other than the Arkite God; with whofe idolatry 
the Ifraelites were infected, foon after they were fettled in the land.— 
Near Sidon was an ancient city, Berith or Sarith, of the like pur- 
port; and facred to the fame deity. It was by the Greeks cailed 
Berytus; and fometimes by the poets Beroé; being, as was fup- 
pofed, fo denominated from a nymph of the ocean, who was the 
nurfe of Semele.—The delivery of Beroé, according to the mytho- 
logical tradition of it, and the defcription of Nonnus, is here par- 
ticularly confidered, and fhewn to be manifeftly the opening of the 
ark.— There is in the fame poet another remarkable allufion to the 
Mofaic accounts of the deluge. At the time of this calamity tke 
eatth was in a manner reduced to its chaotic ftate$ all the elements 
being in confuifion ‘T‘he ark providentially weathered the ftorm ; 
and got rid of the gloom, with which it had been a long time op- 
prefled. At lait the dove was fent out, which returned to the win- 
dow of the ark, and was through that opening taken in. All this 
we find mentioned in the hiftory of i'eroe, 

As all the great occurrences of old were reprefented by hierogly- 
phics; and as thefe were at times varioufly exhibited ; we may in 
confequence of it perceive many different emblems, which mani 
feitly relate to the fame hiftory. Hence Mr. Bryant proceeds to ex- 


‘amine various types, fuch as Seira, Cupfelis, Melitta, Rhoia, Rim- 


mon, Side, Macon ; and to treat of Scuphos, Hippos, and the fa- 
cred conteft.—Seira was no other than Damater, the fuppofed mo- 
ther of mankind ; who was alfo ftyled Melitta, and Meliffla; and 
was looked upon as the Venus of the Eaft. It was properly a facred 
receptacle. —The priefts of the Seira were called Melitte, and Me- 
liffes—Many colonies went abroad under this appellation; and may 
be plainly traced in different parts of the world: but the Grecians 
have fadly confounded the hittories, where they are mentioned, by 
interpreting Meliffe Aees.—The fables about bees related to colonies 
of the Meliffeans ; who performed all that is mentioned. At the 
fame time the bee was an hieroglyphic, by which Melitta was de- 


feribed., 


The ark was likewife ftyled Cupfelis, a word of the fame import 
as Seira.—As the ark was looked upon as the mother of mankind, 
it was figured under the femblance of a pomegranate, which fruit 

Z 4 was 














236 Bryani’s New Syftem of Ancient Mythology. 


was named Rhoia. Flence the deity of the ark was called Rhota 
who was the Rhea of tine Greeks. —Rimmon was another name fan 
the pomegranate ;--and fo was Side. ‘There was a city of this ap. 
pellation in Pamphylia, which received its denomination from the 
rites of the ark, and the worihip of the dove. In many countries, 
where the people were unacquainted with the Rhoia, they made ufe 
of the poppy for the fame embiem; which by the ancient Dorians 
was flyled Macon.—Macon denoted the deity worfhipped under the 
title of Pofeidun ; and fignified Marinus Deus, five Rex Aquarum, 
—Cubela was another name of Damater; and Cubeba was the fame 
deity ; or rather they were both places where thofe deities were wor. 
Shipped : for places were continually fubflituted for deities, 

But the moti pleafing embiem among the Egyptians was exhibited 
under the charatter of Piuche. ‘This was originally no other than 
the aurelia, or butterfly ; but in aftertumes was reprefented as a 
lovely female child with the beautiful wings of that infeét.—The 
Eevptians thought the aurciia avery proper picture of the foul of 
man, and of the immortality to which it afpired. But they made 
it more particularly an emblem of Ofiris ; who having been confined 
in an ark, or coin, and ina ftate of death, at lait quitted his pri. 

fon, and enjoyed a renewal of life. This circumflance of the fe. 
cond birth is continually defcribed under the charafter of Pfuche, 
And as the whole was owing to divine love, of which Eros. was an 
emblem, we find this perfon often introduced as a concomitant of 
Pieche.—Our Author, having explained thefe curious particulars, 
and others connected with them, takes occafion to cenfure the mode 
of interpretation which runs through the whole of Piutarch’s trea- 
tife on Lis and Ofiris; and through the writings of all thofe, who 
have siven a rationale of the Egyptian rites, and theology—lIn con- 
fidering the Scyphus, the Hippos, or the Horfe of Pofeidon, and the 
Sacred Contett, our penetrating Writer finds evident traces of the 
deluge. ‘The Scyphus, called at times the Cup of Hercules, of 
Nereus, of Oceanus, of the Sun, was no other than the ark, repre- 
fented under this charatteriftic. The Hippos, alluded to in the 
early mythology, was a float or fhip, the fame as the Ceto. 

In the purfuit of his learned inquiries, Mr, Bryant examines 
the additional types, Taurus, Apis, Mneuis, Laban, Labar, La- 
ris, Larifla, Aithya, Ilithya, and Orathya. He treats alfo of Maa, 
Maon, the Manes, and the Lares; and hath added a differtation 
on the Cabiri, Corybantes, Idei, Daétyli, Curetes, Ignetes, Tel- 
chines, and other Arkite priefis. But each of thefe heads we are 
under the abfolute neceflity of pafling over, with only obferving, 
that they abound with freth and accumulated proofs of the general 
fyfiem here maintained. 

The learned and laborious Author, having thus largely mani- 
-fefted the traces of the deluge, and of the arkite hiftory, comes 
in the lait place, to the confideration of the Argo, and Argonau- 
tic expedition. ‘The examples, which he hath produced, of the 
Grecians having formed variety of perfonages out of titles and 
terms unknown, and from mifinterpreted hieroglyphics, will, he 
thinks, make the Reader more favourably inclined to the procefs 
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ynon which he is about to proceed. ‘Had I not, fays he, in 
ehis manner opened the way to this difquifition, I fhould have been 
fearful of engaging in the purfuit. For the hittory of the Argo- 
nauts, and their voyage, has been always eftcemed authentic, and 
aimitted as a chronological xra. Yet it may be worth while to 
make fome inguiry into this memorable tranfaCtion ; and to fee if 
iedeferves the credit, with which it has been hitherto favoured.’ 

Mr. Bryant gives a concife detail of the expedition; and then 
obferves, that the main plot, as itis tranfmitted to us, 1s certainly 
afzble, and replete with inconfiflency and contradiftion, ‘ Yet 
many writers have taken the account in grof.: and without hefita- 
tion, or exception to any particular part, have prefumed to fix the 
time of this tranfaction. And having fatished themfelves in this 
point, they have proceeded to make ufe of it for a fated Era. 
Hence many inferences and dedutions have been formed, and 
many events have been determined, by the time of this fanciful ad- 
venture. Among the mott eminent of old, who admitted it as an 
hittorical truth, were Herodotus, Diodorus, Strabo; and with them 
every Grecian mythologiit: of the fathers, Clemens, Eufebius, and 
Syncellus. Among the moderns, the principal are Scaliger and 
Petavius : and of our country, archbifhop Ufher, Cumberland, Dr. 
Jackfon, and Sir Ifaac Newton. ‘This lait fpeaks of it without any 
difidence ; and draws from it many confequences, as from an event 
agreed upon, and not to be queftioned: an era to which we 
may fafely refer.’ 

In contradiction to the fyftem of Sir Ifaac Newton, our Author 
fhews plainly, that the f{phere, which is thought by that great 
man to be formed by Chiron, could not have been the invention 
of Chiron or Mufzeus, had fuch perfons exifted; that it was not 
at any rate a Grecian work ; and that the expedition itfelf was 
not a Grecian operation. The fohere, as we have it delineated, wa 
the produce of Egypt. For the aftronomy of Greece confeffedly 
came from that country : confequently the hiffory to which it al- 
ludes, muft have been from the fame quarter.— he zodiac, which 
Sir Ifaac Newton fuppofed to relate to the Argonautic expedition, 
was an afiemblage of Egyptian hieroglyphics. Aries, which he 
refers to the Golden Fleece, was a reprefentation of Amon: Tau- 
tus Of Apis: Leo of Arez, the fame as Mithras, and Ofiris. Virgo 
with the {pike of corn was Ifis. They called the,zodiac the grand 
allembly, or fenate of the twelve gods. ‘The planets were ef- 
teemed litors and attendants, who waited upon the chief deity, 
the fun. — 

Strabo indeed, one of the wifeft of the Grecians, cannot be per- 
fuaded but that the hiftory of the Argonautic expedition was true ; 
and, from numerous evidences, which he has colleéted from parts 
ofthe world widely diftant, he concludes that the hiltory of Jafon 
muft neceffarily be authentic. ‘ Yet I am obliged, fays Mr. Bry-. 
ant, to diffent from him upon his own principles: for I think the 
evidence, to which he appeals, makes entirely againft his opinion. 


1 muft repeat what upon a like occafion Ihave more than once 
faid, 
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faid, that if fuch a perfon as Jafon had exifted, he could neve 
have performed what is attributed to him. The Grecians have taken 
an ancient hiltory to themfelves, to which they had no relation. 
and as the real purport of it was totally hid from them, they have. 
by their colouring and new modelling what they did not under. 
ftand, run themfelves into a thoufand abfurdities.’— Thefe abfurd}. 
ties are well pointed out; after which it is jullly obferved, thatif 
there were any truth in the hiftory, as applied by the Grecian; 
there fhould be found fome confiftency in their writers. But there 
is fcarcely a circumftance in which they are agreed.—The mof 
contraditory accounts are given of Hercules.—T he zra of the ey. 
pedition cannot be fettled without running into many difficulties, 
from the genealogy and ages of the perfons fpoken of.—Hoy 
can we truft to writers upon this fubjeét, who boatt of a great ex. 
ploit being performed, but know not whether it was at Colchis, of 
the Ganges? 

The Author goes on to examine the detail of the expedition; 
and the conclufion he draws from it is, that in the account of the 
Argo we have undeniably the hiftory of a facred fhip, the firk 
which was ever conftruéted. ‘This truth the beft writers among the 
Grecians confefs; though the merit of the performance they would 
fain take to themfelves. Yet, after all their prejudices, they con. 
tinually betray the truth, and fhew, that the hiftory was derived to 
them from Esypt.—There was certainly a conftant tradition that 
the Argo was the firfi fhip; and that it was originally framed by 
divine wifdom.—Tefimonies to this purpofe are produced by Mr, 
Bryant; and from hence, he thinks, itis plain, that the ftory of 
the Argo related to ap ancient event, which the Egyptians comme- 
morated with great reverence. 

The caufes of the miftakes in this curious piece of mythology 
are traced out by him; and a number of additional arguments are 
brought, in proof of the Argonautic expedition’s having a reference 
to the Arkite hiftory.—The Grecians in their accounts of the he 
roes, have framed a lift of perfons who never exifled.—Jafon has 
been efteemed the chief in all their adventures. But this is a feigned 
perfonage, made out of a facred title.—Jafon was certainly a title 
of the Arkite god, the fame as Arcas, Argus, Inachus, and Prome- 
theus: and the temples fpoken of by the ancients were not built by 
him, but erected to his honour.— 

We cannot finith the view of this curious article, without declar- 
ing our being entirely convinced by it, that the Argonautic ex 
pedition, as reprefented by the Greeks, was a fable. 

In the conclufion, the Author has introduced fome obfervations 
on Erectheus, and the city Erech; and has acquainted his Readers 
with the defign of the prefent performance, and with his future 
intentions. ‘The purport of the whole is, and will be, to confirm 
and eftablifh the Mofaic hiftory, to explain the origin of idolatry, 
and to throw light on the difperfion and fettlement of nations, 1 
the earlieft ages oi the world. 

After having given fo large a review of this extraordinary ubli 
cation, we necd not fay that it is a work of prodigious eru ap 
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This appears on the face of almolt every page of it; and, in this 
reipect, 1t has not perhaps been equalled, by any produétion in the 

refent age. , . ° 

But it is a work of uncommon ingenuity, as well as learning. 
Mr. Bryant’s fyitem is entirely new ; and he hath difcovered great 
fagacity in the invention of it, and in the numerous inftances which 
he has produced in its fupport, ~~) 

We muft declare, too, that, in our opinion, he has thrown vaft 
icht on many hitherto obf{cure points of antiquity. Several of his 
conjectures mult, from the very nature of the fubject, be precarious: 
but, by uniting etymology with a certain degree of hittorical evi- 
dence, whether more or lefs founded, we cannot but think that he 
hath hit upon the truth in a variety of cafes; and he hath clearly 
overturned the fyitems of uthers, where fome little doubt may re- 
mait about the equal efiablithment of his own. 

Bit though this work be juftly intitled to the higheit praifes, we 
cannot affert that it is without faults, or that it leaves no rcom for 
hefitation. Jt is defeStive in point of arrangement and method. 
The differtations follow each other without any apparent connexion, 
and might frequently change their places without any perceivable 
difadvantage. The refult of this is, a good deal of repetition, 
fome degree of confufion, and, perhaps, here and there a want of 
confiftency. We cannot, for initance, reconcile the Author’s de- 
nial, in the firit volume, of the Heathen Gods being men, with what 
he advances, in the fecond volume, concerning the worthip paid by 
the Gentiles to their Arkite anceltors. Indeed, it is the unanimous 
tehimony of the ancients, that the pagan divinities had originally. 
been inhabitants of the earth. 

[tis fomewhat extraordinary that Mr. Bryant fhould affert, ‘ that 
all knowledge of Gentile antiquity, mutt be derived through the 
hands of the Grecians;’ and yet that he fhould fay fo much to 
difcredit their evidence. He reprefents them as a people fo ftupid 
as ‘out of every objfolete term to form perionages;’ to § miflake 
temples for deities, and places for perfons ;’ conftantly to ‘ mif- 
take titles for names, and from thefe titles to multiply their deities 
and heroes.’ He affures us, that the Greek writers did not them- 
elves underftand the words of their ancient hymns, byt changed 
them into fomething fimilar in found. 

We have fome doubt, likewife, whether our eminent Author hath 
not afcribed too much to one family. He refers all the remark- 
able events of antiquity to the Amonians, or Cuthites, who are 
teprefented as pafling from Chaldza to Egypt, as extending to 
Phenicia, and as diffeminating themfelves to every part of the 
world. But might not other defcendants of Noah leave memorials of 
their anceitors ? Might not other defcendants of Noah fall into a 
like fpecies of idolatry ? Might they not fettle colonies in different 
places ; and leave names allufive to the great patriarch, and drawn 
from the common language of the eaft? Do the inftances pro- 
duced by Mr. Bryant always indicate any thing more than a general 
Oriental original ? 

Might it not, alfo, be afked, how far itis probable that man- 


kind, when they firk degenerated into idolatry, and renouneed the 
true 
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true worfhip obferved by their anceftors, flould inflitute religious 
rites as memorials of thofe anceflors ? 

In mentioning thefe things, we do not mean to derogate from 
the reputation of this extraordinary work. We propofe them with 
hefitation and candour, as difficulties fill lying upon our minds; 
and which, perhaps, may be entirely removed in the fubfequent pub. 
lications. 

The learned world is unqueftionably under the higheft obliga. 
tions to the Author, Whatever doubts may continue in fome re. 
{pects, he feems decifively to have fhewn, that the Greeks were 
totally miftaken in referring their mythology to their own country ; 
and that it had a more remote origin. 

Each of the volumes is accompanied with a number of plates, 
finely executed, reprefenting feveral of the moft curious remains 
and fymbols of antiquity. K ‘ 





Art X. Letters of the Rev. Mr. Lawrence Sterne, to bis moft inti. 
mate Friends. With a Fragment in the Manner of Rabelais, To 
which are prefixed, Memoirs of his Life and Family, written by 
himfelf, and publifhed by his daughter, Mrs. Medalle. Small 8vo, 
(Shandy-fize.) 3 Vols. 7s. Gd. fewed. Becket, 1775. 


HAT thefe Letters, &c. are authentic, will be readily ade 
mitted, (even were the internal evidence queftionable, in 
any inftance) on the credit of the lady who tenders her name 
to the Public, as their editor *. Mrs. Medalle +, we are per. 
fuaded, has too much reverence for the memory of her juttly 
admired father, and too much zeal for his literary fame, to fuf- 
fer any thing to appear as the production of dys pen, and dis 
correfpondence, the legitimacy of which, fhe could have the 
Jeaft reafon todoubt, The Letters we have not yet had time 
to perufe, as they have been publifhed but a few days: they 
muft, therefore, be the fubject of a fecond article. At prefent 
we can only gratify the impatience of our Readers, by giving 
them an abftra&t of Mr. Sterne’s account of himfelf ;—which 
appears to have been written in a familiar letter to his daughs 
ter, at her requeft, but a very few years before his death. 
Contending nations, like thofe of ancient Greece with re 
{pect to the birth of Homer, might, hereafter, have difputed 
with each other the honour of having produced a STERNE; 
and the claims of England might have been fet in oppofition 





* The Letters, are, however, all printed from Mr. Sterne’s origi 
nals, which we have feen, by the favour of the publifher. 

+ It was the fortune of Mifs Lydia Sterne to marry a French gen- 
tleman of this name. A very pretty engraving of this lady (whois 
faid to inherit a portion of her father’s {pirit) is prefixed to the firk 
of thefe volumes, from a fine picture of Welt’s. 
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ty thofe of her fifter Ifle, had not the prefent Memoirs deter- 
mined the point, in favour of Ireland; which country has had 
ihe peculiar felicity of giving the world a fecond Cervantes, and 
sfecond Rabelais. The writers of Gulliver’s Travels and of 
the Sentimental Journey, were both Irifh. 

The Memoirs and Anecdotes here given, of the parentage 
and life of Sterne, are, however, not very copious; the facts 
ye detailed within a moderate compafs, and may eafily be 
comprefled within yet fmaller limits. 

Lawrance Sterne was a defcendant of Archbifhop Sterne. 
His father was a licutenant in Handifide’s regiment. Lawrence 
was born, it is here faid, at ** Clomwel,” [mifprinted, we fup- 
pofe, for Cnmel] in the fouth of Ireland, Nov. 24th, 1713, a 
few days after his mother arrived from Dunkirk. There feems to 
be adegree of probability that Sterne had fome of the unfor- 
tunate circumftances of his father’s life in view, when he 
wrote the af ting ftory of Le Fevre.—* My birth-day, fays 
he, Was Ominous to my poor father, who was, the day after 
our arrival, [at Clonmel] with many other brave officers, 
broke, and fent adrift into the wide world, with a wife and 
two children; the elder of which was Mary: fhe was born 
at Lifle in French Flanders, July 10, 1712. This child was 
moft unfortunate. She married one Weemans, in Dublin, 
who ufed her unmercifully,—fpent his fubftance, became a 
bankrupt, and left my poor fifter to fhift for herfelf: which fhe 
was able to do but for a few months; for fhe went to a friend’s 
houfe in the country, and died of a broken heart. She was a 
moft beautiful woman, of a fine figure, and deferved a better 
fate | 

As foon as the little Lawry, the hero of our tale, was fit 
tocommence traveller, his father, with the reft of the family, 
left Ireland, aud repaired to Elvington near York, where, ata 
family feat there, lived the mother of lieutenant Sterne. She 
was daughter to Sir Roger Jaques, and an heirefs. ¢ There, 
fays our Author, we fojourned for about ten months, where the 
regiment * was eftablifhed, and our houfehold decamped, bag 
and baggage, for Dublin. 

What a weathercock-life is that of a foldier in a marching 
regiment! Within a month after his return to Ireland, the 
wind changes, and lieutenant Sterne is ordered to Exeter ; 
whither, ¢ in a fad winter,’ bis wife and two children follow him. 
In twelve months, the wind chops about again, and we find 
them all blown back to Dublin; with the additional company 


own. 
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of another fon, bern at Plymouth, during their ftay in Devon. 
fhire. 

At Dublin, fays this compendious hiftorian of his own 
times, ‘ My father took a large houfe, furnifhed it, and ing 

ear and a half’s time fpent a great deal of money. In 1719, 
all unhinged again! the regiment was ordered, with man 
others, to the Ifle of Wight, in order to embark for Spain, 
in the Vigo expedition.” Mr. Sterne’s family accompanied the 
regiment to England ; whither they had a very bad voyage and 
their fecond fon (a pretty boy, whofe name was Joram) died jn 
the paflage. Here Mrs, Sterne and her two remaining children 
ftaid till the expedition to Vigo was accomplifhed, and the re. 
giment had got back to Wicklow in Ireland ; and during their 
ftay in Hampfhire, the lofs of their fon was fupplied by the 
birth of a daughter, named Anne ; but ‘ this pretty bloffom fel] 
at the age of three years, at the barracks of Dublin—not made 
to laft long, (it is added) as were moft of my father’s babes,’ 
An obfervation dubioufly exprefled ; but the meaning cannot 
be miftaken: and it was verified in the cafe of our Author 
himfelf. 

In the barracks at Wicklow, ann. 1720, this little mi- 
grating corps was recruited by the birth of another fon, named 
Devijeher, after a colonel of that name. 

From Wicklow they decamped, to ftay half a year with Mr. 
Fetherfton *, aclergyman at Animo, about feven miles from 
their late barracks. 

It was in this parifh, fays Mr. Sterne, © that I had that 
wonderful efcape in falling through a mill-race, while the mill 
was going, and of being taken up unhurt. The ftory is in- 
credible, but known for truth in al] that part of Ireland, where 
hundreds of the common people flocked to fee me.’ 

From Animo they followed the regiment to Dublin, where 
they lay in barracks a year. 

In 1722 the regiment fhifted quarters to Carrickfergus; but 
in their march thither, Captain Sterne and his family were 
kindly received'by a relation, a collateral defcendant from arch- 
bifhop Sterne, who took them all to his caftle, hofpitably de- 
tained them a year, and then fent them to the regiment. 

At Carrickfergus they loft their fon Devijcher, at the age of 
three years ; but lofles of this kind were always foon repaired 
in captain Sterne’s family : another girl (Sufan) fupplied the 
place of Devijeher. 
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* He was a relation of our Author's grandmother. 
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And now we attend mafter Lawry to a fchool, near Hali- 
ax; from whence his coufin Sterne, of Elvington, ‘ who be-~ 
came a father to him, fent him to the univerlity. 

Thefe Memoirs being not fo much thofe of Lawrence Sterne, 
3s of his father and family, we return to the regiment. 

At Londonderry, whither the regiment was removed, from 
Carrickfergus, another fifter was given to Lawry: § ftill live 
ing,’ fays he, ° but moft unhappily eftranged from me by my 
uncle’s wickednefs, and her own folly. 

From the laft mentioned ftation ‘ the regiment was fent to 
jefend Gibraltar, at the fiege, where my father was run through 
the body, by captain Philips, in a duel.” It was very dike our 
Author so add, as he does, that the quarrel began about a 
a Sterne furvived his wound ; but with an impaired con- 
fimtion, unable to withftand the hardfhips it was put to; 
for being fent to Jamaica, he foon fell by the country fever, 
which took away his fenfes firft, and made a child of him; 
in this condition he remained a month or two, walking about 
continually, without complaining, till the moment he fat down 
inan arm chair, and breathed his laft +. 

‘My father,’ fays our Author, * was a little fmart man, ace 
tiveto the laft degree, in all exercifes—moft patient of fa- 
tigue and difappointments, of which it pleafed God to give 
him full meafure.—He was in his temper fomewhat rapid and 
haty—but of a kindly, fweet difpofition, void’ of all defign; 
aid fo innocent in his own intentions, that he fufpeéted no 
one; fo that you might have cheated him ten times ina day, 
if nine had not been fufficient for your purpofe.’—You fee, 
Reader, we have, here and there, even in this little family- 
paper, agenuine ftroke of Yorick. We now return to our 
Author, whom we left at the univerfity. 

Mr, Sterne has forgot to tell us the name of the univerfity 
at which he was bred; but he fays, he went thither in 1732, 
and there he commenced a friendfhip with Mr. H ‘ which 
has been moft lafting on both fides.’—We fuppofe the gentle- 
man here meant, is Mr. Hall, the ingenious author of the 
Crazy TaLes, &c. 

Quitting the univerfity, Sterne repaired to York; and his 
uncle procured him the living of Sutton. And ¢ at York,’ 
adds he, “1 became acquainted with your mother. I courted 
her far two years. She owned fhe liked me, but thought her- 
elf not rich enough, or me too poor.—At length fhe fell into 
‘confumption ; and one evening that I was fitting by her, 
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with an almoft broken heart to fee her fo ill, the fald,.t 
dear Lawry, I can never be yours, for I verily believe I hays 
not long to live ; but I have left you every fhilling of my ‘for. 
tune.’ Upon that fhe fhewed me her will. This generolity 
overpowered me. It pleafed God that fhe recovered, ang 1 
married her; in 1741." 

His uncle foon aiter got him the prebendary of Yorks but 
he had, afterwards the misfortune to quarrel with his rela. 
tion and patron, about party-matters, which Sterne declares 
he detefted *; and his uncle, he fays, became his bittere(t 
enemy.—By his wife’s means, however, he alfo got the living 
of Stillington; but he remained twenty years at Sutton, doine 
duty at both places. He had then, he tells us, very good health; 
and that books, painting, fiddling, and fhooting were his 
amufements. 

In 1760, Sterne went up to London, to publifh his two 
firft volumes of Shandy. In that year lord F prefented 
him with the curacy of Coxwold: ¢ a {weet retirement,’ fays 
he, * in comparifon of Sutton.’ | 

Jn 1762; Sterne went to France, before the peace was con- 
cluded; and his wife and daughter followed him. In two 
ears after he went to Italy, for the recovery of his health ;— 
this is the /a/? material incident of bis life, mentioned in this 
Letter to his Lydia; which he concludes by a moft affedi- 
_onate compliment to his daughter; declaring his inexprefiible 
joy at feeing her returned from abroad ¢ EVERY THING he 
WISHED HER. —IThe Memoir concludes with the following 
memorandum: 

© I have fet down thefe particulars relating to my family, and 
fef, for my Lyptia, in cafe hereafter fhe might have a curiofity, or 
a kinder motive, to know them? 

We cannot more properly conclude this part of our account 
of the prefent publication, than by a tranfcript of Mr, Gar- 
rick’s epitaph on Sterne, prefixed, with other verfes, to the li 
terary correfpondence : 

‘* Shall pride a heap of fculptur’d marble raife, 
Some worthlefs, un-mourn’d utled fool to praife ; 
And fhali we not by one poor grave-{tone learn, . 
Where genius, wit, and humour, fleep with Srerne.” = * 


—_* 








he And yet we have heard of his writing a periodical electioneer 
Ing paper at York, in defence of the Whig intereft. G 
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i Art. II. Enquiries into the Nature of a new Mineral Acid dif- 


avered ix Sweden, &e. 'To which is added an Idea of an arti- 
fcial Arrangement, and of a natural Mcthod of Foflils, &c. By 
Sir John Hill, 8vo. 1s. Od. ‘Trueman. 1775. 

4 HE gercater part of the papers here intitled, ‘ An Idea of an 
i Artificial Arrangement, and of a Natura! Method of Fofils,’ 
which conftitute above two thirds of this pamphiet, we recolied& to 
have read in fomeof the Author’s former publications : we fhall there- 
fore only take notice of the Zaguiries into the Nature of the New Sxve- 
dip Acid, comprehended within the fcanty limits of fixteen pages, pre- 
fxed to the abovementioned Idea; but which, as relating to a new 
and very curious fubjeét, the Author has prudently confidered as 
) well adapted to the purpole of furnilhing a facing title page; and 
| has accordingly placed them in the front of that very fignificant 
member of every performance. 

In our 47th volume [December 1772] we gave an account of 
this remarkable difcovery, and of fome of the mcre important pro- 
cefles, by which the fingular nature and qualities of the /sarry acid 
were detecied by Mr. Scheele. Ic is doing no injuftice to our pree 
fent Engu:rer to afiirm that his analyfis is very fuperficic] and un- 
fatisfactory, compared with the profound and fcientific inveftigation 
of the ingenious Swede. His conclufions with refpedct to the pecu- 
liar nature of the ffony acid, and of the fubitance from which it is 
obtained, are in general as follows ; 

He infers that the /patum wvitrefcens, or wvitrefcent Jpar, or flufs, 
is ‘of a peculiar genus ;’ that it is neither chryttal spar, talc, or 
felenite. He fupposes that, as the wxiver/al acid (or the vitriolic) 
can, for inftance, unite with clay, or with chalk, ‘ there is nothing 
contradictory to reafon, in fuppofing it may jvin alfo with an 
earthy or ftrong fubflance, neither argillaceous or calcareous :?— 
and that, as with the firft, it forms alum, and with the latter a 
felenite; it may, when combined with an earth totally different 
in its nature from thefe two, ‘ form a body alfo different both from 
allam, and from felenite.? For thefe and other reafons, he thinks 
it moft probable that his fuppofed {par is a combination of the mi- 
neral acid with the featite or foap rock. 

Throughout this inquiry the Author takes no notice of the evi- 
dent contradiétion between his conclufion, with refpeé to the con- 
fituent principles of this fubftance, and that of Mr. Scheele ; 
whofe very name is not once mentioned, or even hinted at, in this 
Performance ; and who has not only fhewn, by his analyfis, that 
the bafis of the {parry ffwor is a calcareous carth; but has like- 
wile regenerated this fpar, by combining the peculiar acid obtained’ 
from it with the calcareous earth in lime water *. 

B,.--y, Art. 
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Mu See Mr. Scheele’s Series of Experiments, &c. in the Swedifh 

emoirs for 17713 or in a tranflation cf them annexed to Far/- 

Rev, O&. 1775, Aa ber’s 


~~ 








346 Montuiy CataLocur, Medical. 


Art. 12. An Apology to the Public for commencing the Praétice , 
Phyfick ; particularly in gouty, rheumatic, and hyflerical Cafes, &e, 
By D. Smith, M.D, 8vo. 6 d. Carnan. 

More than once §, as well wifhers to humanity, have we prefled 
Mr. (now Dr.) Smith, as far as we decently could, to favour his 
numerous fellow fufferers in the gout, (according to the voluntary 
promife given by him in a former publication) with an account of 
the preparation of that invaluable medicine, by the ¢ xternal applica. 
tion of which he had, itfeems, repeatedly given himfelf inftant and 
never-failing relief in that excruciating diiorder.—!t now appears, 
however, that when he made this piomiie to the public, accompanied 
with a declaration that he would never practife phytic, he had 
moft unaccountably overlooked the interciis of self and family, 
Having been at length reminded of thefe home confiderations by his 
more prudent friends who, he tells us ‘ have waimly interpofed? on 
the occafion, he has taken the refolution to keep his medicine a 
fecret, and to ¢wrx dottor of phync;—-as we collect from the two 
fignificant capitals now affixed to his name. ‘Thole therefore who 
are fortunately jituated within the reach of the inventor and dif- 

enfer of this c/frum, (the aftonifhing powers of which are here 
afcertained by the recital of a cafe or two,) may now apply to, or 
be attended by, the doétor himfelf; who, being at the fame time 

‘truly defirous that every perfon afflicted with the gout may par- 

take of the inefimable benefit which he has in fo eminent a degree 

received,’ defcends from his new dignity fo far, as even to declare 
that he § wil not /cruple to fupply all thofe who live at a conf- 
derable diftance from him, with the medicines, and with the moft 
ample initructions for their ufe and application :’—at what price, 
we are not here informed. 

To deter the inquifitive race of chemifts, analyfers, guid pro quo 
apothecaries, and their patients, even from peeping into the empy- 
ric fanétuary, or from prying into its arcana; the door fairly gives 
all of them notice that, though his zovrum is perfectly innocent, 
* the leaft variation in its compofition may prove fatal ;’ and that 
he verily ‘ believes it impofiible tor the moit expert chemift ex- 
actly to analyfe it.’ 

But this is not all :—profoundly pondering on the nature of byfleri- 
cal diferders, this happy inveftigator has invented another fecret pana- 
ceawhich has never once failed to fubdue thefe rebellious complaints. 
The Author forgets bimfelf fo far as to divulge,—indeed only to 
true adepts,—the theory on which this difcovery is founded. 
Deeply meditating on the iubje&, ‘It was clear to me,’ fays he, 
‘that this ftubborn difeafe would readily yield to a medicine fo 
compounded, as to brace up the relaxed habit, correéi the vitiated 
crafis of the blood and juices, and at the fame time give a frronger 
vibration to the nerves.—The regularly graduaied and orthodox {ous 


— 


fier’s Method of affaying mineral Subftances, &c. SeGtion I, 10 and 14 
{)I. 21. and VI. 30. 
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of Cam and Jfs, were they to exert all their powers, could fcarce 
wut in more {cientific and recondite terms. The medical mem- 
bers of Our fraternity, have grown grey in the theory and prac- 
tice of phyfic; and yet we humbly confefs, not one of the grey- 
beards amongft us 1s acquainted with any device, whereby ‘ to 
ve a firong vibration to the nerves ;’ or even pretends to know 
whether a nerve is accuftomed to vibrate at all; or, granting that 
«does, whether it can be obliged, when it is not in the humour, 


to regulate its vibrations at the inftigation of any door in Chnift- 


endom. B 


Art. 13. 4 Critical Enquiry into the Ancient and Modern Manner 
of treating the Difeafes of the Urethra, with an improved Method 
of Cure, &ce By Jeffe Foot, of the Company of Surgeons in 
London, &c. 8vo. 18. 6d. Becket. 

After giving an hiftorical account of the different methods that 
have been propofed for the cure of the difeafes of the Urethra, 
by preceding writers; the Author haftens to the only rational 
method of removing obftructions in this part, by the introduétion 
of medicated bougies, firft brought into ufe by M. Daran. After 
criticifing fome parts of M. Daran’s dottrine and prattice, the Aus 
thor proceeds to recommend the fmall bougies made of catgut, 
propofed by M. de Daran, in the rcom of the ftiff bougies made of 
iinnen or taffety; as being excellently adapted, by their flexibi- 
lity and other qualities, to effect a gradual dilation of the canal of 
the urethra. By the ufe of thefe alone, (gradually increafing their 
fize) he affirms that a cure may be frequently effected : but if thefe 
fhould fail to remove the obitructions, their application may be 
followed by that of the ftiff bougte, compounded of the moft fim- 
ple materials; the introduction oi which will now be practicable 
and eafy, and to which, however, a requifite quantity of M.-Gou- 
lard’s extra@um faturni may be added with advantage. For other 
particulars, conducive to the cure, we muft refer to the pamphlet ; 
throughout which the Author controverts the common opinion, 
that the fuppuration brought on by bougies is neceffary to the cure 
of thefe obitructions ; and treats the prattice founded on that opinion 
asa‘ work done by the hand of feverity—where a more rational 
and humane method will fucceed.’ 

Art. 14. IntroauGicn to the Study of Pathclogy on a natural Plan: 
Containing an Effay on Fevers, &c. By James Rymer. 8vo. 
38. fewed. Donaldfon. 1775. 

When ignorance aflumes the chair of inftru&tion, and confidently 
apes the manners of learning, gravity itfelf muft {mile at the fpec- 
tacle— My. Rymer’s produttion is indeed fo generally equal, and 
its feveral parts are fo well fuited to cach other, and fo excellently 
calculated to become the fubject of ridicule, that any feleétion 
which we can poflibly make from it, will greatly detraét from the 
fntertainment our Readers might derive from a perufal of the 
whole: but as fome of them may not choofe to incur this ex- 
pence, we muft endeavour, in fome degree to gratify their curiofity. 

The work is divided into two parts, and the preface to the fecond 
of thefe begins as follows: ‘For empirics; for all thofe, whofe 
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fouls are unfited for refinement by philofophical aid; and, fo 
thofe who at&t by the rath impulfes of wild faacy, whofe ations 
conieguently are not conducted by the unerring rulés Of divine rea. 
fon, and found judgment, this work is not intended’ 

‘ | have given (continues he) particular attention to the prefent 
fate of medical knowledge, and as I find it faulty, in many par. 
ticulars, mean to make corrections. You may Jook upon me in the 
fame light as you would upon Votraire’s American; my mind is 
nota labyrinth of prejudice, and the knowledge I have acquired of 
the medical fcience, has taken place fince the arrival of my mind 
at no contemptible degree of resfonable maturity.’ * But let that be 
as it may (adds Mr. Rymer) my plan fhall be of a Particular and 
hence uncommon kind. All the fyttems on this fubject are too ela. 
borate ; but mine fhall be fhort. Many of them alfo are unintel. 
ligible, and as a body might fay, contain medical bulls.’ 

In defining difeafes, writers have ufually endeavoured, to afcer- 
tain their feveral charaéteriftic peculiarities fo as to diflinguihh 
each of them from every other; but Mr. Rymer, {corning all ex. 
ample, has fo contrived his definitions, that inftead of conveying 
accuraic ideas of the fubjects defined, they afrord uo idea whatever, 
In fupport of this obfervation we fhall feleci two out of many in- 
ftances, V1Z. 

‘ General definition of nervous fevers,—Nervous fevers are thofe 
difeafes wherein patients have the /ame and no other jymptoms than 
thofe attending a perfon who by a proper medical judge, is, faid to 
be affected with no cther phenomena than thofe which charaéterize a 
proper nervous fever only,’ 

‘General definition of putrid fevers.—Putrid fevers are thofe dif 
eafes wherein patients have the real fymptoms of a putrid fever 
only.’—-What thefe fymptoms are the Author in no initance even 
atiempts to afcertain. 

That order of fevers which afford ro abfolute fufpenfion or in- 
termiflion of the fymptoms between their commencemeat and their 
termination, has been called * Continuas’ in diiiin@ion from inter. 
mitments; and by men of common underilanding this name had 
been deemed fufficiently proper.—To the fagacious Mr. Rymer it 
has, however, appeared o:herwile : 

* A continual fever, fays he, is an affection of a finite being: a 
continual fever muft mean an eternal difeafe. buta finite being can- 
not have an eternal quality ; hence, there can be no fuch thing asa 
continual fever, However, not to be too fevere upon the dottrine 
of thofe fuppofed to be learned and acute, I fhall proceed to the ge- 
neral definition. 

‘ General definition of continual fevers.—Upon this fubje& it be- 
comes neceffary to deviate a little from the general doétrine, by ad- 
vancing fome alterations. I know it is looked upon as a hard tafk to 
attack, and criticife upon fubjects of this nature; notwithftanding, 
T attempt it [cannot fay what may be the attendant fuccefs ; but, 
as my intention is laudable, I proceed. 

_* With regard to the general name given to thefe difeafes, the 
hint I have advanced, may convince the medical men of genius, and 
a}! thole of the profeiiion, whofe moderate talents have been amended 
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4 the means of fcientific cuttivation, that the general name may 


, ) 
pot be proper. ‘ — oge.s 
This may ferve as a fpecimen of our Author’s critical abilities, 


shich are not unfrequently difplayed in this performance. As a proof 
ofMr. Rymer’s uncommon vanity, the ufual attendant of ignorance, 
ing paflage, viz. ‘I alfo conjecture that all thofe 
men whom philofophy hath polifhed, and whom Heaven hath bleffed 
ith pure and untainted minds, will embrace my doctrine, and ac- 
cept of my theory, with {cientifical gladnefs, as the means of en- 
lightening and elucidating fome obfcure particulars in that noble 
snd divine fcience, medicine.’ 
Unhappy Monthly Reviewers! the all-perfe&t Mr. Rymer will 
never allow us a place among ‘ thofe men whom philofophy hath 
sithed, and whom Heaven hath blefied with pure untainted 
minds ;’ becaufe we have not embraced his dodtrine, nor accepted 
his theory ‘ with fcientifical gladne/s,’ though we have indeed read 


bis production with unufual merriment. 2 
*e@ee e 


AMERICAN CONTROVERSY. 
Art.15. 4 calm Addrefs to our Ameruan Colonies. By Jobn 
Wefley, M.A. 12mo. 2d. Hawes. 1773. 

When we faw the venerable father of a religious fect Repping 
out of his apoftolic chair, to enter into the fields of political dii- 
putation, we naturally expected to find, that he had fome new 
obfervations to fuggeft, or fome healing meafures to propofe, wor- 
thy of the wifdom of age, and the fanctity of the clerical charac. 
ter. How far we have been difappointed in our expeCtations, 
our Readers may judge from the following fuminary of his argu- 
ments, 

If the fupreme power cannot tax the colonies, it can make no 
laws to bind them, nor inflict punishment in any criminal cafes. 
Itis not true that every freeman is governed by laws to which 
hehas aflented : the minority is always governed not only without, but 
againft their confent: it is the majority alone who are governed 
as they choofe. The anceftors of the colonifts, as Englif fub- 
jects, had ceded to the king and parliament the power of difpol- 
ing, without their confent, of their lives, liberties and properties ; 
and though they did not, by emigration, forfeit any of the privi- 
keges of Englithmen, they voluntarily refgned the right of voting 
for reprefentatives : their defcendents therefore cannot claim this 
nght, any more than thofe who have no votes in England could 
tect a feparate parliament of theirown. The Provinces can have 
00 privileves but fuch as are given them by charter; now the 
charter of Penfylvania has a claufe admitting taxation by the Bri- 
wh parliament in exprefs terms ; and the people of Mafiachufetts 
Were promifed exemption from taxes for feven years, which im- 
plied a right of demanding them afterwards.—The true caufe of 
the oppofition to the exercife of the clear right of taxation has 

*n, that a few determined enemies to menaichy, having refolved 
0 undermine the prefent government, and ettablifh a common- 
Wealth on its ruins, have fomented divifions at home and abroad, 
aud made many well meaning perfons their dupes.—The people da 
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not give the fovereign power. The grant to Maffeniello, in Naples, 
is the only inftance of this kind in all hifory. 

In writing this Addrefs, Mr. W. hath revived fome of the ay. 
guments urged by Dr, Johsfon, in his celebrated pamphlet op 
Taxation; and which were fufacieutly noticed in our Review for 


March latt. 


Art. 16. 4 Letter to the Rev. Mr. Fchn Wefley, occafioned by bis. 


‘© Calm Addrefs to the American Colonies.” 1zmo. 2d& Diily, 


The fubfance of this reply is as follows: Every man who is taxed. 


without his own confent is a flave. [iontefquieu and Locke af. 
fert this. To grant our own property is an effential part of Bri- 
tifh liberty. ‘Te commons alone, properly {peaking, tax the peo- 
ple; all money-bills originating with them, and paffling without 
alteration by the other branches of legiflature. Lord Camden and 
Lord Chatham affert taxation to be infeparable from reprefenta. 
tion. It is ordained by feveral ftatutes that the king fhall have 
no aid without confent of parliament. When the parliament taxed 
the Palatinate of Chefter, they refuied to comply, pleading that 
they had a parliament of their own; their plea was allowed, and 
they taxed themfelves. ‘Lhofe who have no vote in the election of 
reprefentatives, being generally able to procure one, by declining 
to do this, tacitly ailent to the choice which 1s made. The de- 
termination of the majority, is by implicit confent that of the whole 
body. In any great revolution, the generality, by not oppofing 
thofe who are aciive in bringing it about give a tacit confent to 
it; without which no power could be preferved. All power then 
is from the people. The Enclith people have never refigned their 
power of difponng of their own money.—The Americans are in 
a iituation entirely ditierent from that of their brethren in England 
who have no votes, becaufe it is not in their power to acquire the 
richt of voting. It cannot be fuppoied that when the American 
colonifts left their country they meant to give up their right of 
cifpoling of their own property: this right has been acknow- 
ledged ‘by the eiiablifiment of affemblies, in which they have ac- 
tually enjoyedit. They are in the fume fituation with the people 
of Ireland, and, like them, have been taxed by their own repre- 
fentatives trom their firlt fettlement. The temporary exemption 
from taxes in Mafiachufets Bay refers to the guét rents for lands, 
The claufe with refpect to Penfylvania regards not internal tax- 
ation but duties for the regulation of trade. If the Britifh par- 
Jiament aiways poliefied the right of taxing America, why have they 
fuffered thei to tux themfelves in their affemblies for perhaps 150 
years? 

Afier thefe replies, nothing material occurs in this Letter ex 
cept a ceniure of Mr. Wefley’s inconfiftency, in writing fuch an 
Addrefs, after having, in the year 1770, declared that he doubted 
whether the meafares purfued refpeGiing America could be defended 
on any p.inciples of law, equity, or pradence. But the confiftency 
or ileadiuefs of Mr.Wefley’s opinion, do not concern the prefent que- 


ition, and refpecting this we have already fuflicient!y expreffed, out 
fentiments. 6 
: - Art. 
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Art. 17. Arguments in Support of the Supremacy of the Britifh Legr/- 
lature and their Right to tax the Americans. Addreffed to the Citi- 
zens of London. By aLiveryman. $8vo. 15. Wilkie, 1775. 
Thefe arguments, excepting a very few, advanced by Mr. Mau- 

duit, are all extraéted from a pamphlet publithed near feven years 

jo under the title of a Review of the Controverfy between Great 

Britain and ber Colonies; which pamphlet has been more than once 

ftisfactorily anfwered and refuted. Buc of this our Compiler was 

doubtlefs as ill informed as he appears to be of other facts refpect- 
ing ‘ America,’ which he ferioufly telis us, in his 2-th page, ‘ was 
gifcovered the latter end of the 15th century by Scbafian Cabot,’— 

Poor Columbus ! how art thou defpoiled of thy juit fame? 

Art. 18. The Proceedings of the Houfe of Burgeffes of Virginia. 4to. 
is. 6d. Williamfburgh printed, and fold by Longman in Lon- 
don, 1775- , 

Details the proceedings of the affembly convened in June laft, 
with refpect to their contefis with the governor, Lord Dunmore; 
and publifhed by order of the honfe: ‘that the moft material 
tranfattions fhould be feen in one connected and diftin& point 
of view.’? His lordfhip’s letters, meflages, &c. as well as the ad- 
drefles and refolutions of the aflembly, are printed at length, from 
the original papers in the office, &c, 

Art. 19. Americans againf? Liberty: or an Effay on the Nature 
and Principles of True Freedom, fhewing that the Defigns and 
Condu& cf the Americans tend only to ‘Tyranny and Slavery. 
§vo. 1s. Gd. Mathews. 1775. 

Well argued, But argument is not, at prefent, likely to avail either 
party. I: is no longer a war of tongues or of peas. Well fought, 
is, now, the point. This Author, however, is an able advocate for 
the Britith claims. 

NaTUuRAL PuitosopuHuy, BoTANyY, &e. 

Art.20. A Difcourfe on the Tarpedo, delivered at the Anniver- 
fary Meeting of the Royal Society, &c. By Sir John Pringle, 
Bart. Prefident. gto. as. Gd, Nourile,, 1775. 

We have atready treated fo largely of Mr. Walfh’s cue 
nous experiments on the ‘Torpedo +, that we fhall only ob- 
ferve, on that particular head, that fome of the moft remark- 
able of them are related in this difcourfe; which was addreffed 
tothe Royal Society, by the piefident, on his delivering to Mr. 
Walth the annual prize-medal founded on the benefaétion of Sir 
Godfrey Copley. . 

Previous to the account of Mr. Walth’s experiments, the Author has 
drawn up an accurate and entertaining hittorical abitraét of what 
had been done in this branch of natural hiftory, by ancient and mo- 
dern naturalifts or philofophers, antecedent to Mr. Walth’s In- 
quiries. It is remarkable, he obferves, that of all the ancients, 
Pliny and 8lian, thofe two profefled writers of natural hiitory, 
have left us the lameft and moit fabulous accounts of the Torpedo. 


Before the time of Galen, this fifth was applied alive to different 
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Tt See M. Rev, vol. 51, Sept. 1774. page 219. 
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parts of the body, for the removal of local pains. Galen, always 
theoriling, readily affigned .a caufe for its fuppofed falutary ef. 
fefts, drawn from his fyftem of the four primary qualities, hot 
and cold, &e. Cold benuings the members of a living body; fo 
does the TV« rpedo : ergo the ‘Torpedo ais by 4 Sfrigorific guality, 
For the fpace of above a thoufand years this itrange conceit reign- 
ed in the medical {chools, and was fo iar improved upon by the 
fucceffors of this medical chief; that, as a living Torpedo could 
not always be procured, whenever a refrigerating medicine was in- 
dicated, the defect was thought by thefe fages to be excellently 
upplied, by preparing and applying the oil procured from the dead 
animal. 

In fpeaking of the moderns, the Author particularly dwells 
upon, and candidly apologifes for, the delufion into which that 
excelJent naturalitt, M. de Reaumur, fell, and into which he led 
the greateft part of the philofophical world, by attributing the 
phenomena of the Torpedo to a mechanical caufe, or to the fudden 
and violent aclion of certain mufcles. He next commemorates thofe 
who invelligated this fubject, after the important but accidental 
difcovery of the Leyden vial ; when fufpicions firft began to be en- 
teriained that the fhocks given by the electric Auid, ina fate of 
condenfation, and thofe produced by the Torpedo, the gymnotus, 
and probably other fifhes, were the effects of one and the fame 
agent differently modified. On this occafion he particularifes the 
cbfervations of Mr. ’sGraveftnde, Mr. Vander Lott, and lait- 
ly thofe of Dr. Bancroft; whofe remarks on this fubject, (in his 
natural hillory of Guiana) we acknowledge, firft made us converts 
from the plaufible fy%em of Reaumur §, to that now fo firmly efta- 


blished by the accurate and well imagined experiments of Mr. Walh. B,, 


Art. 21. A generic and fpecifie Defcripticn of Britifh Plants, 
tranflated from the Genera et Species Plantarum of the celebrated 
Linnzus. To which is prefixed an etymological Dictionary, ex- 
plaining the Claffes, Orders, and principal Genera. And a Glol- 
fary is added to explain the technical Terms. With Notes and 
Gbiervations. By James Jenkinfon. &vo. 5s. 3c. Boards. 
Kendal, printed. London, fold by Caflon, &c. 1775. 

In our apprehenfion, this Author has ufed great diligence and 
care In preparing the prefent work; the lovers of Botany, or thofe 
who chufe to make fome attainments in that {cience will, therefore, 
no doubt, find ic very ufeful. He offers it to the Public with a be- 
coming diilidence, being confcious of the many difficulties attending 
a work of this nature, and fearful whether his words are adequate to 
convey the origina! fenfe in full perfeétion. 

As the Original abounds with technical Terms, of 2 fingular na- 
ture, he has been obliged to ufe words, * perhaps, he fays, not to be 
found in any Englith didtionary extant.? The Gloflary is therefore 


added to elucidate what may appear too obfcure to the mere Englith 


Reader, In the Introduétion he has reduced a few plants to their 





__9 See M. Rev. vol. 37, December 1757, page 453 ; and vol. 40 
Mlarch 1769, page 2c6, | 
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rders, and gencra, in order to introduce the young ftudent 
method of clafling plants according to the Linnzan iyflem. HN . m 
ATHEMATICsS, &c. 
Art. 22» The Uje of the Hydroflatic Balance made eafis and ap- 
lied particularly to the Purpofe of detecting counterfeit Gold Coin. 

With feveral 7ab/es and Calculaticns relative to the Weight ot 

Gold. By J.B. Becket. 8vo. 18. Robinfon, — ' 

The moft certain method of diftinguithing counterfeit from fterling 
coin, and of detecting both the quality and quantity of the alloy, is 
that which is here propofed and explained: if a guinea of the pre- 
fat reign weighs in air 129 grains, and lofes 7+ grains of this weight 
in water, we may fafely conclude, that it is flerling gold; the {pecitic 
gravity of fuch gold being 17,78: but if a guinea, fufpecied to 
be bad, has the fame weight in air, and, being of greater bulk, lofes 
ri grains Of its weight in water, then its {pecific gravity (found by 
dviding its weight in the air by its lofs in the water) will appear to be 
16,04; and the guinea counterfeit. As the chief danger in the cir- 
culation of money, fince the late regulations, arifes from counterfert 
coin, we with, that the hydroftatic balance was generally ufed. This 
{mall treatife furnifhes all the neceffary inftrutions for this purpote ; 
and they have the advantage of being intelligible to every common 
Arithmetician. BR. ‘$s. 
Art. 23. Confiderations on the Means of preventing fraudulent 

Pradices on the Gold Coin. Written at Geneva in 1773, by Lord 

Vifcount Mahon, F.R,S. 4to. Shropthire. , 1775. 

‘ There are only two ways ({ays the noble author) of defrauding 
the Public, in refpect tothe coin. Firtt, By making new coin of lefs 
value than the ftandard ; or, Secondly, By diminifhing the weight of 
, the current coin.’ ‘fo prevent the frauds arifing from fale coinage, he 
recommends a particular attention in forming all thofe parts of the 
coin which are the leaft expofed to wear, and which arethe mott ob- 
vious to infpection: by caution and fcrupulous exaétnefs in this 
refpect, 1t would become extremely difficult to procure an accurate 
relemblance ; none but the beft workmen would be able to fucceed in 
attempting it; and the danger, together with the fmall profit attend- 
ing this bufinefs, would deter fuch from employing their talents in 
this way. Rewards fhould likewife be offered to encourage informa- 
lions apainit falfe coiners, and the moft exemplary punifhments fhould 
beinfli&ted on the offenders, ‘The /econd fraud may be committed by 
dipping, by nailing, by rubbing, or by fweating the coin. - His 

orcfhip proposes hints for regulating the coinage, by an attention 
to which this bufinefs would be rendered yery difficult and very liable 
todeteCtion ; not to add, thatthe profits arifing from it would not be 
Worth feeking. ‘The coin (he cbferves) fhould have but very little 
rtlief, and this precaution would fecure it againit being filed or 
rubbed, The letters of the infcription fhoald be very near the edge 
of the coin ; or there fhould be a flat circle in re/ief, round the out- 
fide of the letters, and very near the edge of the coin, which fhould 
ms nearly through its whole breadth, and this would pre- 
: _ eing diminifhed either by clipping or milling : and in order 
, -_ ‘it againit the injury of fweating, he propofes a number of 
ne trokes in low relief on the field of the coin, and fome very fins 
hollows 
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hollows of finali depth in the re/efitfelf; the date of the year thould 
be ftampt in and funk under the fe/d of the coin, and the coin thould 


be made thicker and of a lefs fize. The Advantages arifing “ 


this method of coinage, are farther ftated and explained. 

Art. 24. An Explanation and Proof of ** The complete Syftem 
of Aftronomical Chronology, unfolding the Scriptures.* 7, 
whith the Truth and Reality of the Original Luni-Solar Radix is 
clearly and fully afcertained ; firft, by Calculations & Priori; thep 
confirmed, to the minuteft Exa&nefs, by Caleu ations a Poferisri, 
through an extenfrve Interval of 5800 Years. In a Series of Letters 
addrefled to Mr. James Fergufon, Author of a Treatife of Aftrce 
nomy upon Sir Ifaac Newton’s Principles of Philofophy. By the 
Rev. John Kennedy, Rettor of Bradley in Derbyfhire, ‘ gyo, 
1s, 6d. Davis. 

Art. 25. Two Letters to the Rev. Mr. Fohn Kennedy; containing 
an Account of many Mi/akes in the Aftronomical Part of his Scrip. 
ture Chronelogy: and his abufive ‘Treatment of Aftronomical Authors, 
By James Fergufon, F.R.S. 8vo. 6d. Cadell. 1775. 

In the year 1753, Mr. F. publifhed fome remarks on the aftrono. 
mical Part of Mr. K.’s ‘‘ Complete Syftem of Chronology :” thefe 
were fubmitted to the Author’s perufal before they were printed, and 
the Reviewer very candidly fubjoined his name to them, when they 
were actually publifhed. ‘They were fo unfavourable to the credit of 
Mr. K., asa calculator, that he took the firft opportunity of com. 
mencing a correfpondence with Mr. F., which has been fince carried 
on with avery unjaitifiable degree of heat and afperity. ‘The original 
queftion in debate is perplexed and confounded by perfonal reflec- 
tions, and by unkind but unfuccefsful attempts to depreciate the 
abilities and fidelity of our ‘‘ popular Aftronomer :” nor indeed 
have other names, however, juftly celebrated, efcaped the lath of 
Mr. K.’s pen. ‘ I know you (fays he, {peaking of Mr. F.) to be ex- 
tremely deficient in the very firlt principles of practical aftronomy: 
you fufpect it not, becaufe you have not yet been thoroughly fearched 
into: and the reafon why this is not generally known, and generally 
regarded, is, becaufe but very few, perhaps not above one in 100,000, 
earneitly concern themfelves about aitronomy.’ 

As to the famous Luni-Solar Radix, or the true pofition of the fun 
and moon, with refpect to each other at the very inftant of their crea- 
tion, by which the age of the world is to be accurately determined, 
this, our author informs us, isa mere * {criptural datum,’ and ‘ could 
never have been afcertained by the acuteft penetration of the human 
mind ; on fagaciffima ing:nii Newtoniani vi.’ But he has not told us 
where this inicrutable fecret is difclofed, nor does he feem to poffefs 
the true key for difcovering it. Mr. F. has clearly convicted both 
his principles and calculations of unpardonable errors in a variety of, 
inftances: we are therefore forry to find, that he has yet publithed 
only the firft part of his defence, and that ‘ more is to followin 4is 
intentions.’ 

Should Mr. K. refume this involved and intricate inquiry, to which 
no difciple of Hutchinfon feems equal, we hope that he will dif- 
cover a greater portion of the true {pirit of philofophy, and make 
fome apology for the very illiberal reflections which he has caf - 
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bis antagonift :——on his integrity, as well as on his judgment, we 
could not read the following paragraph, as Mr. F. has quoted it, 
ihout concern and indignation; ** Hiftorical evidence has no more 
wright avith me, uor makes any more impreffion upon my mind, than the 
nyries of & fick man’s dream ; though heaven mcy have given a Sante 
von toits truth” Let our readers perufe the modeit aitronomer’s de~ 
once: “ Difingenuous Sir! although you and I always differed wide- 
\y in our fentiments with refpet to altronomy, I had a good opinion 
of your heart till now ; and believed you to be a well-meaning man, 
sfearcher for divine truth, and a fincere Chriitian.—What you have 
here faid would wound my very foul, if it were true.—But, as heaven 
knowsit to be falfe, and you dare not lay your hand upon your heart, 
and fay, Before God it is true ; {eeing you never had the leaft ground 
frit, either from my aciions, my writings, or my converfation, I 
now look upon you to be below my further notice. Neverthelefs, I 


éncerely with you a better mind ; and do bid you heartily —9 
°¢S. 


rent? t¢ a te 

Art. 26. Sceleé? Differtations on Colonies and Plantations. By 
thofe celebrated Authors, Sir Jofiah Child, Charles Davenant, 
LL. D. and Mr. William Wood, wherein the Nature of Planta- 
tions, and their Confequences to Great Britain, are ferioufly con- 
fidered ; and a Plan propofed which may fetrle the unhappy Differ- 
ences between Great Britain and America, 8yo. 1s. 6d. Hay. 
177% 

The well known names of the Authors, is a fufficient recommenda- 
tion of the tracts here reprinted. 

Art, 27. Confiderations on the Poor Laws, on the prefent State 
of the Poor, and on Houfes of Induitry. With fome occafional 
Remarks on a Pamphiet lately publithed on thefe Subje&ts. By the 
Rev. RR. Potter. Svo. 1s Lewis, in Reffel-Street. 1775. 

This publication is occafioned by the bill for eftablifhing an Hou 
of Induftry for the Hundreds of Mitford and Launditch, in the county 
of Norfolk, The Auchor differs greatly in his opinion of thefe in- 
fitutions from Mr. otter, and offers many ferious arguments in be- 
half of the prefent fyflem of our laws for the regulation of the poor ; 
which, he thinks, is greatly to be preferred to the new eftablifhments 
recommended by Gentlemen on the other fide of the queftion. He 
appears to be well acquainted with the fubje&t, and his reafoning 
merits the confideration of the public. For our account of Mr. - 
Potter’s traét, fee Rev. laft vol. P- 3156 . 

N.B. The Confiderer’s pamphlet is foill printed, that it may lead 
fome readers to doubt whether the Author him({cJf is not rather de- 
ficient in Literature, Principle is every where put for Principal; 
with other faults of the like ill-looking fort. 

Art, 28. A Letter to ‘fohn Sawbridge, E/q; on Popular Oppo- 

ition toGovernment. By Tribunus. 4to. 1s. 6d. Wheble. 1775. 
A flaming declamation againft Tyranny and Slavery ; accompanied 

with frong intimations, relative to a timely exerticn of thofe ‘ inherent, 

indifpenfible, controuling powers,’ which are faid to * reft in the 
people ;’ amd for the exiftence of which, the Author quotes the ac- 

‘00wledoment of Judge Blackftone: with his declaration that “no 
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time, circumfances, or condition can vacate or deftroy 1t."—The 

prefenttimes produce many of thefe Patriotic effufions ; but whether 

as the friends of Government contend, it is ‘* much Cry and lit}, 

ool,” remains for future difcovery. 

PoETICAL. 

Art.29. The Nativity of Chrifi; a facred Paftoral ; alfo Though;; 

ox Life and Death, aPoem. ByJ.M. 4to. ,1s. Nicoll, 

From the paforal ; 

Oxen and affes his attendants are, 
Whom angels honour, and as God revere. 

From the Thoughts on Life and Death ; 

To all my friends a long farewell, 
Yet hope to meet again ; 

And fing his praife, who freed our fouls 
From forrow, fin, and pain. 

The Author wrote this in his 78th year. Pueris fenibufque expor- 
recla VENnia. 

Art. 30. Orazione e varii Poctict Compiniment, @&c. An Ora- 
tion, with feveral poetical pieces in praife of poetry, compofed 
and MOST HUMBLY DEDICATED TO THE INCOMPARABi.E MERIT 
OF THE MOST ILLUsTRIOUS Lapy Mifs James. By Domenico 
Aurelio Vitellini, Profeffor of the Italian Language. 8vo. 82 
Pages. Grant. 1775. 

An inflated oration, with fone indifferent poetry, addreffed by an 
Italian teacher to an Englith young lady ; who, it is to be hoped, 
will entertain a proper idea of the adulation of profeffors of this kind. [, , 
Art. 31. The Beauties of Homer, felected from the Iliad. By 

William Holwell, B.D. F.A.S. Chaplain in Ordinary to the 

King. 8vo. 4s. bound. Rivington. 1775. 

This is a very judicious collection of fome of the fineft paffages 
in Homer, arranged in fuch a manner as to renew the Reader’s idea 
of the bufinefs as well as of the beauties of the poem. The Latin 
text is prudently omitted: for, this book ought only to belong to 
thofe who have read Homer entire, L, 
Art. 32. The Yankies War-hoop; or, Lord North’s Te Deum 

for the victorious Defeat at Bolton, June 17, 1775. Written by 

an American. gto, 1s. Bladon. 

Banters the Gazette account of the battle, and extols the Ameri- 
cans, in wretched rhymes ; concluding with the following couplet,— 
which is worth all the reft of the poem : 

“¢ And therefore I think we’d beft kifs and be friends, 
For Vice muft be beat that with Virtue contends.” 
Art. 33. Britannia; a Poem in Two Parts, By an Eton 
Scholar. 4to. de Harris. 

This poem is, agreeably to the title-page, a puerile performance. , 
Art. 34. Religion; a poetical Effay. By William Gibfon, 

M. A. of Pembroke Hall, Cambridge. 4to. 2s, Wilkie. 

There are fome things too high for criticifm, and fome too low: 
Mr. Gibfon’s poem is in both thofe predicaments. * 
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Art. 35 The Adventures of Telemachus. Written originally in 
French by the celebrated M. Fenelon, Archbithop of Cambray, 
attempted in Englifh Blank Verfe. 'To which is prefixed, an Kf- 
fay on the Origin and Merits of Rhyme. By the Rev. fohn 
Youde, M. A. late Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge. 
Svo, 2s 6d. Dodfley. 1775. 

Tis time, Telemachus, that you fhould reft 
From your fatigue, and change vour wet apparel. 
Saith Calipfo. 
With our hands bound behind us we were brought 
Into the town 

Quoth Telemachus; and of this eafy kind of verfe, fhall we call ie? 

here are the two firft books, by way of fpecimen. 





L 
Art. 36. The Praifes of Poetry; a Poem. By Capel Loft. ° 


12mo. 28. Owen. 1776. 

There is a fpirit of pcetry, fome agreeable imagery and good 
lines in this poem ; but there is alfo a want of judgment, a confufion 
and obfcurity, that greatly leffen its merit; and Pafcal Paoli and 
James Bofwell, Efq; figure but poorly in the fame field with Alexan- 
der and Homer. 


Art. 37. Codron and Cara, a Ballad. By the Author of The ' 


Paforal Ballad*. 4to. 1s. 6d. Longman. 

In this poetical vagary, the Author, poflibly, had it in his in- 
tention to burlefque fome of the bett ftanzas in our belt poems; and, 
if we miftake not, the ingenious Author of Armine and Elvira has 
been in his eye, through the three laft pages. It is certain that the 
moft excellent performances are liable to this kind of funny staking 
of, but the original fuffers not from the caricatura. Armine and 
Elvira will be admired as long as the Englifh language lalls. The 


ftory of the prefent poem is loft in obfcurity. L,. 


IsSCcCELLANEO WU S&S. 

Art. 38. Plan and Reports of the Soctety inftituted at London, in 
the Year 1774, for the Recovery of Perjons apparently drowned, Sv0. 
1775. 

We have already given accounts of the nature of the inftitutions 
which have been formed on the Continent, for the recovery of the 
drowned ; and of the fuccefs which has attended their humane en- 
deavours, The prefent pamphlet contains an hiftory of the efta- 
blithment, and regulations of the fociety formed laft year in Lon- 
don, for the fame laudable purpofes ; together with feveral cafes of 
drowned perfons who have been reflored to life, in confequence of 
this eftablifhment; from which it appears that they have been in- 
frumental in faving the lives of nearly one in three, who would 
Otherwife have been configned to the grave. 

In one of the cafes here recited, the recovery of a woman js related, 
who hanged herfelf in a fit of phrenzy, and who appears to have 
been fufpended at leaft 25 minutes. We mention likewife the very 
fingular cafe of a young child, who fell out of a one pair of ftairs win- 


_ 
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_ For an account of this very humourous performance, fee Re- 
View, vol, Le p- 434, 
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dow upon the ftone pavement, and was taken up to all appearance 
dead. The child having been given up as irrecoverable, Mr. Squire 
was induced totry the effects of electricity. Repeated fhocks through 
various parts of the body produced no effect; but on tranfmitting a 
few fhocks through the cheit, a {mail pulfation was perceptible, 
and a perfect recovery was effected 

One obfervation made by the Editor, and which has formerly been 
given by us, cannot be too frequenily inculcated, or too extentively 
circulated. Although there fhould not appear the leatt fy mptoms 
of returning life, the means of recovery ought to be perfevered jn 
with fpirit, for sqwo hours, or more. tis highly probable that many 
lives have been facrificed in confequence of the vulgar opinion, that 
a perfon will recover in a few minutes, or not at all; and of the ri. 
dicule thrown by the ignorant byeftanders, on thofe who are willing 
to perfevere, by treating them as perfons abfurdly employed in at. 
tempting impoflibilities. 


Art. 39. The Works of his Grace George Villiers, Duke of Buckie” A 


bam; containing his Plays and Mifcellanies in Profe and Verfe, 

with explanatory Notes and Memoirs of the Author. i2mo, 

z Vols. 6s. fewed. Evans. 1775. 

Never were any Author’s works fo ill edited. Never were me. 
moirs more execrably written*. Never were notes in the Englith 
Janguage fo deftitute of Englifh +. This is really a fhameful and 
difgraceful publication. An honeft induftrious grub that got his 
bread by putting words together, if he had been any time at the be- 
finefs, could never have done this: nor yet a bookfeller, who had 
been accuftomed to examine and look at words when they «were put 
together; nor yet the printer himfelf: it is certainly the work of 
the devil ; for in bad works is his delight ! 


Art. 40. The Elements of German Grammar, by the Rev. Mr. 


Wendeborn, Minifter of the German Chapel, on Ludgate-Hill. 

Dedicated, by Permiffion, to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 

Wales. 3s. Heydinger. 

* The Germans nave lately made great improvements, both in 
their language and their manner cf writing. tf we compare a Ger- 
man writer of the beginning of this century, with others who have 





* Take a fpecimen—‘ The King was highly incenfed againft the 
Duke for his condu& in parliament this feflion; and being informed 
the Duke was plotting againft the government, he ordered him by 
proclamation to furrender himfelf. The Duke foon found means to 
make his peace with the King, and was reftored to favour. The 
Duke afcribed his difgrace, &c.’? In this curious compofition the 
Duke occurs four times in feven lines. 

+ Itis not eafy to fay whether the following note on a paflage in 
the Rehearfal is more curious for its ftyle or its importance. “ Mr. 
Abraham Ivory had formerly been a confiderable aGor of omens parts; 
but afterwards ttupitied himfelf fo far with drinking /rong waters, 
that before the firit acting of this farce, he was fit for nothing but 
to go ef errands; for which, and meer charity, the company allowed 
him a weekly falary.’ Is not this good language now, as Bayes fays* 

written 
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ithin thefe thirty years, we fhould hardly be able to per- 


atten W ; ; 
se ourfelves that they lived inthe fame age. The beit ancient 


and modern authors have ferved as models for the prefent mode of 


and the language has been fo greatly refined and polifhed, 


writing 5 ll probably foon claim the attention of every man of 


that it W1 
learning. ; ' 
‘ The French, who, in general, are thought to be rather partial 
«their own produttions, have lately begun to ftudy the German 
language, and to think favourably of German literature; againft 
which they formerly entertained great prejudices, Among the Eng- 
ih the German has been hitherto very little known; but there 1s 
eafon to expect, that within a few years, even in this country, fo 
fmous for the improvement and patronage of the arts and {ciences, 
the language and the literature of the Germans will no more be 
looked upon with indifference. Some tranflations made here lately, 
have already paved the way for this. But it were to be wifhed that 
they had done as much juftice to the originals, and had been exe- 
cuted with the fame degree of accuracy and elegance, as that of 
Agathon, lately publifhed. ‘The ingenious tranflator of this book 
js indeed intitied as much to the thanks of his reagers in general, 
asto thofe of the Germans in particular, for the learned preface 
prefixed to it; in which the Englifh are made acquainted with 
the prefent ftate of German literature, and the feveral merits of their 
writers, which are pointed out with judgment and impartiality.’ 
The Author, in the preface, hath introduced his Grammar with 
thefe obfervations ; which fhew that the German tongue is now be- 
come more worthy of general attention than it was in former times. 
The language has its difficulties; and voluminous grammars have 
allo contributed to deter people from learning it. But Mr. Winde- 
born flatters himfelf, that the fheets here offered, will convince any 
one that it is not fo intricate and perplexed, as it appears to be, by 
the reprefentations of many grammarians. He has endeavoured to 
avoid the faults of the Englifh German grammars heretofore pub- 
lthed, by abridging the etymological part, and rendering the fyn- 
tax more perfect. He has carefully perufed the two principal Ger- 
man grammarians, Gottfched and Aichinger, and felected from them 


whatever was fit for his purpofe. K, 


With reeard to the Grammar itfelf, we thall only fay, that the 
known abilities of the Author leave no room to doubt: of its having 
been executed in the beft manner. ; 
Art. +h Valking Amufements for chearful Chriftians. To which 

are added, various Pieces, in Profe and Verfe: With a Map of the 

Roads that lead to Happinefs and Mifery. By the Author of So- 

litary Walks*, &c. it2mo. 28. fewed. Buckland, &c. 17756 

Spiritualizes the tradefmen’s fhops, and occupations ; and out Fla- 
vels Flavel himfelf: thus—* when you pafs by a bookfeller’s fhop,’ you 
arenot to recollect whether you want to buy an Homer, a Milton, or a 

onthly Review: no—‘ Let it teach you to look within yourself, and 
fee whether your mind, which is a book God has committed to your 
‘are, 1s clear and unfullied, the fubjeét it treats on fpiritual and di- 


Oe 





* See Rev, July, 1774, p. 78. . “4 
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-vine, the impreffion legible and fair, and its contents worthy the pe. 
rufal of its glorious Author,’ and fo—of all the other trades.—T}j, 
is a fpecies of wit which ranks with anagrams, acroftics, and 
wznigmas. 

Art. 42. MWarmor Norfolcienfe ; or, an Effay on an ancient Pros 
phetical Infcription in Monkifh Rhyme lately difcovered nea, 
Lynn in Norfolk. By Probus Britannicus. Printed and publithed 
in the Year 1739. Anew Edition, with Notes, and a Dedication 
to Samuel Johnion, LL.D. By Tribunus. &vo. 15, 64 
Williams, 1775. 

‘I'his is a bloody Jacobitica! pamphlet, on the moft avowed anti. 
revolutional principles, prophefying the evils impending on this na- 
tion in confequence of the acceflion of the prefent R. F. and faid 
(xem. con,) to have been written by the zow notorious Gentleman, to 
whom this new edition is addreffed. Itis, indeed, a little unforty. 
nate for him, if he zs the Author, that it fhould be dragged out of 
its lurking-hole at the prefent time; that is, 1f he may be fuppofed 
to feel it; for, as be would fay, the man who has arrived to fich a 
degrie of moral turpitude, as to militate againft the bft interefts of man. 
hind, muft be indurated to convittion, and ob:unded to remorfe. The 
fubilance of the pamphlet has been retailed in alimoft every news. 


p2per. L. 


Art. 43 4 Voyage to the I/land of Mauritius, or Ife cf France, 
the Ifle of Reurbon, the Cape of Gcod Hope, Sc. with Obfervations 
and Kefleéiions upon Nature and Mankind. By a French Officer, 
Tranflated from the French by John Parifh, 8vo. 5s, bound, 
Griffin, 1775. 

We gave fo ample an account of the original in our Appendix 
to vol. 4g, that we need not dwell longer on the contents of this 
work, which, we find, the Tranflator has, in fome places, abbre- 
viated. The conchiology he has wholly omitted, for want of know- 
ledge of the terms. He ought to have left the attempt to fome abler 
hand. 

Art. 44. A Collection of Voyages, chiefly in the Southern Atlantic 
Ocean. Publifhed from original MSS. By Alexander Dalrymple. 
ato. ¢s. in Sheets. Nourfe. 1775. 

Mr. Dalrymple has not yet given up a// thoughts of a Southern Cone 
tinent, uniets the return * of Capt. Cook, from his laft voyage, hath 
completed that conviction, which we imagine, muit have been be- 
gun by his perufal of the collection publifhed by the late Dr. Hawke- 
iworth; notwithfanding his refentment of fome things which the 
Door (perhaps inconfiderately) let fall, againft our Author. 

The prefent colleGion confifls of 

I, An extract from the geographical defcription of Terra Magella- 
nica, by Capt. Scixas y Lovera; who gives an abftract of the voy- 
age ¢ of one La Roche, in 1675, and who declares that he difcovered, 


———£,£, 





* Since the preface to this collection, dated in April laft, was 
Written. . 
+ La Roche’s narrative is faid to have been originally printed 0 
London, in 1678, 
im 
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nage Se “a wery large pleafant ifland, with a good port toward the 

rafern part, in which they found wood, water, and fifth; but faw 

50 inhabitants, taough they ftaid there fix days. 

J. Two voyages by Dr. Edmund Halley, performed anno 1693— 
oo, with a view to nautical improvements, but particularly to 
sicertain the variation of the needle: Mr. Dalryatple was favoured 
with thefe MSS. by the board of Longitude. They are printed <er- 
latim, and contain nothing but winds, latitudes, variations, am- 
plitudes, &c. &C. 

Il. Extrait da Voyage fait aux Terres Auftrales, les années 17338— 
17399 par M. Des Loziers Bouver, commandant la Jrigate PA'gle, 
acompannie de la frégate la Marie, This was copied, and commu- 
nicated to Mr. D. by 2. D’ Apres, from the archives of the French 
Fatt India Company. 

IV. The fame Gentleman obliged our Author with aMS. ‘* Four- 
ral de Navigation pour un voyage de la Mer du Sud, fait par le S. Dv- 
coz Guyor de St. Malo, dans le Vaifiau Efpagnol le Leon.” 1753— 
17566 
'Y. The Lords of the Admiralty alfo favoured Mr. D, with a Jour- 
nal of the winds and weather, and the degrees ot heat and cold by 
the thermometer, kept at Falkland’s Ifland from Feb. 1, 1766 to Jaa. 
19,1767, by Capt. Macbride. ‘This article finifhes the volume. 

Mr. D. has likewife inferted his propofal for a voyage on difco- 
wry, at his own expence, in the South Seas; together with his plan 
for eftablifhing and governing a fettlement in the country which 
hould be difcovered, and which a friend of his flyled ** a wery gos 
model for the worf? of all governments—a runt RepusBiican.” But 
asno part of this fcheme could be carried into execution without 
the concurrence of adminiftration, which he was unable to obtain, 
the defign dropped in courfe. Mr. D. however, deferves praife for 
the regard which he has fhewn to L:serry, civil and religious, in 
his plan of government abovementioned, 

Art. 45. 4 brief Account of a new Invention, for which has been 
obtained his Majefty’s Royal Letters Patent. It contiiis of a pecu- 
liar Method of contiructing and fetting Boilers of any Dimenfions, 
in Fire-Engines, Salt-Works, Brewhoufes, Diftilieries, Sugar- 
houfes, and Sugar-Works ; and alfo in Allum, Copperas, Roman 
Vitriol, and Saltpetre Works, in fuch a well contrived Method, 
that more than the half part of Coals and Fuel is faved, and yet 
obtained a quicker and larger Difpatch of Bufine/S in every re- 
fet. Publithed by the Patentee Chriftopher Chryfel. 8vo, 3d. 
Britol printed ; and fold by Evans in Paternofter-Row. 1774. 

On the principles, that the quantity of fteam arifing from boiling . 
Water, is in proportion to the furface and not to the depth; that the 
trength of this team depends on the limits of its confinement ; 
andthat a fhallow copper is made to boil much more eatily and 
feedily than a deep one; the Patentee makes, or rather furveys the 
making of wide hallow coppers fet in a peculiar manner to gain the 
aeatelt poflible quantity of@heat from any quantity of fuel. The 
rms he propofes for his inftructions are, his travelling expences, 
with the extra profits accruing from his inventions, for the firlt year, 
or a moiety of them for the two firft years: and no one who gives 

Rev, O&, 1775, Bb full 
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full credit to what Mr. Chryfel affirms in his own favour, can rez. 
fonably obje&t to his own meafure of gratification. © Moreover | fay 
without any arrogancy, that I am the firft in 5000 years, or in al 
the world, who hath found out and difcovered a geometrical pro. 
portion between a furnace and the body of fire, and the flue and 
chimney, that a fu.all quantity of fuel gives a great fire and flame, 
which goes in a body a way of above one hundred feet, and produces 
the detired effect, though it will be incredible.’ 

Whether all this be incredible or not, it may be Pronounced 
fcarcely intelligible ; ard our Patentee will probably fay, he in. 
tended to be obfcure. ‘ Iam, fayshe, a flranger, and like a thee 
among wolves, if the hand of God had not protected me, I thould 
have been devoured a long time ago. Therefore I muft Proceed, 
wife as the ferpent, and without all falfehood like the dove. ft 
may in charity be hoped thefe boilers will plead better in favour of 


their conitruétion, than their contriver does in recommending them. NY, 


Art. 45. New Geographical Tables, Exhibiting at one View all 
the Empires, Kingdoms, States, Republics, Provinces, Cities 
chief ‘Towns, Iflands, Oceans, Gulphs, Bays, Rivers, Lakes, 
Curiofities, &c. &c. in Europe, Alia, Africa, and America, &c. 
To which are prefixed. I Directions for the Ufe of the Globes, 
&c. onanew Plan. II. Chronological Tables of Sovereigns, &, 
With a T.ift of uninhabited [flands, Ruins, &c. By John Povo. 
leri. Small 8vo. 6s. bound. Cadell, &c. 19775. 

Though an author or bookfeller has an undoubted right to tell 
what his book contains, in hisown manner, yet when from want 
of proper fkill, or from bad policy, they give fuch tedious empiri- 
cal title-pages as are never read; we mutt affume the liberty of con- 
tracting them for our own fakes, as we were obliged to do in this 
inftance. 

This nezv plan is that of exhibiting the meer fkeleton of a Gazet- 
teer, in a tabular form. This form is often of advantage to analyfe 
a complex fubject ; but a common Gazetteer is as eafy to confult, 
and more fatis{actory and familiar in its mode of information, than 
thefe geographical tables. The chronological table of the fovereigns 
of Europe appears to be the beft digefted article in the volume, if 


correct ; which we have not leifure to afcertain. N 
’ 


NoveEt.. 

Art. 47. The Pilgrim, or a Picture of Life: in a feries of 
Letters mottly from London, by a Chinefe Philofopher to his 
Friend at Quan-Tong : containing Remarks upon the Laws, Cul- 
toms, and Manners of the Englifh and other Nations; illuttrated 
by a variety of curious and interefting Anecdotes and Characters, 
drawn from real Life. By the Editor ef Chryfal. 12mo, 2 Vols. 
ss. fewed. Cadell, &c. 

The Author of Chryfal, Mr. Charles Johnfton, is already well known 
to the public as a writer of no mean abilities. His former works, a 
the fame time that they have exhibited their Author in the charac: 
ter of a fevere and angry fatirift, have afforded many proofs of in- 
ventive genius, and a cultivated underftanding. In the prefeat pub- 


lication he fo nearly purfues the fame line of writing, and fo aly 
a 
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attly preferves his former rough manner, and peculiar turn for ex- 


aggeration and caricature, that it is unneceflary co enter into a par- 


ticular critique on the work. > 
e 


ReELticious and CONTROVERSIAL. 

Art. 48. The Satisfaction of Chrifi demonstrated in a Series of 
Dialogues. By John Beatfon. 12mo, 2:8. Leeds printed; fold 
in London by Rivington, &c. 

This Writer publifhed fometime ago a treatife on the Divine Cha- 
rater of Chrift, an account of which has been given in our Review *. 
A great part of what is there faid is, we think, applicable to the 
prefent performance. The term /atisfaétion is, in the opinion of 
numbers, unfcriptural, uncertain, unneceflary, and likely to involve 
a perfon in difficulties, which, by the ufe of tome other phrale, 
might be avoided. Might it not be fufficient to all the ends of gra- 
titude, piety, and virtue, to learn from exprefs revelation that the 
Creator has appointed a method in which he will pardon and accept 
offenders, without inquiring whether an exact equivalent, or adequate 
compenfation has been made for the offence? Does the {cripture lead 
us to make fuch inquiries? Or how will the Divine Goodnefs and 
Mercy be manifefted in fuch a ftrain of reafoning ? 

Mr. Beatfon has, we doubt not, a great regard for what he deems 
tobe /eripture truth, and a fincere good-will to the interelts of his 
fellow-creatures, though he may extend his notions of /atisfaGion 
beyond what the fcriptures either require or warrant. He profetles, 
however, to be wholly guided by them in his inquiries. ‘ He does 
not, we are told in the preface, ‘ intrench himfelf behind the au- 
thority of great names or great numbers, as the abettors of fatisfac- 
tion are faid todo. He knows very well, that it is no matter how 
many churches, or how many men may concur in the fupport of a 
doftrine, if it be not at the fame time agreeable to the religion of 
Jefus: and their authority, he is free to acknowledge, is zo authority 
in matters of this nature ; elfe we call ourfelves Proteftants with very 
little propriety.’ Such fentiments well become every Chriftian and 
Proteftant, whether he publifhes his thoughts to the world, or keeps 
them to himfelf. 


Art. 49. A Letter toa Friend, on the Subject of Methodifm. — * 


8vo. 6d. No Bookfeller's Name. Sold by Cavel. 1775. 

Very fevere upon the Methodilts, whom the Author confiders as 
no better than cunning, canting hypocrites, He tells many tories 
of the tricks and knavery of fome of their leaders; and concludes 
with a droll ballad written upon them, waich he aicribes to the late 
Dr. Bowden. 

Art. 50. The Doétrine of Life for the New Jerufalem. From 
the Commandments of the Decalogue. By the honourable and 
learned Emanuel Swedenborg. Now firft tranflated from the ori- 
ginal Latin. 4to. 1s. Plymouth printed, and fold by Lewis, 
&c. in London. 

Our Readers have been already brought acquainted with this honeft 


Vifonary : fee Review, vol. xlii. P. 4456 
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Art. 5:. A Speech in the lower Houjfe of Convocation, on Mons 
day 23d January, 1775. By the Rev. James Ibbetfon, D. p, 
Archdeacon of St. ::lban’s. Publifhed by Requeft. 4to. 6¢. 
White. 1775. 

The fpeech before us relates to the King’s fupremacy. From the 
period of \tenry the Vilith, Dr. Ibbetfon confiders the ftyle and title 
of the fupreme Head of the Church, as fo effentially united to the 
imperial crown of this realm, that it is not in the power of parliament 
to feparate and disjoin them; fo long, at leait, as we continue a 
Proteflant church and nation. ‘ The oath of fupremacy, fays the 
Doétor, which came in upon abolifhing the Papal authority, is a 
powerful protection againit the return of it. It was originally the 
blefled means of preferving us from Popifh tyranny ; and it is fill 
the beft fecurity of that mighty deliverance, which was wrought for 
us at the Revolution.".—Hence our Author regards it as a matter of 
real and great difquietude to inconfiderate men, who diftingaihh be- 
tween toleration and eftablifhment, that the royal fupremacy is very 
much abridged and diminifhed, and in effet entirely taken away, in 
a very great part of his Majefty’s American dominions, by the abolihh. 
ing of the oaths relative to the King’s fupremacy. Accordingly, 
Dr. Ibbetfon moved, that the following claufe fhould be introduced 
into the Addrefs of the Convocation. 

*¢ It is with the moft zealous affection of duty and loyaly to your 
Majefty’s royal perfon and government, that your faithful clergy do 
on every Occafion exprefs their gratitude for the repeated declarations 
which your Majefty has been pleafed to make of your firm refolution 
to maintain them in the full enjoyment of their civil and religious 
rights; of which, under God, the royal Supremacy, indiffolubly 
united to the imperial crown of this realm, is a powerful fecurity, as 
well as an effential part of the conftitution itfelf, and an eminent 
branch of your Majetty’s royal prerogative.” 

The motion was rejected, as conveying a cenfure of the Quebec 
bill. Indeed, our Author thinks, that the clergy, who are under 
_ the moit folemn engagements to maintain and defend the royal {a- 
premacy, cannot embrace a fyftem which efablifhes Popery in any 
part of his Majefty’s dominions. But, at the fame time, he is of 
opinion, that the soleration of Popery, in the extenfive province of 
Quebec, is moft confiftent with the King’s juftice and clemency, and 


with the true fpirit of the Proteftant religion. ' 


Art. 52. The Chriftian Expofitor: being a brief Explanation of 
the New Teftament, whereby the holy Scriptures are rendered ealy 
to be underitood by the meaneft Capacities. Defigned forthe Ule 
of Families. By the Rev. Mr. James Afhton, 8vo. 5s. Boards. 
Wilkie. 1774. [ie 
Compendiums of the fcriptures, with fhort explanatory notes on 

different paflages, are the more ufefal, as they may be more eafily 

purchafed than larger volumes ; but fuch a work requires great atten- 
tion and judgment, in order to render it at once concife, clear, and 
beneficial: it fometimes happens, however, that the Expofitor will 
neglect-paflages-which require illuftration, and beftow his labour on 


Others which need it but little. In regard to the prefent publication 
’ we 
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ge think Mr. Afhton feems toghave affumed rather too much in his 


? ‘itle- pages We have looked over the volume, and find feveral per- 
. tinent iHuftrations ; but we apprehend that this wel! intenced work e 
. will admit of a great deal of improvement. Ni > 


Art. 53° Differtations moral and philofophical, on natural and 
revealed Religion. To which are added, Expofitions on feleéct 
Paflages of Scripture, and other Diicourfes. Ev'the Rev. Daniel 
Torner, A. M. Woolwich, Kent. azmo. 4s. Hay, &c. 
eReader will here find a col/ecion of juft and ufeful obfervations 
on the fubject of natural and revealed religion; the more ufeful, be- 
qufe they are here brought into a fmaller compafs than works of this 
kind frequently afflume, Four expoiitions; three on the account 
given in the book of Genefis, of the fall of our firft Parents; one on 
the 230 pfalm ; together with two fermons on Revel. iii. 21, form the 
reft of the book, and indeed nearly one half ofit. The Author em- 
loys fome time in defcanting on ferpents, and enquiring of what 
bind that was which tempted Eve ; after all, we know as much of 
the matter as when ‘he began his difquifition ; but the difquifition, 
he fays, is'far from being impertinent, nay is profitable, as tending 
tomake us underftand aright the nature and way of our apoftacy from 

God: we acknowledge, we do not enter fully into the propriety of 

hisremark, In qne part of his work, we think we maft pronounce 

him defective in candour and charity. When he mentions Dr, Tay- 

lor’s explication of the fentence, You foalt furely die, as meaning a 

fubjeftion to temporal death: after other obfervations, Mr. Turner 

adds, ‘In fine, we will venture to declare Aim not a true Chriftian, 
who underftands it not as alfo implying death fpiritual and eternal.’ 

Such a dogmatical decifion difgraces a work, which otherwife is 

not without its value. Hi 

ScHOOL Book, 1. 

, Art. 54. n eafy and complete Introduction to Reading ; contain 

ing a copious Alphabet, Tables of Words from one to fix and feven 

Syllables, Collections of Verfes from Scripture, Seleét Fables, Sto- 

j ries, Moral Sentences, and Pieces of Poetry, with Tables of Scrip« 

f ture proper Names, and others, properly and methodically digett- 

f ed: wherein the Words of more than one S;llable, both in the 

| Tables and Exercifes, (the laft Exercife excepted) are divided, and 

K in fach a Manner as the Pronourciation requires, without regard 

tothe common and mechanical Rules, which very often lead to a 

vicious Pronunciation ; the gradual Progrefs from eafy to more 

hard Leffons, throughout the whole, carefully attended to; and 
the Monofyllables, Diffyllables, and fuch of the Triffyllabies as 
haveany Difficulty or Peculiarity in their Pronunciation, arranged 
according to the feveral Claffes in the moft accurate and advanta- 
| geous Manner, (in facha one as hath never before been attempted) ; 

fo that Children, with the utmoft Facility, and the ercateit pof- 

_ fible Eafe to the Teacher, may thereby gain a faflicient practical 
Acquaintance with the Principles of Englifi Pronunciation, 
while they are yet incapable of: attaining a theoretic Knowledge 

ai | thereof, 
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thereof. By Pcter Maclaurin. Newcaiile, printed by Saint 
a2mo. 1775. . 
This Author has adop:ed a new method of dividing fyllables which 

in fome inflances, appears more eligible than that in common uf. 

were children to learn the true pronunciation of the Englith lan. 
guage by themfelves without the help of a teacher, they might more 
readily acquire it by our Author’s divifion than by any other: but he 
feems to us to diverge too far from the common fyftem, and to efts. 
blifh a rule,as univerfal, which might be ufefully applied to particular 
cafes, ‘There are many words, in which the divifion here fuggefted 
and practifed would be extremely proper; there is a great variety of 
others, in which feparating the confonants from the fucceeding 
vowels is needle{s, and tends rather to ob{trué than to promote a jatt 
pronunciation: a number of thefe occurred to us in peruting feveral 
of his tables: our Author's leffons are felected with judgment; and 
the continued divifion of the words, with or without a hyphen, may 
facilitate the reading of them: his notes are, for the moft part, jut 
and pertinent; they difcover a confiderable acquaintance with the 
laws of orthography ; and his future labours in this field of enquiry 
wil} not, we apprehend, be unacceptable. We could with him not to 
be led away by too great an affectation of peculiarity and novelty, and 
to expunge from his tables, fhould he have an opportunity of revifing 


them, words, which are not to be found in any modern dictionary, kh 
" 





cs 


S ER M ON S&S. 


I, The Fourth Panegyric; or, Sermon in honour of Afcenfion-day, 
of that moft famous Father of the church, St. Chryfoftom; 
tranflated from the Greek, and never before publifhed in our 
Language. By William Scott, M. A. Late Scholar of Eton, and 

_ Trinity College, Cambridge. 8vo. 6d. Crowder. 1775. 
I]. The Fifth Panegyrie ; or, Sermon in honour of Whitfunday. By 
St. Chryfoftom’; tranflated from the Greek, &c. By William 
Scott, A. M. 8vo. 6d. Crowder. 

Ill. The Sixth (and laf) Panegyric ; or, Sermon in honour of Tri- 
nity-Sunday. By St. Chryfoftom ; tranilated. By the ev. Wil- 
liam Scott, A.M. 8vo. 6d. Crowder. 

As thefe Sermons are all in the fame ftrain and publithed by the 
fame Author we have brought them into one account. What has 
been faid of the * Sermon on Chriftmas-Day in a former Review 
is fully fufficient for all thofe which have followed it. They are 
principally curious or valuable for their antiquity ; in any other view 
the Reader may meet with much better Englith difcourfes on the 
fame fubjeéts. We think it not unneceflary to repeat what we 
have hinted at before, that the obfervation of thefe particular days 
fourteen hundred years ago is no proof of an obligation on Chri- 
flians in any age to regard fuch feafons with peculiar care, 
which it is well known rather tends to formality and fuperiti- 
tion. We cannot alfo avoid juft taking notice of the pains Mr. 


i 





* Vid. Review for March,-1775, p. 285. ‘ 
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Scott ufes to recommend his pamphlets when we read in the title 


oe, price ONLY fixpence, and again are told how large a num- 
i. of the firft panegyric, &c, have been fold. Has not this 
mething too much of a mercenary air? and will it not, in the 


elimation of difcerning readers, tend rather to the difcredit than 


whe advantage of Mr. Scott’s performances ? H. 


1V. On the Vanity of Man, as mortal—Preached as a farewell Sermon, 
on the 2d of April laft, at the Chapel in Little Ayliffe Street, 
Goodman’s Fields, by the Rev. Lewis Lewis, deceafed. 8vo. 
gd. Luffman, at No. 8, in Newgate. Street. 

y. The Want of Labourers in the Gofpel Harve, confidered and im- 
proved—July 30, 1775, on occafion of the Death of the reverend 
and learned Dr. Caleb Athworth, Tutor of the Diffenting Aca- 
demy at Daventry, in Northamptonfhire ; to which is added, a 
Poftfcript, containing fome Hints, with a View to the Intereft of 
Religion among the Diffenters. By Samuel Palmer. &vo. 6d, 
Buckland. . 

VI. The Precepts of the Levitical Law fill in force—Aug. 6, 1775, 
in Henry the Seventh’s Chapel, Weftminfter. By the Rev. Her- 
bert Jones, Joint Lecturer of St. James’s, Duke’s Place. 6d. 
Mathews. 
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ForftiGN LirgrRARY INTELLIGENCE. 

I, HE Literary Society of Harlem, at its meeting in May laft, 
dittributed the prizes of 1775 to the authors of the bett dif- 
courfes on the fubjeéts propofed, one of which was, Zo what difor- 
ders are the Inhabitants of Holland moff expofed in confequence of the na- 
tural conftitution of their country, and what are the methods of prevent- 
ing or healing thefe diforders ? And the other related to the be/f method 
if inftruting, in the doctrine of Chrijfianity, the inhabitants of the colo- 
nies that belong to the republic, and of propagating the Go/pel in thefe 
parts of the world,—At the fame meeting the Society propoied two 
new queftions with prizes annexed to the beit anfwers (each prize is 
agold medal of the value of 251. fterling). ‘The firft is, What is 
the real utility of the PsycHotocicaL Science (or the Science of 
Mind) in education, in the direGion of human condu&, and as it re- 
lates to the happinefs of public facteties ? and what is the beft manner 
of improving and perfecting this excellent fcience?—The fecond is ex- 
preffed in the following terms: From what caufe does the diminution of 
the fea-fifbery on the coafts of Helland proceed ? and what reafin can be 
afigned, why the fife remove, more and more, to a greater aiftance from 
the coafts !—The anfwers to the firft of thefe queitions, compofed in 
Dutch, or French, or Latin, muft be tranfmitted to Mr. C. C. H. 
Van Dex Aa, Secretary to the Society, before the iit of January, 
1778, and the anfwers to the fecond before the 1ft of ‘the fame 
month, 1777. All, but the Members of the Society, may contend 
for the prize. The writers, who enter the lifts, are advertiled to 
fend their pieces with a motto fubjoined, and their names and direc- 
ton in a billet fealed with the motto at the head No billet will be 
opened, but that of the piece that fhall be judged worthy of the 

Prize, that the vi€torious candidate may be knowa. 
Two 
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368 CORRESPONDENCE, 

Two queftions were propof:d in the year 1773 by the Society ; the 
firft refpecting the forubs, roots, legumes, plants, herbs, Se, which 
are yet unknown in Holland, but might be introduced there with Succes; + 
as alfo relative to the Method of bringing to greater perfection the vege. 
tables that a&ually grow there; the fecond concerning the thrub; 
trees, or plants (the arundo arenaria and the runus filveitris exce:ted ) 
that would be the propereft to plant in the Jand-hills along the fea coaft 
to prevent the fand from being carried away by the violence of the wind, 
The anfwers to thefe two queftions not proving fatisfattory, they 
have been propofed anew for the prizes of the year 1777, 

II. The Low Dutch Literary Society eftablifthed at Leyden having 
again addreffed us, on the fubject of their annual prize of 150 Guif. 
ders, we infert the fubftance of their Programma, in which they an. 
nounce the fubjeft of the prize to be given next year by the Society, 
for the beft differtation, written either in Low Dutch, or Latin, on 
the following queftions,— That of the preceding year may be feen in 
our sift volume, September 1774, p. 247. 

‘*’ What are the general ends that a poet ought to propofe to him- 
felf ?—Which are therefore the moft fit fubjects for poetry ? and what 
are its univerfal rules?” 

The defign of thefe queftions, we are told, is to fearch for an uni- 
verfal foundation, on which to fix the effential properties of a good 

‘poem ; as well with refpect to the choice of the fubjeét, as to the 
manner of treating it. It is fuppofed, by the queition, that this 
foundation muft be fought for in certain general ends, which the 

oet muft, in all his pieces, propofe to obtain. Accordingly, it is 
expetted that thofe ends fhould be fpecified, and that it fhould be 
from thence determined, to what kind of fubjeéts poetry is moft na- 
turally adapted ; and what are thofe univerfal requifites that mut 
be found in every good poem, It is further to be obferved that the 
purport of the queition relates to poetry i general; but does not ex- 
tend to the giving particular rules in the different clafles of poetry. 

N.B. 7 he monthly account of ForeiGn Books, intended for OGober, 
is deferred to our next, in order to pay off Jome part of our large arrear 
of Britith publications. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
AY we did not think it proper to publifh Dr. Gibbons’s letter to 


the Reviewers at his own requef, we are furprifed that any | 


perfon fhould prefume to ‘‘ CALL upon us to publith it verbatim.” 
This has been done in a letter figned ‘* A great Friend to Impartial 
and Candid Reviewers.” Ifthe Gentleman means that he is a great 
friend to the Monthly Reviewers, we are duly fenfible of the honour 
of his anonymous friendfhip ; but he muft excufe our not anfwering 
to his cal/, till we are better fatisfied of his right to pry into our 
Correfpondence, farther than we may deem it expedient to permit. 

t4++ We cannor infert S. T.’s letter concerning fouie improvements 
of Dr. Harwood’s ** View of the various Editions of the Greek and 
Roman Claffics ;” but we will forward ic to the Door, if it be agree 
able to our Correfpondent. 


a 





*,* Erratum in the account of Mr. Sheridan’s book, in our laf, 
viz, p. 204, 1. 8; for * exceptions of vanity,’ read expreffions, 


Jee alfo fa: 529 
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